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Preliminary Consultation
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT
Address: 4807 Dorset Ave., Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 5/23/2018
Resource: Contributing Resource, {Secondary/Post-1915) Report Date: 5/16/2018

{Somerset Historic District)
Public Notice: 51972018

Applicant: Maya Weil
{Adam Greene, Agent) Tax Credit: No
Review: Preliminary Consultation Staff: Michael Kyne

Case Number: N/A

PROPOSAL: Pedestrian access construction

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the applicant make any revisions based on the HPC’s recommendations and return
for a HAWP application.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Somerset District, (Secondary/Post-1915)
STYLE: Eclectic-Craftsman
DATE: ¢. 1918

The subject property is a ¢. 1918 Contributing Resource within the Somerset Historic District. The
historic house was originally constructed as a “Siberian cedar log home,” and, while it has experienced
additions and alterations throughout the years, it retains a high level of integrity and an eclectic
architectural vocabulary that contributes to the significance of the Somerset Historic District. The front
elevation of the house faces Dorset Avenue, which is more than 200" from the house, with two side-by-
side platted lots between the house and Dorset Avenue. The house is currently accessed via a long, shared
driveway off of Surrey Street. According to the 1927 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (see image in Staff
Discussion), the subject property has always had a Dorset Avenue address.



Somerset Historic District Boundary (Subject Property Circled)

PROPOSAL
The applicant proposes the following work items at the subject property:

e Construction of a pedestrian access gate with stone and concrete entry walls adjacent to the public
sidewalk at Dorset Avenue.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Somerset Historic District several documents
are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These documents
include Montgomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter 24A4), the Somerset Historic District Guidelines
(Guidelines), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent
information in these documents is outlined below.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A4-8

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements
of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an histori



resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the
purposes of this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit
of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the
permit.

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or
architectural style.

Somerset Historic District Guidelines

¢  Other important features which create and enhance the historic character of the Somerset
community include: the spacing and rhythm of buildings, the uniform scale of existing houses,
the relationship of houses to the street, the ample size lots and patterns of open space in the
neighborhood, the mature trees and landscaping, and the grid system of streets with clearly
defined streetscapes. These elements should be retained and preserved as the area continues to
grow and develop.

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features,
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” The Standards are as follows:

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materizals
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity
of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that

if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

©



STAFF DISCUSSION:

1927 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (Subject Property Circled in Red)

The proposed pedestrian access will be 10°-4” W x 12°-6” L and will consist of bluestone pavers set on
concrete, with a 3°-2” H concrete wall at its left side and a 3°-3” H stacked stone wall at its right side.
There will be a pivoting gate constructed from horizontal steel rods and wood slats between the two walls.
A backlit address plate will be installed on the concrete wall facing Dorset Avenue. The pedestrian access
is designed to take cues from the historic house and a 2014 left-side addition, which was approved by the
HPC. The historic house is more than 200 from Dorset Avenue, with two side-by-side platted lots
between the historic house and Dorset Avenue, and, at 12°-6” in length, the proposed pedestrian access
will terminate a great distance from the historic house.

Currently, there is a temporary aluminum arbor with gate and a small walkway consisting of widely
spaced flagstone pavers set on dirt in the location of the proposed pedestrian access. The existing
walkway is of average width (approximately 3°) and only extends a short distance from the sidewalk.
There are also temporary address signs for the subject property staked in the ground in the same location.
At staff’s request, the applicant has provided photographic examples of similar features located within the
historic district; however, the submitted photographs depict stone retaining walls and/or masonry piers
that flank traditional walkways or driveways that extend from the sidewalk or street to the front of the
house. The applicant has not provided any examples of similar features to demonstrate compatibility with
the streetscape, and staff could not locate any similar features within the historic district.

As proposed, the pedestrian access is more characteristic of a parking entrance than walkway, due to its
prominent location and the size of the proposed hardscape, the gate, and the tall, flanking entry walls. @



parking pad or driveway in this location would require a new curb cut, and the applicant has not
demonstrated that a curb cut would be or has been approved by the Town or County. Although many of
the other properties on Dorset Avenue have short driveways and or walkways at the front, those features
are generally consistent in their proximity to the house, material, and respective dimensions.

