MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFE REPORT

Address: 2 East Kirke St., Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 9/5/2018
Resource: Non-Contributing Resource Report Date: 8/29/2018
Chevy Chase Village Historic District

Public Notice: 8/22/2018
Applicant: Andrew Umhau

Tax Credit: N/A
Review: HAWP Staff: Michael Kyne
Case Number: 35/13-18AA

PROPOSAL:  Fence replacement

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the HPC approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application.

1. The fence at the front (north) and right side (west) will be reduced to 4’ in height and be an
open picket-style fence to the approximate rear plane of the house, or that the proposed 6’
tall fence will be relocated to the rear plane of the house at the front (north) and right side
(west), with final review and approval delegated to staff.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Non-Contributing Resource within the Chevy Chase District
STYLE: Colonial Revival
DATE: €. 1927-1941
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Fig. : 'Subject Property
PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes to replace the existing 6’ tall stockade-style wooden fence at the subject property
with a 6’ tall flatboard wooden fence in the same location.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Chevy Chase Village Historic District
several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision.
These documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted
amendment for the Chevy Chase Village Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code
Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards).
The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8

1. The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements
of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the
purposes of this chapter; or



(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit
of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the
permit.

2. ltis not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or
architectural style.

Chevy Chase Village Historic District Guidelines

The guidelines break down specific projects into three levels of review — Lenient, Moderate and Strict
Scrutiny.

“Lenient Scrutiny” means that the emphasis of the review should be on issues of general massing
and scale, and compatibility with the surrounding streetscape, and should allow for a very liberal
interpretation of preservation rules. Most changes should be permitted unless there are major problems
with massing, scale and compatibility.

“Moderate Scrutiny” involves a higher standard of review than “lenient scrutiny.” Besides issues
of massing, scale and compatibility, preserving the integrity of the resource is taken into account.
Alterations should be designed so that the altered structure still contributes to the district. Use of
compatible new materials, rather than the original building materials, should be permitted. Planned
changes should be compatible with the structure’s existing design, but should not be required to replicate
its architectural style.

“Strict Scrutiny” means that the planned changes should be reviewed to insure that the integrity
of the significant exterior architectural or landscaping features and details is not compromised. However,
strict scrutiny should not be “strict in theory but fatal in fact” i.e. it does not mean that there can be no
changes but simply that the proposed changes should be reviewed with extra care.

The Guidelines state three basic policies that should be adhered to, including:

Preserving the integrity of the contributing structures in the district. Alterations to contributing structures
should be designed in such a way that the altered structure still contributes to the district.

Design review emphasis should be restricted to changes that will be visible from the front or side public
right-of-way, or that would be visible in the absence of vegetation or landscaping.

Alterations to the portion of a property that are not visible from the public right-of-way should be subject
to very lenient review. Most changes to rear of the properties should be approved as a matter of course.
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The Guidelines that pertain to this project are as follows:
Fences should be subject to strict scrutiny if they detract significantly from the existing open streetscape.

Otherwise, fences should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are visible from the public right-of-way,
lenient scrutiny if they are not.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

STAFE DISCUSSION

The subject property is a ¢. 1927-1941 Colonial Revival-style Non-Contributing Resource within the
Chevy Chase Village Historic District. The property is on a corner lot, with its front (north) facing East
Kirke Street and its right side (west) adjacent to Connecticut Avenue. There is an existing 6’ tall wooden
stockade-style fence at rear, left side (east), and right side (west) of the property. The fence on the left
side (east) terminates at the rear of the house, while the fence on the right side (west) continues to the
approximate front of the house, with a return to the right/front (northwest) corner of the house. The return
is parallel to East Kirke Street and is highly visible from the public right-of-way. The applicants propose
to replace the existing fence with a 6’ tall wooden flatboard fence in the same location.

The Commission’s fence policy requires fences forward of the rear plane of houses within historic
districts to be no taller than 4’ with an open design, preserving the open streetscape. Fences beyond the
rear plane are allowed at a maximum height of 6’-6”.

Staff finds that the proposed fence should conform to the Commission’s fence policy to ensure that the
proposal does not detract from the character-defining features of the historic district or surrounding
streetscape. Staff recommends that the HPC approve the applicants’ proposal, with the condition that the
fence at the front (north) and right side (west) will be reduced to 4’ in height and be an open picket-style
fence to the approximate rear plane of the house, or that the proposed 6’ tall fence will be relocated to the
rear plane of the house at the front (north) and right side (west), with final review and approval delegated
to staff.

After full and fair consideration of the applicant’s submission staff finds the proposal, with the inclusion
of the staff recommended condition outlined above, as being consistent with the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-(b) 1 and 2, having found the proposal is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation outlined above.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application under the
Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b), having found that the proposal is consistent with the Chevy
Chase Village Historic District Guidelines identified above, and therefore will not substantially alter the
exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes
of Chapter 24A;

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation;,

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
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applicable to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or
michael.kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

contace zantr, andrew . umhau @ qma: L . com ContactPensen: PN OER] UM AU
- Daytime Phona No: 2OX . 334 . 200

Tukcmﬂu.:2‘6' ss ' "t‘l?;

Nemeof Property Ownar: ANDREW) . UMUHPVY  pimepronstie: S 2 F 2000

pddeess: O~ SRST I(REE ST, CHeEVT CHRSE ,md 20%(S

Stroor Number N City Staet Zip Code
¢ PHOBNIX FeNCE ¢ Dt o e 2O . TB2Z, 264 |
Contractor Registration he: M FHLC £ Alotb 22
Agent for Owner: Daytime Phone Ne.

