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Second Preliminary Consultation 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 4807 Dorset Ave., Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 8/15/2018 

Resource: Contributing Resource, (Secondary/Post-1915) Report Date: 8/8/2018 

(Somerset Historic District) 

Public Notice: 8/1/2018 

Applicant: Maya Weil 

(Adam Greene, Agent) Tax Credit: No 

Review: 2nd Preliminary Consultation Staff: Michael Kyne 

Case Number: N/A 

PROPOSAL: Pedestrian access construction 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the applicant make any revisions based on the HPC’s recommendations and return 

for a HAWP application. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Somerset District, (Secondary/Post-1915) 

STYLE: Eclectic-Craftsman 

DATE: c. 1918

The subject property is a c. 1918 Contributing Resource within the Somerset Historic District. The 

historic house was originally constructed as a “Siberian cedar log home,” and, while it has experienced 

additions and alterations throughout the years, it retains a high level of integrity and an eclectic 

architectural vocabulary that contributes to the significance of the Somerset Historic District. The front 

elevation of the house faces Dorset Avenue, which is more than 200’ from the house, with two side-by-

side platted lots between the house and Dorset Avenue. The house is currently accessed via a long, shared 

driveway off of Surrey Street. According to the 1927 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (see image in Staff 

Discussion), the subject property has always had a Dorset Avenue address. 
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Somerset Historic District Boundary (Subject Property Circled) 

BACKGROUND 

The applicant previously appeared before the Commission for a preliminary consultation at the May 23, 

2018 HPC meeting. The previous proposal was for the construction of a pedestrian access with stone and 

concrete entry walls adjacent to the public sidewalk at Dorset Avenue. The Commission did not support 

the applicant’s proposal, finding that the scale of the proposed pedestrian access was too large and more 

visually consistent with a parking pad or driveway. There were specific concerns about the size of the 

proposed gate/aperture, which was 7’-10”. 

The Commission found that the proposal was inconsistent with the streetscape of Dorset Avenue and with 

the Somerset Historic District as a whole, and they stated that any pedestrian access in this location 

should be more consistent with existing walkways in the historic district. The Commission also found that 

the materials of the proposed pedestrian access had the potential to compete with the historic house and 

that the design should be simplified. 

PROPOSAL 

The applicant proposes the following work items at the subject property: 

• Construction of a pedestrian access gate with corten steel and stone entry walls adjacent to the

public sidewalk at Dorset Avenue.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Somerset Historic District several documents 
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are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These documents 

include Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), the Somerset Historic District Guidelines 

(Guidelines), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent 

information in these documents is outlined below. 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such

conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements

of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic

resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic

resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the

purposes of this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a

manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the

historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of

reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit

of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the

permit.

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or

architectural style.

Somerset Historic District Guidelines 

• Other important features which create and enhance the historic character of the Somerset

community include: the spacing and rhythm of buildings, the uniform scale of existing houses,

the relationship of houses to the street, the ample size lots and patterns of open space in the

neighborhood, the mature trees and landscaping, and the grid system of streets with clearly

defined streetscapes. These elements should be retained and preserved as the area continues to

grow and develop.

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible 

use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features, 

which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows: 
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2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic

materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials

that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be

compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity

of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that

if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its

environment would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION: 

1927 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (Subject Property Circled in Red) 

Previous Proposal 

At the May 23, 2018 preliminary consultation, the applicant proposed a 10’-4” W x 12’-6” L pedestrian 

access, consisting of bluestone pavers set on gravel, a 3’-2” H concrete wall at its left side, and a 3’-3” H 

stacked stone wall at its right side. A 7’-10” W x 2’-11” H pivoting gate constructed from horizontal steel 

rods and wood slats was proposed between the two walls, and a backlit address plate was proposed on the 

concrete wall facing Dorset Avenue. The pedestrian access was designed to take cues from the historic 

house and a 2014 left-side addition, which was approved by the HPC. 
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Current Proposal 

The applicant has made the following revisions to their proposal, in response to the Commission’s 

comments at the May 23 preliminary consultation: 

• The overall size of the pedestrian access has been slightly reduced, going from 10’-4” W x 12’-6”

L to 8’-6” W x 12’ L.

• The design of the pedestrian access has been simplified, with a 3’-2” H x 6” W x 6’-6” L corten

steel wall being proposed in place of the previously proposed concrete wall at the left side, and

the wood slats being removed from the proposed pivoting gate.

• The width of the proposed pivoting gate has been reduced from 7’-10” to 7’-6”, and the height

has increased from 2’-11” to 3’.

• The height of the proposed stone wall at the right side has decreased from 3’-3” to 3’-2”, and the

design of the wall has been slightly changed (see attached plans).

Staff finds that the revised pedestrian access remains more characteristic of a parking entrance than a 

walkway, due to its prominent location and the size of the proposed hardscape, the gate, and the tall, 

flanking entry walls. As noted in the previous staff report, many of the other properties on Dorset Avenue 

have short driveways and or walkways at the front, but those features are generally consistent in their 

proximity to the house, material, and respective dimensions.  

As proposed, the pedestrian access is incompatible with the streetscape of Dorset Avenue and has the 

potential to detract from the character-defining features of the historic district. Staff concurs with the 

Commission’s previous finding that a pedestrian access in the proposed location should be more 

consistent with other existing walkways on Dorset Avenue, ensuring that the proposal does not alter or 

remove character-defining features of the subject property and/or surrounding historic district, in 

accordance with Standards #2 and #9. 

Since the first preliminary consultation, the applicant has provided information regarding existing 

walkways within the historic district. The submitted information does not provide specific measurements, 

so staff is unable to determine an average walkway width in the historic district; however, the submitted 

information does indicate that most properties within the historic district, including those on Dorset 

Avenue, have no walkways or have walkways that are 5’ wide or less. Staff recommends that the 

dimensions of the proposed pedestrian access be generally consistent with the established pattern within 

the Somerset Historic District and not exceed 5’ in width. 

Regarding design, staff continues to find that the proposed pedestrian access has the potential to detract 

from and compete with the historic house, especially given the house’s distance at over 200’ from Dorset 

Avenue. Staff recommends that the design be further simplified with fewer materials. There were some 

concerns at the May 23 preliminary consultation about the use of original stone from the historic house in 

the construction of the right-side wall, as this could create confusion regarding historicity. The design of 

the proposed right-side stone wall has been revised, and the applicant proposes to reuse the original stone 

from the historic house, differentiating the wall by cutting the stones and stacking them in a more 

contemporary regular configuration, as opposed to the irregularly stacked stones of the historic house. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the applicant explore compatible and appropriate alternatives and return with a 

revised HAWP application, based upon the Commission’s comments. 
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