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River Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We want to thank Montgomery Countryside Alliance for this enormous honor. After all the support MCA has given to the Rustic Roads over more than two decades, this award is backwards—we should be presenting MCA with an award for all of their efforts. So we doubly thank MCA, its staff, its board, and its enormous number of supporters. 

We also want to thank all of the past Rustic Roads Advisory Committee members and staff. Without them and their hard work, there wouldn’t be a program or the beautiful roads we can enjoy today.

Now, since we have an audience of fellow enthusiasts, we’d like to talk a little bit about how amazing it is that we have this program and these roads. 





What are rustic roads?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As I’m sure you all know, Rustic Roads are historic and scenic roads that reflect the agricultural character and rural origins of the county.



Hunting Quarter Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Along the rustic roads, you can see and travel along our county’s history…

…from Native American trails…



Sandy Spring, c. 1720

Below: The Sandy Spring (1745)
Right: The brick Sandy Spring Meeting House (1817) on Meeting 
House Road, exceptional rustic, 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…to our early European settlements…



5

1793 Road Plat

Plat of the road from Lucketts Ferry at the confluence of the Potomac 
and Monocacy Rivers, to Green's Bridge at the Patuxent River.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can travel roads crossing the county to connect Baltimore to the Potomac River—and then onward to points west…
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Griffith, Thackara, Vallance. 
Map of the State of Maryland laid down 
from an actual survey of all the principal 
waters, public roads, and divisions of the 
counties therein; describing the situation of the 
cities, towns, villages, houses of worship and other 
public buildings, furnaces, forges, mills, and other 
remarkable places; and of the Federal Territory; as also a 
sketch of the State of Delaware shewing the probable connexion
of the Chesapeake and Delaware Bays. 

1795
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Presentation Notes
…with the endpoints of that road, Luckett’s Ferry on the Potomac and Green’s Bridge on the Patuxent, seen here on one of our early Maryland maps…



Platted in 1793, 
West Old Baltimore Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…and seen here as the road appears today....



The ford at Ten Mile Creek, 
West Old Baltimore Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And also seen here, in an unpaved section of the road. 

This ford through Ten Mile Creek is our last public ford in the county.



Black Rock Mill, 1815
Black Rock Road, rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our rustic roads connect to our historic mills…



The stone-cutting mill (1830) at Seneca Quarry
Tschiffeley Mill Road, rustic
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Presentation Notes
…………………



Whites Ferry Road leads to White’s Ferry, formerly 
Conrad’s Ferry, established in 1817.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And our historic river crossings, 



Lockhouse 25 (1830), C&O Canal (1828-1850)
Edwards Ferry Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To the C&O Canal…



Monocacy Aqueduct (1829-1833), C&O Canal
Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
… and the feats of engineering along it. 



A detail of Martenet
and Bond’s Map of 
Montgomery County, 
Maryland (1865)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This 1865 map shows the Canal serving our numerous farms, schools, a quarry and a blacksmith shop. 

Many of you will be familiar with the family names on the map, such as Allnutt, Dawson, Byrd, Darby, and Pennifield.



Following after the C&O Canal, the B&O Railroad crossed 
the county with the Metropolitan Branch (1873)

Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nearly 40 years after the canal began operating, the Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad crossed the county, and local commerce—and the roads leading to it—began to shift to rails. 



Dickerson Station by E. Francis Baldwin, 1891
Mt. Ephraim Road, rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Francis Baldwin designed several handsome stations in Montgomery County. The Dickerson Station is the only remaining one on a rustic road.




Our rustic roads connect 
our historic hamlets and 
villages. 

Darby Store, at the intersection of 
Beallsville Road, rustic, and 

Darnestown Road. 
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Presentation Notes
Rustic roads are integral to our historic crossroads communities….



Boyds Negro School (1896)
White Ground Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
….to our historic schools….



St. Paul Community Church (1893)
Sugarland Road, exceptional rustic, and 

Sugarland Lane, rustic
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……to our historic churches……



Elton, 1780
Elton Farm Road, rustic

Presenter
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….and our historic homes…..




Big Woods Road, rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
….large and small.



Two concrete Politician’s Roads have 
been preserved by the program

Martinsburg Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The program preserves unique features of the roads, such as the 1930s concrete on our two remaining Politician’s Roads……




Preserved road surface
West Harris Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…and the gravel surfaces on River Road, West Harris Road and Tschiffeley Mill Road. 



Preserved bridge, 1910 pony truss
Montevideo Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bridges such as this pony truss bridge are called out for preservation…



Identified view, Sugarloaf Mountain
Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
…as are special views…



What do rustic roads have to do with the Ag Reserve?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To answer this question, we have a short bit of history to tell.



In 1961, we expected that we would travel like this by the year 2000
(fashion optional).

