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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Address: 4209 Bradley Ln., Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 10/10/2018 

  

Resource: Master Plan Site #35/123 Report Date: 10/3/2018 

 (Latham-Imirie House) 

  Public Notice: 9/26/2018  

Applicant:  Carter Brown  

   

  Tax Credit: No 

Review: HAWP 

  Staff: Michael Kyne 

Case Number: 35/123-18A 

    

PROPOSAL: Fence installation 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the HPC approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application. 

 

1. The proposed fence will be reduced to 4’ in height with open design forward of the rear 

plan of the historic house, with final review and approval delegated to staff. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

 

SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan Site  

STYLE: Neoclassical   

DATE: 1910 
 

Excerpt from Places from the Past: 

 

The Latham-Imirie House is a Neoclassical style residence built in 1910. Unusually fine architectural 

detailing is found in the pedimented portico supported by two-story classical columns, denticulated 

cornice, and delicate doorway with transom fanlight. John W. Latham, a Washington lawyer, sold the 

residence in 1912 to John and Mary Imirie. Born circa 1976, John Imirie was a patent attorney. The 

Imiries had seven children, born between 1894 and 1911. Son J. Frederick is best known for organizing 

the National Park Service’s Appraisal Branch, which he organized in 1955 and directed until his 

retirement in 1966. He directed the appraisal of more than $60 million worth of NPS land. J. Frederick 

also served as the county’s first building inspector (1933-35), after operating his own construction 

business beginning in 1920. Another son, G. Wady Imirie, established a Bethesda auto parts company 

with origins in a repair garage that opened in 1916. The G.W. Imirie firm has remained in operation, now 

known as Auto Parts and Machine, Inc, in Rockville. 
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Fig. 1: Subject property (shaded in green). 

 

 

PROPOSAL: 

 

The applicant proposes to install a fence at the subject property, with the following specifications: 

 

• Installation of a 6’-6” high wooden solid board fence at the east (right) and west (left) side of the 

subject property. 

• Installation of a 4’ high solid board fence with gate at the south/east side (front/right) of the 

subject. 

• Installation of decorative lattice panels on portions of the proposed east (right) side fence and on 

an existing CMU block wall at the rear (north) and rear corners of the subject property. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

 

When reviewing alterations and new construction at Master Plan Sites several documents are to be 

utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These documents 

Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below. 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

 

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such 

conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements 

of this chapter, if it finds that: 

 

(1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic      

resource within an historic district; or 

             (2)     The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 
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historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of 

the purposes of this chapter; or 

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit

of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the

permit.

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1

period or architectural style.

 (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.) 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

#2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive 

materials or alterations of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be 

avoided. 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

Typically, the HPC requires new fences to have an open design (traditional wooden picket or similar) and 

to be no higher than 4’ forward of the rear plane of a historic house. This preserves the visibility of the 

property, allowing its character defining features to be experienced from the public right-of-way and 

ensuring that the fence will not detract from the surrounding streetscape. This is consistent with the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for Rehabilitation #2, which states that alterations of features, spaces, 

and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 

Staff finds that the proposed fence is generally compatible with the subject property and the surrounding 

streetscape; however, the proposed fence should be lowered to 4’ in height with an open design 

(traditional wooden picket or similar) in front of the rear plane of the house at the east (right) and west 

(left) sides of the property. The proposed 4’ high fence at the front of the property should also be revised 

to have an open design. This will ensure that the proposal does not detract from the property’s character-

defining features, in accordance with Standard #2. 

After full and fair consideration of the applicant’s submission staff finds the proposal, as modified by the 

condition, as being consistent with the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-(b) 1 and 2, having found the 

proposal is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard for Rehabilitation #2. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with the one (1) condition specified on Circle 1 the 

HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b), (1), (2) & (d) having found that 

the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of the resource and is compatible in character 

with the resource and the purposes of Chapter 24A; 

front/right corner.
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and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation; 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if 

applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits; 

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the 

Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP 

application at staff’s discretion; 

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they 

propose to make any alterations to the approved plans.  Once the work is completed the applicant will 

contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or 

michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit. 
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