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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT

Address: 7418 Maple Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date:  5/23/18
Resource: Non-Contributing Resource Report Date: 5/18/18

Takoma Park Historic District
Applicant: Jeff and Amber Bell Public Notice:  5/11/18
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: N/A
Case Number: 37/03-1300 Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Tree House Construction
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE:  Non-Contributing Resource to the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Cape Cod

DATE: c. 1930-40

The house at 7418 Maple Ave., Takoma Park is a one-and-a-half story, side-gable, asphalt-
shingled, Cape Cod, with gable dormers. The house is three bays wide with six-over-six
windows at either side of the ceniral entrance. To the rear there is a later, non-historic, addition
with a shed roof, sided in Hardi clapboards. The gravel driveway is placed to the right of the
house, which, because of the significant slope of Maple Ave. is one floor below grade. A large
concrete retaining wall, capped by a single row of bricks, separates the front yard from the
driveway.
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Figure I: 7418 Maple Ave.
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PROPOSAL
The applicant is proposing to construct a tree house and playground in the rear of the property.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Takoma Park Historic District
several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their
decision. These documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved
and adopted amendment for the Takoma Park Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery
County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter 244), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below.

Takoma Park Historic District Guidelines

There are two very general, broad planning and design concepts which apply to all categories.
These are:

The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are at all visible from the
public right-of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the
majority of new additions will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and,

The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to
reinforce and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than
to impair the character of the district.

Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources should receive the most lenient level of design
review. Most alterations and additions to Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources should be
approved as a matter of course. The only exceptions would be major additions and alterations to
the scale and massing of Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources which affect the
surrounding streetscape and/or landscape and could impair character of the district as a whole.

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 244
) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject

to such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes
and requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or
historic resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the
achievement of the purposes of this chapter;

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work
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shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials,
features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property
and its environment,

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION

In the rear of the property there are two tree stumps, approximately 7° (seven feet) and 5° (five
feet) tall. The applicant proposes to construct a playground and trechouse in two platforms using
the tree stumps as a base.

On top of the taller, rear, stump the applicant proposes to construct an enclosed treehouse. The
trechouse will be 8 9” (eight feet, nine inches) tall; and 8’ (eight feet) wide by 11° (eleven feet)
deep). The trechouse section will have a low-pitched roof and a combination of wood clapboard
siding and wood shingle siding. The treechouse section will be supported by 2” x 8” (two by
eight inch) diagonal braces. The treehouse will be more than 25 (twenty-five) feet to the rear of
the house and will be several feet below ridge line of the house.

In front of the treehouse section will be a platform section built on top of the lower tree stump.
The platform will have a wood guardrail. The platform will be 7° 6™ (seven feet, six inches)
deep and 8’ (eight feet) wide. To provide access to the platform the applicant proposes to
construct a ladder on the left side and a climbing rope to the right side.

The drawings also show a circular slide and note that it is an optional component. Staff
encourages the HPC to evaluate this slide as part of the proposal as its approval will eliminate
the need for a post-approval revision to the design. The proposed slide is a totally enclosed slide
consistent with the drawing shown on A102 of the application.

Staff finds that the proposal will not alter the scale and massing of the non-contributing resource
or the surrounding streetscape. The trechouse and playground will set largely behind the house
and will only be minimally visible from the public right-of-way. Additionally, the step slope and
retaining wall to the right of the lot, further limit the view of the proposed construction from the
right-of-way.

Staff additionally finds that the treehouse is of a form and materials that are consistent with an
accessory structure in the Takoma Park Historic District and supports approval.



Figure 3: Closer v

iew showing right side of house

with stumps minimally visible.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application;

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant
will present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for permits {(if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department
of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling
the DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more
than two weeks following completion of work.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

Contactpuson: 155 DAVIE
Daytime Phone Ho; { 202) 1A4-8194

Contact Email: ‘E.?.C‘:qvls Q_,GH-“&+

Tax Accowut Na.:

Name of Proparty Owner: ) E 2 Ter Daytine Phon No.:

s 141D pAAPLE AVE  “TAVoua FARL. . MDD i
Stress Numbar City b Steat Zp Codde

S o e L N SO ST S o s (o) TAA-BI94
Contractot Registration No.: & BV 22

Agortfor Owner: ~ VEIIIAai A TDAVAS Deyime Phone e (. 2520) T44 -8 14
LOCATION OF SURTHNG Y

