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SITE B: 4858 Battery Lane 

Design Goals: 

• Strong eastern entrance to the Battery Lane District

• Tower that holds corner of Battery Lane and Woodmont Avenue

• 25% MPDUs improves affordability of the community, with additional height.

• Improve pedestrian scale and walkability along Battery Lane and Woodmont Ave.

Site B is the southeast corner of Woodmont Avenue, Battery Lane intersection. The building 
needs to relate to Woodmont Ave, the urban core, as well as Battery Lane.  This prime corner 
location proposes one of the tallest new structures in the Battery Lane District.  The building 
goes above the 120’ height limit in order to add additional density and affordable units to the 
neighborhood. Additional MPDUs allow us to achieve an approximate160’ tall building. This 
allows us to create an elegant tower that will hold the corner. The building entrance is proposed 
to be centralized to coordinate with the Site A across the street. The units along the street fronts 
will have balconies and other building façade step-backs.  

The parking entrance and loading dock will be accessed from a new private driveway built on the 
Site C property, eliminating the curb cuts on Battery Lane and Woodmont Avenues for Site B. 
The coordination of a single drop off for both Site B and Site C, creates an uninterrupted 
streetscape along Site B. This shifts the focus from cars to the pedestrian. Site access is 
coordinated with Site C off the new loop drive. The parking will be located on one level below 
grade and three above grade levels wrapped by residential units on the three public facing sides. 
The above grade garage abuts the County Public Garage #35. A reduced parking rate is proposed 
due to proximity to two metro stations, the Bethesda Circulator on Battery Lane, future BRT 
and major employment center. Site B is proposed at 15 stories with a three story podium at its 
base. The building will utilize natural materials in a base, middle, and top configuration with 
different planes between the elements to minimize the mass of the tower. While the architectural 
elevations have not been developed, the precedent images illustrate the direction the design and 
ownership team intend to proceed as the project moves forward. 

DESIGN GOALS
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Downtown Mixed-Use Street
Downtown Mixed-Use Streets typically accommodate high 

well as loading and service access needs for local businesses 

predominantly lined by mid- to high-rise buildings with a mix 

Mixed-Use Streets include Woodmont Avenue and most 
streets in the Downtown Bethesda core and Woodmont 
Triangle District.

Intent: Building and sidewalk designs 
along Downtown Mixed-Use Streets 
should create a vibrant environment 
that accommodates the diverse needs 

Table 2.02: Downtown Mixed-Use Street
Sidewalk Zones

Building Placement

Building Form
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Table 2.05: Neighborhood Connector
Sidewalk Zones

Building Placement

Building Form

Neighborhood Connector
Neighborhood Connectors typically accommodate vehicular 

Use and Main Streets. These streets are predominantly lined by 

curb cuts. Examples of Neighborhood Connectors include Bradley 

outer boundaries of the Downtown Bethesda Plan area.

Intent: Building and sidewalk design along Neighborhood
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Table 2.05: Neighborhood Connector
Sidewalk Zones

Building Placement

Building Form

Neighborhood Connector
Neighborhood Connectors typically accommodate vehicular 

Use and Main Streets. These streets are predominantly lined by 

curb cuts. Examples of Neighborhood Connectors include Bradley 

outer boundaries of the Downtown Bethesda Plan area.

Intent: Building and sidewalk design along Neighborhood 
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Located at a key intersection, SITE B anticipates 
holding the corner to create a strong entry to the 
Battery Lane District.
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promote human-scaled lower stories to relate to 
pedestrians.

Guidelines:

A. 

should respond to the street character and 

B. Provide plane changes in the facade that create

shadow lines on the facade.

C. 

those at pedestrian level.

D. 

or public open space to prevent interfering with 

C. Consider 

materials or color

Source:
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elements that engage with the sidewalk 
environment.

Guidelines:

A. 
operable walls where possible to encourage 

B. Orient private balconies and terraces toward
the street to encourage an interface between
the private and public realms and to create eyes
on the street.

C. 