LOCATION OF SUILDING PREMISE

House Number:_OL e EFET | KIRKE T,

Townit: SHEVT CHASEC  VILAEG, i cosssione Cot MECTICUT -RUE
o 29 e DM swdwison_SECTW L 2 ~ CHEVY cuns=

Liber: Folia: Parcst

[YPE OF PERNET AC TN AND USH

VA, CHECK ALL APPLICABLE: CHECK ALL APPLICABLE:
j@‘Cmuct O Bxtend (3 Alter/Renovats Gac O Saeb O Room Addition (] Porch (J Deck [J Shed
01 Move O tostat DX WreckRa 7 Sor [ Fropiace () Woodbuming Stove 0 Singls Famiy
D Revivior (] Repair [ flevocable. wau(mu-&mnl O Other:

18, C jon cost esti B 7,377

1C. M this i & revision of & previously spproved active permit, see Permit #

PART WO COMPLETE FORNEW CONSTRUCTION AND EXTEND/ADDITIONS
2A.  Type of sewage disposak: 01 O wssc 02 [ Septic 03 [C Other:
28.  Type of water supply: 01 [J wssc 02 (J wel 03 (J Other:

HACE: COMPLETE UNLY FON FERCERETAINING WA

3A. Height e feet o inchas

1B. Indicate whether the fence of retaining wall is to be on one of the followang |

/&nnpmwwmm L3 Entirety on land of owner () Dn public right of way/sesement
1 heraby certify that | have the authority to make the foregoing appiicati that the appiication is comect, and that the construction will comply with plans
approved ail agencies listed and | hersby acinowledge snd accept this to be & condition for the issuance of this permit
QMM/ Cennton Z 16 (&

Signature of owner or suthonred sgent Date

Approved: For Chairp Historic Preservation C
Oisspproved: Signature: Oste:
Applicstion/Permit No.: Date Filed: Oate Issued:
Edit 6/21/99 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR IN N



4. Descrintion of axisting structure{z} and anvironmental satting, including their historical features and significance:
GNFTING  STRACTUNRE 1S Al APPRNmAICZ? 3D Y oud

PE SrockaDE  FEMNCE EaieRING THE-  BACKE. YANRD
OF & TrwienTy  CTHE 4euse wAs BicT = 193%)
TG FENCE 1S ROTTING | WARPED , AND HAS AUMEncsS
MUSSING  ScaTS

b. General description of project and its sffect on the historic sesource{s), the envirenmantal setting, and, whera appiicable, the historic district
REPLICE SHISTING PENCE WTH  PreSsee -TREATED
RATROAND ANl THE: _ExSTiNG  FooT AR it .
THIS Slesred NOT Wenwe AN IMRACT on)

PVEERLL, REDOUNRLES) ENVIRgpmeITt SETPNG  on-
THE MASTORLE T TR T

2. SHEPLAN
Site and environmental sstting, drawn to scafs. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include:
8. the scals, north amow, and date;
b, dimensions of a¥ existing and proposed structures; and

¢. site featuras such as walkways, drivaways, fances, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, machanical equipment, and landscaping.

a. Schematic construction pisas, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, windaw and doar openings, and athar
fixeed featuras of bath the existing resaurcels) and the preoossd work.

b. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions; clearly indicating proposad work in relation existing construction und, when approprists, context.
A4 nls and fixturas prop ’mmmmmmﬂmmﬂm&mmm“mw:mmmmgtm
facade affected by the propasad work is required,

Y

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General dascription of meterials and manufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the projact. This information may be inciudad on your
design drawmngs.

5. EHOTQGRAPHS

& Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected portions. Al lsbals should be plecad on the
front of photographs,

b. Cleasly Inbat photographic prints of the resource ss viswed from the pulsic right-ol-wey and of the adjaining properties. Al labals thould be placed on
the front of photographs.

5. TREE SURVEY

1 you are proposing ion adj to ar within the dripline of any tree &* or larger in diametsr (at approximately 4 feet abova the ground), you
must fila an accurate tres survey identifying the size, location, and species of each treq of at least that dimension.

For ALL projects, provide an accurate fist of adjscent and canfronting propesty awners {nat tonants}, including names, eddresses, and Zip codss. This list
should include the awners of all Jots or parcals which adjoin the parcelin question, a3 well as tha cwnier(s} of lot{s) or parcel{s) which is directy across
the straethighway from the parced in quastion.

PLEASE PRINT {IN BLUE OR BLACK INX) OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION BN THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GLIDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS.

I
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Andrew Umhau
2 East Kirke St.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

HAWP application

3. Plans and Elevations

Current fence is to be replaced in entirety by flatboard fence with capboard but with the same
dimensions, location, size, and general fence (but not stockade style.) It will follow the same
perimeter/line as the existing fence and gates. The pressure treated pine flatboard will be mounted on
4’ X 4’ posts in ground with cement. The 3 gates will be mounted on 6’ X 6’ posts in ground 30” in
ground with cement. Post tops will have wooden low pyramid caps.

Flatbr wih capard .
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Andrew Umhau
2 East Kirke St.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

HSWP application

4. Materials Specifications

Flatboard 1 X 6 X 6 pressure treated pine with pressure treated pine clapboard as fencing
4 X 4 posts in ground with cement

3-42" gates of similar woad

6 X 6 posts in ground 30" with cement associated with gates

Wooden pyramid caps for post tops
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Andrew Umhau
2 East Kirke St.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

HAWP Application

6. Tree Survey

No trees are expected to be affected by the replacement of this fence. The majority
of the trees are old Leyland Cypress that had been planted decades ago for screening
and I would estimate to be generally 50 feet high. The other mature trees are a
Catalpa, Bgset , Cedar, and Locust. They would be greater than 75 feet tall.
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING

[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .

Owner’s mailing address
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cxtevYt CHAse MDD
2o%IS

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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