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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 9902 Capitol View Ave., Silver Spring Meeting Date: ~ 3/14/18

Resource: Nominal Resource Report Date: 3/7/18
Capitol View Historic District

Review: HAWP Public Notice: 2/28/18

Case Number: 31/18A Tax Credit: None
Applicant: David Blaufarb Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Tree Removal

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Nominal Resource to the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Eclectic/Craftsman

DATE: c.1944

The subject property is a two-story house that has several non-historic additions and alterations.
Its current form is a side gable two-story house with a large front-facing gable. The house has
Hardi siding with two over two sash windows and a partial-width, shed-roofed, front porch. The
front yard is primarily grass, while the rear of the property has some mature trees around the
property boundary.

PROPOSAL
The applicant proposes to remove an 18” (eighteen inch) d.b.h. California Redwood tree.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Capitol View Park Historic District
several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their
decision. These documents include the Approved & Adopted Sector Plan for Capitol View &
Vicinity (Sector Plan), Monigomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter 244), and the Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these

documents is outlined below.



Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8(b)

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to
such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and
requirements of this chapter, if it {inds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or
historic resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the
achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to remove an 187 (eighteen inch) d.b.h. California Redwood from the
rear of the property. The tree is located between the rear accessory structure and the left property
boundary. The applicant has indicated that they are not planning on planting any new trees on
the property.

Staff finds that the loss of this tree, primarily due to its placement at the rear of the lot will not
substantially alter the exterior features of the house or the surrounding district (24A-8(b)(1)).
While this tree does add variety to the tree canopy for the historic district, it is a non-native
species placed in a precarious location. Staff supports its approval.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with
Chapter 24A-8 and the Takoma Park Historic District Design Guidelines;

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant
will present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department
of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling
the DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more
than two weeks following completion of work.
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Site Plan
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