Staff finds that proposed pedestrian access is incompatible with the streetscape of the historic district in
design, location, and material. The proposed pedestrian access will be located adjacent to the public
sidewalk not far removed from Dorset Avenue, which serves as the primary entrance to the historic
district, and it has the potential to detract from the character-defining features of the streetscape and
historic district as a whole. Staff recommends that the proposed pedestrian access not be approved;
however, staff does find that a new pedestrian access that is compatible with the streetscape in design and
dimensions would be appropriate in this location. Staff recommends that the applicant explore compatible
and appropriate alternatives and return with a revised HAWP application.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

+ Staff recommends that the proposed pedestrian access not be approved.

» Staff recommends that the applicant explore compatible and appropriate alternatives and return
with a revised HAWP application.
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APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

contactenan: _ADAM GREENE

coatact waail: AGREENE@BONSTRA.COM

Daytima Phane No: 202-328-5715

T Account No: 00537206

Nama of Property Owner, MAYA WEIL Daytims Phone Mo; 703-409-3832

asaress: _ 4807 DORSET AVE. CHEVY CHASE MD 20815
Streat Numbar City Sow Ziyy Coce

¢ TBD Phone He.

Contractor Regiztretion Na.;

Agert for Gwer Baytime Pione No.:

\LATION OF ULV PREME

Houss Number: 4807 s DORSET AVENUE
towncity: SOMERSET/CHEVY CHASE tteamttron siee SURREY STREET
Loz 36 Block: 2 Subdivision; 0044
e 15135 Folia: 0061 Pacs: N/A
= LIPEOF PERNET MCTION ANG USE
1A CHECK ALL APPUICADLE: CHECK ALL APPLICARLE:
@ Constaet [ Bxend 3 Ale/Rentvate OAM Ose 03 Room Additios [ Porch 0 Deck [0 Shed
O Move (3 il O Wieckfam 3 S 3 Frsplace ] Woodbuming Stove 3 SigleFamily
- T Revision 3 Aepair [J Revoeable. & Fenca/Wak {complews Section 4] 0 Ot

1B. Comstruction costestimate: $ 550,000

1T, # this is a revision of & praviusly approved sctive permit, see Permit # INJA

PANL IV COMPLETE FORTNEW CONST LTI AND EXTCRuA DT Tuh

2A.  Type of suwage disposal: ot O wsse 02 5 Sepeic 03 3 Other:

8. Type of water supply: 01 £ WsSC 02 {J Wek 03 O3 Otter:

e SUNESETE UMY Tof FENCERE TOUNING WAL

FRONT WALL: 38" FROM GRADE TO T.0. WALL
WALL AT TOP OF DRIVEWAY: 48" FROM GRADE TO T.0. WALL
8. Indicatm whather the funce sr retnining wall s 1o be constructed on ons of the folewing locations:

13 O party fine/proporty loe 0 Erisady on land of ovwner 1 O public right of way/stsement

A Heigt fost inchas

! vy cartily that | bave the authority 10 make e foregoing spplication, that the application is comect, and that the consiruction will comply with plant
spproved by sil ayanciss listed and | hereby ecinowiadge snd accept thix fo ba & condition for the issusnce of Ihis permt.

@D—" 4/18/2018

Signaturs of oweer or suthonzed agent Datw
AppiicstionPemut No.: Date Filod: Date bstued:

Edit 6771749 SEER |IDE FOR IN



o Dascription of existing structure{s} and snvironmertal stiing, including their historical festires and significance:
RECENTLY COMPLETED RENOVATION AND ADDITION TO HISTCRIC HOME BUILT
IN 1919. PROPERTY INCLUDES A LARGE LAWN FRONTING DORSET AVENUE
WITH EXISTING STONE WALL FEATURES AT THE SHARED DRIVEWAY ENTRANCE
AND THE SIDE YARD TO THE WEST OF THE HOUSE.

b. Wmm«mmmmMmumms).hmmmmmmnmm

Lo T—————— e : #§ NEW STONE AND CONCRETE
ENTRY WALLS AND GATE (LIGHTING, ADDRESS PLACCARD AND LANDSCAPING TO BE
COMPLETED AS PART OF THIS WORK OUTSIDE OF APPROVALS) (il

. SITEPLAN

Site and emviranrmental setting, drewn to scela. You may use yow plat. Your site plen must include:

& the scale, north armow, and date;

b. dimensions of ai existing snd proposed structures; s

G ﬁumm“mmwmmmM.mmmuwﬁM

& Schemstic cosstrvction plans, with marked dimensions, indi fan, zive end ¢ i
Soke e racion plom ot inens mmxm genensl type of walis, window and door openings, and ather

b, mtmt,mmmm;mwmmmMummmmmW
Ali materisls and fixtures propased for the exterior rmust be notad the sievations drawings. An wditting proposed elevation dawing
facads sfiected by the prapasad work is required. * h yod wheach

- MIATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

smwummmmmmmmmmmummmmthmm

. PHOTOGRAPHS

2. Cioarly inbaiad photographic prints of sach facade of existi , inchudi i i
Geary | eaisting resource, inchuding details of the affecied portions. AZilabets shoud be pleced on the

b, Clearly label photographic prints of the viswed from thy public ri !
oy aoe . reSOUICE B2 wmwmqﬁwmupmmummmwm

- TAEE SURVEY

Nmxemw&ummucﬁonmmarwm:inmdripﬁmnfmvmﬁ'mluwhdim{ummm' -4 Teet sbave the ground
must fils s acourats tres survey dentifying the size, location, and species of each tree of st esst thet dimension, hyed

h&m,wﬁ&mmﬁnﬂmmwﬁmMmtmm} inciuding names, addresses, and 5ip codes. This st
shocd inciude tha cwniers of sl lots ar parcels which adjoin the parcs! n ouest : o
ho ; plrguiris plmh sdjoin WmMuwdnﬁumnﬂs)afw:)wMIMhMm

PLEASE PRINT (1M BLUE OR BLACK INX) OR TYPE TRIS INFORMATION U THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
Mﬂavmmmwmmummummmmmmm ' @\
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: EXISTING SHARED DRIVEWAY ENTRY @ SURREY STREET

Detail: FRONT PARKING COURT, LANDSCAPING & HOME ADDITION/ RENOVATION

Applicant:

Page:



Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: SIDE YARD RETAINING WALL

Applicant:

Page:__



Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: ORIGINAL SIDE YARD RETAINING WALL

Detail: FRONT PARKING COURT AND LANDSCAPING

Applicant:

Page:__



Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: REAR DECK AND STAIR

Detail:

Applicant:

Page:__


















g
:
4

=







i X

> 3

.:\"\’?’\\\ti -

N g




p—

LOCATION OF PROPOSED
PEDESTRIAN ENTRYWAY

- oo

s, AR
Pl ¥ A R
- - RNy i

A @AY

<
[od
I_
(7p]
L
[
s
0.
V)
=
|—
&
-
L

ENTRYWAY




s
<
1
i_
%)
|1
(]
w
[N
&)
Z

i
._
>
i

ENTRYWAY




TP e S NURRE X
IVEGPFTOR N 5
: TN AW gt a5
o YA L . LR

4
e (o

[a
L
w
O
a
®)
2
o
L
@
z
Q
-
<
O
o
e

PEDESTRIAN ENTRYWAY




N4 5 \ p
"-‘:‘-““V“-‘I%‘h

ﬂf;w ,‘ “
48 '5"‘&.’55“.’:{

Q>
tH <
o=
o >
S¢
o
i
0%
v
(o=
=
i
O 0
O w
o







LISHO0d 728V

LT ST EA













.?Juh“\’..,‘g Y. “r
W% s RN




. ~
Y as S i A 3 - -

serzevses sasaseseran
NI RS DRI RIRRRISIRAL

ST L L ]




s

—
Q
v
-
2
&)
O
74
e
I-—
T
oz
s
=
e
- fa
=
<
)
x
- LU
e
=
0
@
(a»]
‘00




HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING

[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owmers] .

Owner’s mailing address

Maya Well
4807 Dorset Ave
Chevy Chase MD 20815

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

Maya Wail

Jody and Rodd Macklin

4807 Dorset Ave 4817 Dorset Ave

Chevy Chase MD 20815 Chevy Chase MD 20815
Patricia and Robert Gage Dabney and James Goold
4805 Dorset Ave 5812 Surrey St
Chevy Chase MD 20815 Chevy Chase MD 20815
Leslie and Phyllis Wiesenfelder David Brown
4812 Cumberiand Ave 4814 Cumberland Ave
Chevy Chase MD 20815 Chevy Chase MD 20815




Adjacent and confronting i’roperty Owners mailing addresses

Megan Spellacy and Perry Urken

Jay Klug and Jamie Hechinger

4816 Cumberiand Ave 4816 Dorset Ave

Chevy Chase MD 20815 Chevy Chase MD 20815
Nancy Galler

5712 Surrey St

Chevy Chase MD 20815






