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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

STAFF REPORT 

 

Address: 3120 Lee St., Silver Spring Meeting Date: 2/12/2019 

 

Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 2/6/2019 

 Capitol View Park Historic District 

 

Applicant:  Kenneth and Sarah Olson Public Notice: 1/30/2019 

 Brian McCarthy, Architect 

 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 

 

Case Number: 37/07-18D (REVISION) Staff: Dan Bruechert 

 

Proposal: Material Change to Previously Approved Porch Addition 
 

Background and Proposal: 

On October 10, 2018 the Historic Preservation Commission approved a glass-enclosed addition 

and adjacent patio at 3120 Lee St. in the Capitol View Park Historic District (see attached).  The 

proposal called for the addition to be constructed using painted Weather Shield wood windows 

and doors.  The HPC concurred with Staff’s finding that the porch addition, in both form and 

materials, complied with 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) and Standard 9.  Staff supported the use of wood in 

the original HAWP submission, finding it was an appropriate material for construction of the era.  

The applicant now revises their original submission to use Weather Shield Contemporary 

windows and doors, which are an aluminum clad product.  No other changes are proposed for the 

previously approved enclosed porch addition.  Staff supports this material change for the reasons 

outlined in the architect’s letter from January 23, 2019 and recommends approval of this revised 

proposal. 

 
Figure 1: The house at 3120 Lee St. has three highly visible elevations. 
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Staff Findings: 

Staff finds that the exterior material change to a clad product is acceptable for several reasons.  

First, Staff would have supported approval of an aluminum clad window and door in the original 

HAWP, because this is a new feature that is not attempting to replicate a historic feature and it 

would not significantly alter the exterior features of the historic resource (24A-8-(b)(1)) and is 

sufficiently differentiated from the historic, see Standard 9. 

The applicant indicated that their inspiration for this construction was a historic glass 

conservatory done in a more contemporary form.  These additions were frequently constructed 

using steel frames.  Staff finds that a visible metal frame is an appropriate material for a 

contemporary interpretation of a glass conservatory under (24A-8(b)(2)).  The door stiles and 

rails of the Weather Shield Contemporary Collection (clad) will be 2” (two inches) narrower than 

the originally proposed wood.  This material change will increase the ratio of glass to framing, 

creating an appearance that is closer to the character of a 19th century glass conservatory which 

served as the inspiration for this project.   

 Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends the HPC approve the modification of this HAWP revision, finding the 

proposal is consistent with Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) and Standard 9 and with the general 

condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3 permit 

sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for permits.  The 

outstanding condition for Staff review for the specific stone selected for the patio remains.  
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23 January 2019 
 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
  Maryland-National Capital Park & Planning Commission 
  c/o Department of Permitting Services, Montgomery County 
 
From:  Brian McCarthy 
 
Re: Historic Area Work Permit for  

3120 Lee Street, Capitol View Historic District 
Addenda to HAWP:  Clad vs Wood Window /Door Narrative  

 
 
We are proposing to use aluminum clad wood windows and doors from the Weather Shield 
Contemporary Collection in lieu of their paint-grade wood counterparts.  Cutsheets of both products 
are attached for comparison.  Our intent is to evoke the character of a glass conservatory by 
maximizing the transparency of the structure.  The clad product facilitates this goal in three 
important respects. 
 

1) The door stiles and rails of the clad doors are approximately two inches narrower than the 
wood alternative.   
 
a) This maximizes the glass to wood ratio, enhancing transparency. 

 
b) It also puts the door rail width much closer to the sash width of the windows making for a 

more uniform and harmonious appearance. 
 

2)  The clad window unit/frame depth is 1-1/2 inch shallower than the wood alternative.  
Consequently, when viewing a gang of windows at an angle the continuity of the sash/glass 
plane will be maximized and projecting interruptions will be minimized. 

 

5



O
LS

O
N

 A
D

D
IT

IO
N

31
20

 L
ee

 S
tr

ee
t S

ilv
er

 S
pr

in
g,

 M
D

 2
09

10
Pr

oj
ec

t #
 1

82
2

DATE ISSUE - REMARKS

I CERTIFY THAT THESE 
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
WERE PREPARED UNDER MY 
SUPERVISION OR APPROVED 
BY ME AND I AM A DULY 
LICENSED REGISTERED 
ARCHITECT UNDER THE 
LAWS OF THE STATE OF 
MARYLAND.

LICENSE #: 

___________________________

2019    Bennett Frank McCarthy Architects, Inc.c

EXPIRATION DATE: 

___________________________

23
 Ja

nu
ar

y 
20

19
 -

 P
ro

gr
es

s 
Se

t

1/23/2019 PROGRESS SET

A100
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EXISTING WALLS AND 
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NEW WOOD FRAMED WALLS 
AND PARTITIONS

NEW LOW WALLS

NEW CMU WALLS

WALL LEGEND

GENERAL NOTES:
1. DO NOT SCALE THE DRAWINGS
2. NEW CONSTRUCTION DIMENSIONED TO 

FRAMING (U.N.O)
3. EXISTING CONSTRUCTION DIMENSIONED TO 

FINISH (U.N.O)

PROPOSED CELLAR PLAN
Scale:  1/4" = 1'-0"1

PROPOSED FIRST FLOOR PLAN
Scale:  1/4" = 1'-0"2
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1/23/2019 PROGRESS SET
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