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EXPEDITED 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 7204 Spruce Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date: 11/14/2018 

Resource: Contributing Resource  Report Date: 11/7/2018 

Takoma Park Historic District 

Public Notice: 10/31/2018 

Applicant: Nicolas Mitchell 

Tax Credit: n/a 

Review: HAWP 

Staff: Dan Bruechert 

Case Number: 37/03-18RRR 

PROPOSAL: Hardscape and Fencing Alterations 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve  

Approve with conditions 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource to the Takoma Park Historic District 

STYLE: Colonial Revival 

DATE: c.1915-25 

Figure 1: 7204 Spruce Ave. is located mid-block in the Takoma Park Historic District. 
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PROPOSAL 

The applicant proposes several areas of work as part of this HAWP including: 

• Remove a decorative CMU wall with a wooden gate; 

• Install a 48” (forty-eight inch) tall section of wood fence with a new gate designed to 

match the existing fencing; 

• Replace the right-rear concrete walkway with an irregular colonial stone path (shown in 

exhibit 9 and 10); 

• Replace the left-rear stone and wood path with an irregular colonial stone path (shown in 

exhibit 9 and 10); 

• Replace the concrete front walkway with an irregular colonial stone path (shown in 

exhibit 9 and 10); 

• Replace the concrete block driveway curb with a stone curb (shown in exhibit 15 and 16); 

and 

• Remove and replace a 12” (twelve inch) tall brick knee wall at basement stairs with a 

stone wall in matching dimensions in stone that matches the appearance of the stone 

installed as a driveway curb. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 

 

The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases: 

2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character.   

10. Construction of fences that are compatible with historic site or district in terms of  

  material, height, location, and design.  Requests for fences higher than 48" to be  

  located in the front yard of a property will not be reviewed using an Expedited  

  Staff Report. 

11. Construction or replacement of walkways, parking areas, patios, driveways or 

other paved areas that are not readily visible from a public right-of-way and/or are 

compatible in material, location, and design with the visual character of the 

historic site or district. 

12. Construction or repair of retaining walls where the new walls are compatible in 

material, location, design and height with the visual character of the historic site 

or district. 

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that: 

 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or 

historic resource within an historic district; or 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the 

achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or 
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Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for 

Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) having found that the proposal is consistent with the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (specifically, Standard 2), and therefore 

will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in 

character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A; and with the general condition that 

the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if applicable to Historic 

Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to submission for the 

Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits. 
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D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  P R O P O S E D  P R O J E C T  A N D  I T S  

E F F E C T  O N  T H E  H I S T O R I C  R E S O U R C E :   

7 2 0 4  S p r u c e  A v e . ,  T a k o m a  P a r k ,  M D  2 0 9 1 2  

 

 

The proposed projects consist of hardscaping and driveway curb:  

 

(1) Rear Right Walkway:  (See Plat 3.) Currently, on the right side of the property, 

in the back yard, there is an approximately 3 foot wide by 20 foot long pathway, 

made of poured concrete.  The pathway leads from the right side gate/driveway to 

the back patio.  See Ex. 8.  The pathway is cracked and deteriorating.  The 

proposal is to demolish and remove the concrete pathway, and replace it with a 

similarly sized irregular colonial stone pathway.  See Ex. 9.  The new pathway 

would match the stone pathway currently existing elsewhere in the back yard. See 

Ex. 10. 

(2) Rear Left Walkway:  (See Plat 3.) Currently, on the left side of the property, in 

the back yard, there is a an approximately 3.5 foot wide by 9.5 foot long pathway, 

made of loose stone and pressure-treated timber.  The pathway leads from the left 

side gate to the back patio.  See Ex. 11.   The proposal is to demolish and remove 

the loose stone pathway, and replace it with a similarly sized irregular colonial 

stone pathway.  See Ex. 9.  The new pathway would match the stone pathway 

currently existing elsewhere in the back yard. See Ex. 10. 

(3) Front Walkway:  (See Plat 3.) Currently, at the front of the property, the 

walkway from the sidewalk to the front steps consists of an approximately 4 foot 

wide by 18 foot long pathway, made of poured concrete.  See Ex. 12.  The 

pathway is cracked and deteriorating.  The proposal is to demolish and remove the 

concrete pathway, and replace it with a similarly sized irregular colonial stone 

pathway.  See Ex. 9.  The new pathway would match the stone pathway currently 

existing elsewhere in the back yard.  See Ex. 10. 

(4) Driveway Curb:  (See Plat 4.) Currently, the left side of the driveway has an 

approximately 6 inch tall by 45 foot long curb made of concrete block.  See Ex. 

13 & 14.  The concrete block curb is deterioriating.  The proposal is to remove the 

concrete block curb, and replace it with a stone curb of similar dimensions.  See 

Exs. 15 & 16.  The stone would be cobblestone, granite, belgium block, or similar 

equivalent. 

(5) Driveway / Basement Wall:  (See Plat 4.)  Currently, between the driveway and 

exterior stairs to the basement, there is a 12 inch tall by 14 foot long wall (“L” 

shaped), made of brick.  See Exs. 17 & 18.  The brick wall is above-ground and is 

not a retaining wall (it sits on top of the retaining wall, which will not be 

replaced).  The brick is deterioriating.  The proposal is to replace the brick wall 

with a stone wall of similar dimensions.  The stone would be colonial stone, or 

equivalent (to match the new stone driveway curb).   
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This project will be performed using the following materials: 

• Sledge hammers;

• Jack hammers;

• Crowbars; and

• Shovels.

All demolished materials will be removed from the property. 
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