From A Policies Plan for the Year 2000: The Nation’s Capital.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
………

Who needs a road when you have a hovercraft?!

And what does a hovercraft have to do with the Ag Reserve?



In the Year 2000, our 
cities would cluster 
along our highways. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Year 2000, we envisioned that our new cities would be along our new highway, “70-S.” 
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That 1961 “corridor” plan would be very efficient in the face of our hugely growing population, and our overwhelming need for schools, roads and sewers. 




…on wedges and 
corridors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And so, our 1964 General Plan, …on wedges and corridors, also clustered our growing cities and towns along I-270.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And so, by concentrating development along I-270, farming outside of the corridor continued……



Presenter
Presentation Notes
……..so that, in 1980…..



Presenter
Presentation Notes
……..large, contiguous areas of farmland still existed……



Presenter
Presentation Notes
.......allowing for the creation……
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……of our irreplaceable Ag Reserve……



Presenter
Presentation Notes
……which (we’re very pleased to show you) is visible from space......



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And that brings us back to rustic roads.

Most of our rustic roads are located in and near the Reserve. 

The rustic roads support farms and farmers, and the continuation of farming in the county. 




The 1980 AROS Plan says:
Allow roads to remain in their 

present condition for 15-20 
years except for maintenance 

and safety projects.

Said to have been a post road
West Harris Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 1980 Ag Plan Plan, unlike most master plans, did not make specific road recommendations. 

Instead, it says:
Allow roads to remain in their present condition for 15-20 years except for maintenance and safety projects.

And the Plan also says:
The transportation guidelines are designed to avoid artificially stimulating the market for conversion of farmland to residential development. The system should provide facilities that meet, primarily, the safety and maintenance needs of an active agricultural community. 





Old Hundred Road, rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The narrow, low volume rustic roads encourage (and often require) slower speeds.

Slower speeds are safer for all roadway users, but this is especially true for farmers moving their equipment and livestock.




Mouth of Monocacy Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The slow, safe roads also allow for farm uses to evolve, such as we have seen with increases in equestrian uses……
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Presentation Notes
……and these historic roads create unique experiences for visitors to our orchards, farm markets, art studios, wineries, breweries and farm-to-table producers.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The rustic roads encourage farm customers to visit again and again, enjoying the roads while they also relish the beauty and bounty of the Ag Reserve.




What if there were no rustic roads?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the 1950s, the county planned for 4-to-6-lane major highways throughout the entire county. 

Back then, what is now the Ag Reserve could have developed with a house on every two acres. 

Had that occurred, those residents would have needed more, bigger roads. 
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Beallsville Road was planned as a 6-lane major 
highway

West Hunter Road was planned as a 4-lane 
major highway

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The car was king. Bigger and faster was better. 

Speeding cars could have replaced our historic crossroads communities.



West Harris Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our gravel roads would have been paved—that was our county policy.



This 1910 pony truss bridge was 
planned for replacement

Montevideo Road, exceptional rustic

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And four-lane flyover bridges could have replaced one-lane bridges.
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1965:
Montevideo Road 

realignment 
proposed

1986:  
80-foot ROW 

acquisition for a 
new 4-lane bridge

Presenter
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And in the case of this bridge, it almost did in 1986.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fortunately, because of the vision of those who came before us, we have this…..



Presenter
Presentation Notes
……as a respite from this.



What does the rustic roads advisory committee do?



Emory Church Road 
(nominated by residents, 
waiting for a master plan 
amendment for 
consideration)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our committee does a several things, starting with reviewing roadway classifications—adding roads to the Rustic Roads Program (and in one case, removing a road). 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We attend community events and talk to people about the program……



Presenter
Presentation Notes
…….. educating them and promoting the program.



Sugarland Road, exceptional rustic
Meeting crews onsite, learning about 
needed work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We go on site visits to learn about the roads and the work that is done on them, and how it is done.



A site visit-with a pause to admire the roadside 
daylilies preserved by the MCDOT crews. West 
Harris Road, exceptional rustic.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We go on site visits to enjoy the roads.



Smile at the photo op!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And when we have a chance, we go to photo ops with our elected officials, celebrating when terrific things happen on the rustic roads. 



Our RRAC chair and politicians pose for us on our Politician’s road     
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Presentation Notes
And …… sometimes, we get a little silly—”BEATLES POSE!” as someone requested…….



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And… most of all, we advocate for and try our very best to protect our lovely little historic, scenic rustic roads. 



From the RRAC members past and 
present –

to MCA for this extraordinary 
honor, and to all of our 
farmers, residents, visitors 
and enthusiasts who support 
the rustic roads

A happy resident of Bentley Road, rustic, 
also sends thanks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
None of which we can do without you. 

Thank you, to all of you. 


