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Site C: 4890 & 4900 Battery Lane 

Design Goals: 
• Add master planned north/south connectivity and permeability through the block

• Create a shared drop off for sites B and C

• Step heights down towards existing buildings to the west

• Improve pedestrian scale and walkability along Battery Lane

Site C is a transitional building within the Battery Lane District. The project adds private drives 
and north/south through-block pedestrian connections on both the east and west sides of the 
building per the Sector Plan. The east driveway facilitates pedestrian neighborhood connectivity 
in coordination with the new police station. The western through block allows future connectivity 
to Woodmont Triangle. The private drive locates parking entrances and loading off of Battery 
Lane. Curb cuts on Battery Lane are reduced from four to three. The open space is provided 
along the through block connections and the building front setback.  

The proposed building includes two towers with a shared podium. The height steps down from 
Site B and steps down from east to west on Site C. The shared podium is a two-story expression 
on Battery Lane, and it includes walk-up units on the new drive proposed on the western edge 
of the property. The building entrance is anticipated to be on the east side of the property 
towards Site B and near a shared drop off. This central location creates a community drop off, 
adding amenities for the taller Site B in addition to this site. The buildings will have balconies and 
other building façade articulation per the Design Guidelines. The parking entrance and loading 
dock will be accessed from a new private driveway. The parking will be located on two above 
grade levels wrapped by residential units on the north and west sides. A private resident court 
yard is located on top of the podium between the two building forms. Site C will also have a 
reduced parking rate. The building is proposed to be 8 and 9 stories tall respectively, over a two 
story podium at its base. The building will utilize natural materials in a base, middle, and top 
configuration with different planes between the elements to minimize the mass of the tower. 
While the architectural elevations have not been developed, the precedent images illustrate the 
direction the design and ownership team intend to proceed as the project moves forward. 

DESIGN GOALS
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Table 2.05: Neighborhood Connector
Sidewalk Zones

Building Placement

Building Form

Neighborhood Connector
Neighborhood Connectors typically accommodate vehicular 

Use and Main Streets. These streets are predominantly lined by 

curb cuts. Examples of Neighborhood Connectors include Bradley 

outer boundaries of the Downtown Bethesda Plan area.

Intent: Building and sidewalk design along Neighborhood 
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allow sunlight 
into the space.     

H. Enclosed arcades with 

they are at least the height 
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and cyclists.
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A. Provide upper 
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promote human-scaled lower stories to relate to 
pedestrians.

Guidelines:

A. 

should respond to the street character and 

B. Provide plane changes in the facade that create

shadow lines on the facade.

C. 

those at pedestrian level.

D. 

or public open space to prevent interfering with 

C. Consider 

materials or color

Source:
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elements that engage with the sidewalk 
environment.

Guidelines:

A. 
operable walls where possible to encourage 

B. Orient private balconies and terraces toward
the street to encourage an interface between
the private and public realms and to create eyes
on the street.

C. 

D. 

as the recommended retail nodes in the Retail 

Plan. 
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B. Provide plane changes in the facade that create 

shadow lines on the facade.

C. 

those at pedestrian level.

D.

or public open space to prevent interfering with 

B. Provide plane changes 
in the facade

C. Consider 

materials or color 

Source:SITE C varies the planes of the facade and has residential units 
facing the new Shared-Use Street.

B. Provide plane changes in the facade that create 

shadow lines on the facade.

120’ ZONING HEIGHT

110’

120’

2 STORY BASE

A. 
operable walls where possible to encourage 

B. Orient private balconies and terraces toward 
the street to encourage an interface between 
the private and public realms and to create eyes 
on the street.   

RESIDENTIAL 
WALK-UP UNITS
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and public spaces. 

Guidelines:

A. Maintain the character of small-scale retail 

low to mid-rise building edge.

B. 

• Stepped-down building heights.

• 

• 

• 

• 

and textures.

C. Study the impacts of new development on 
public open spaces. Limit shadows where 

entrances and windows onto public open 

to these spaces.
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buildings develop at or near the property line.

Guidelines:

A. 

B. 

C. Avoid building towers to the property line 

imposing on the pedestrian environment.

Buildings below 120 feet or with limited property 

provide visual interest and are appropriate to the 
context and architecture of the building.

development should aim to achieve the total 

 from the side and rear property 

the side and rear 
property line

street

property line

tower

tower

towertower

base

base

tower
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in building height can reduce the 
imposing massing of several large 

other. 

A.  Limit Tower Floor Plate

shadows on the public realm and 

indoor environment.

B.  Use Unique Geometry   

and helps to reduce the perceived 

Angled and curved facades allow a 
building to be viewed dynamically 

can enhance privacy between towers 

away from nearby windows.
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and public spaces. 

Guidelines:

A. Maintain the character of small-scale retail 

low to mid-rise building edge.

B. 

• Stepped-down building heights.

• 

• 

• 

• 

and textures.

C. Study the impacts of new development on 
public open spaces. Limit shadows where 

entrances and windows onto public open 

to these spaces.

B. 

• Stepped-down building heights.

• 

SITE C steps down in height from neighboring 
buildings along Battery Lane.

PRIVATE DRIVE BPRIVATE DRIVE A
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BUILDING IDENTITY

WINDOW, FORM AND MATERIAL VARIETY

BATTERY LANE PRIVATE DRIVE B
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BLDG. C
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SITE C’s rooftop amenity will include 
elements such as: party room; 
lounge areas; grilling areas; green 
vegetation; and outdoor kitchen.
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