Housa Number: ____ {4 VD ' smee AT LE Ave

iy ALty TAEC NowmstGusssisot  EHEV e ADE P A

ot 21C  euae B{o sudnision: Ty sesTwie

Libr Folio: Parcat

LYPE CF PERNSTY ACTIIN AN UY

1A CHECK ALL APPLICABLE: CHECK ALL APPLICARLE:
@/Cmmm O Extend (] Atw/Rancvais A Oswb O Room Addionr 3 Porch B’Bﬂ O shed
I Move O sl 0J Wenck/Rame T Solr (1 Frapiacs (] Woodbuming Stove 9 Singhe Famidy
O Revision [ Repair  {) Revocabls. O Fanca/Wal {complew Saction 4) LE/oau:'T“p'EEf\W.C{:’,

1B. Construction costestimaes: § ] S &5
1G, if this is & revision of & previousty spproved active permit, ses Paimil #

i LUMPLLIRTCR NEW Lo TRUCTION AND EAT e ADD TGN

A Type of sewsge disposat 61 [J wsst 02 01 Septic 92 7 Othar: ~ /r‘\-

0. Type of wter supply: o1 O] wsse 02 7 wet 03 O Other: txi_/a"r

M LIE B FON TERLSALTAINING WA

JA. Hsight feot inches

IB. Indicate whaether the fence or rataining wall is to be constnicted on one of the fullgwing lncations;
17 On party line/proparty ling L) Entitety on land of ownes {3 On public right of way/seasment

{ heraby caruty that | have the authority to make the faregoing agplication, that the application i comett, and that the construclion wilf comply with plans

approved by ail agenciss listed and | h acknowiedge and accep! this lo be a condition for the issuancs of this parmi
\-—/iné. 5z [2o18
' Dats

Sighaturs of owner oF suthorized sgent

Appwoved: For Cheimperson, Historic Presarvation Commission
Oisepprovad: Signatury: Date:
Applicatien/Prrmit No.: Datw Flad: Oate lssved;

it 8721789 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS @



THE FOLLOWING ITEMS THE
REQUIRED DOCUME UsT Al PLICATION.

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJEGT
& Descristion of existing struchurels) and environmental stting, including thei historical features and significence:

Brico  A-Wes Boote W it g egd Bl oo

T W

b. Genwral deseription of project and its affect on the historic resource{s), the environmantsl setting, and, where applicable, tha historic district

Pa Clondn  SeT o Kabe e 1oe come A

Weee Noute |, SL\0E |, ciuBodks th T, e

2. SITEPLAN
Site and amvironmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan must include:
2. the scals, north arraw, and date;
b. dimensions of alt existing and proposed structuras: and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fencas, ponds, steams, trash dumpsters, mechanicat equipment, and landseaping,

a  Schemstic construction plans, with marked dimensians, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window and door cpanings, and ather
fixed featuras of bath the existing resourcefs) and the preposed work.

b. Elevations {facades), with marked dimensions; clearly indicating proposed work in refation to existing construction and, when eppraprists, context.

Nimumﬁah-andﬁxﬂummndhrmmhrmmmonmmmmm“kﬁngmammmmm&mdm
facade affectad by the proposad work is required.

4. MATEBIALS SPECIFICATIONS

Genesal description of materials and manufactured itsms proposed for incorporation in the wark of the projact, This information may be includad on your
design drawings.

5. PHOTOGRAPHS

2. Clearly labafed phatographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including datalls of the affscted porticns. Al [shals should be pleced on the
front of photagraphs.

b. Clearly lahel photographic prints of the rasource 25 viewed from the public right-of-wary and of the adjoining properties. Al labeix should be placed on
the front of photographs.

E. TREE SURVEY

i you are propasing construction adjscent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or farger in diameter {at approximately 4 fast abovs tha grounds, you
must fils an accurate tree survey idantifying the size, lacation, and species of each tree of at least that dimansion,

For ALL projects, provide an sccurate fist of adjacent and confronting progerty awners {not tenants), including names, addresses, and zip codes. This list
should include tha awners of aff lats or parceis which adinin the parzel in Guestion, as well ss tha owner{s) of lot{s) or parcel{s} which lis directly acrass
the sreat/highway from the parces in question.

PLEASE PRINT {IN BLIUE OR BLACK INIG OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE. i
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS. 7



HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .

Owner’s mailing address
Jefr ¢ Aceefl-Beu
A8 pmafLe Ave
TAL oA TR | MO 203173

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

TE:>a DAL

2 T G R
L wﬁk—sr\—m.)é’vu\\ DC—Q’@—RD"

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

AL AP E A e

TA2o mAfie Ave

417 MAFLE AV

T41] e Ave

T4l mafe Ave

742\ mafe Ave
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: Viewd o Der v

Detail: J\EN Flown, Doy

Applicant: Page:
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KID's BACKYARD
TREE-HOUSE DESIGN
7418 MAPLE AVE., TAKOMA PARK, MD
HISTORIC REVIEW SET

APRIL 9, 2018
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