D. 

as the recommended retail nodes in the Retail 

Plan. 
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should respond to the street character and 

B. Provide plane changes in the facade that create 

shadow lines on the facade.

C. 

those at pedestrian level.

D.

or public open space to prevent interfering with 

B. Provide plane changes 
in the facade

C. Consider 

materials or color 

Source:

160’ MAX HEIGHT

120’ ZONING HEIGHT

3 STORY BASE

SITE B will have a strong 
base to create a good 
pedestrian environment.

B. Provide plane changes in the facade that create 

shadow lines on the facade.

C. 

those at pedestrian level.

B. Orient private balconies and terraces toward 
the street to encourage an interface between 
the private and public realms and to create eyes 
on the street.   

PENTHOUSE



RESIDENTIAL

CORRIDORS

VERTICAL 
CIRCULATION

RESIDENTIAL 
AMENITY/ LOBBY

PARKING

GREEN SPACE

8.4

S I TE  B :  4 85 8  BAT TE RY  L AN E 

BATTERY LANE

WOODMONT AVE.

TOW E R  D E S I G N

73BETHESDA DOWNTOWN PLAN DESIGN GUIDELINES    JULY 2017

Corner Treatments

Guidelines:

A. Provide signature design elements on

building heights and buildings that terminate 

C. 

retail is encouraged.

Tower: Step-Back
Intent: To provide a human-scaled building 
edge along the street that enhances pedestrian 

character. 

Guidelines:

A. 

may be expressed to the ground on important 

elements.

B. 

guidelines for the street type. This expressive 
geometry can increase visual interest on 

corners.

C. 

are outlined in

90-120 feet as noted in 

the street.

another method to relate to the context of 

wrap parking 
structure to 
achieve step-back

pedestrians 
perceive the 
lower-scale base 
height

Top: Tower Top 
Intent: The building top or cap contributes to the 

and those that terminate views. 

Guidelines:

A. 
that can enhance the image of Bethesda as 

B. Taper tower tops where possible to reduce the 

C. 

D.

building tops. 

E. Not all tall buildings should have a sculptural 
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Guidelines:
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guidelines for the street type. This expressive 
geometry can increase visual interest on 
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are outlined in
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wrap parking 
structure to 
achieve step-back

pedestrians 
perceive the 
lower-scale base 
height

Top: Tower Top
Intent: The building top or cap contributes to the 

and those that terminate views. 

Guidelines:

A. 
that can enhance the image of Bethesda as 

B. Taper tower tops where possible to reduce the 

C. 

D.

building tops. 

E. Not all tall buildings should have a sculptural 

as to not be perceived from surrounding streets 
and public spaces.

SITE B will hold the corner of Woodmont Ave and Battery Lane.  
Battery Lane will have setbacks to reduce tower massing.

A. Provide signature design elements on 

building heights and buildings that terminate 

Top:Top:T  Tower Top 
Intent: The building top or cap contributes to the 

and those that terminate views. 

Tower: Step-Back
Intent: To provide a human-scaled building 
edge along the street that enhances pedestrian 

character. 

160’ MAX HEIGHT120’ ZONING HEIGHT

3 STORY BASE

PR
IVATE D
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and public spaces. 

Guidelines:

A. Maintain the character of small-scale retail 

low to mid-rise building edge.

B. 

• Stepped-down building heights.

• 

• 

• 

• 

and textures.

C. Study the impacts of new development on 
public open spaces. Limit shadows where 

entrances and windows onto public open 

to these spaces.

B. 

• Stepped-down building heights.

SITE B steps down in height from neighboring 
buildings along Battery Lane and Woodmont Ave.

120’-0”

175’-0”

120’-0”ZONING HEIGHT LIMIT

MAX. HEIGHT LIMIT

ZONING HEIGHT LIMIT

ZONING HEIGHT LIMIT

BATTERY LANE

PLPL

160’-0”

32’-0”

30’
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SITE B’s rooftop amenity may include elements such as: party room; pool; 
lounge areas; green vegetation; and outdoor kitchen.
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