LE
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT
Addvress: 9821 Wightman Rd., Gaithersburg Meeting Date: 3/14/2018
Resource: Wightman House Report Date: 3/7/2018
Master Plan Site #14/53
Applicant: Kathleen Sentkowski Public Notice: 2/28/2018
(Alan Abrams, Architect)
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: N/A
Case Number: 14/53-18A Staff: Michael Kyne

PROPOSAL: Building addition

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan Site
STYLE: Queen Anne
DATE: ¢. 1904-1908

Exeept from Damascus-Goshen Historic Resources (Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation in Montgomery County, Approved and Adopted, April 2009):

John and Mary Wightman built the house soon after they acquired the property in 1904. The
Wightmans were white farmers who employed Prathertown residents on their 141-acre
property. The property was subdivided sometime after 1965. The Queen Anne-influenced
design of the residence reflects a knowledge and acceptance of national archifecture trends
that is not common in the Damascus area in this time period. The house has replacement
siding and windows.

BACKGROUND

The applicant appeared before the Commission for a preliminary consultation at the May 24, 2017 HPC
meeting and returned with a HAWP application at the June 28, 2017 HPC meeting. The applicant’s
previous proposal included the construction of a one-story rear addition, construction of a small deck at the
left side of the proposed rear addition and historic house, and the construction of a raised patio at the right
side of the proposed rear addition.
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PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes to scale down and reconfigure the previously approved one-story rear addition,
deck, and patio to accommodate a previously undocumented septic line.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

In accordance with section 1.5 of the Historic Preservation Commission Rules, Guidelines, and Procedures
(Regulation No. 27-97) (“Regulations™), in developing its decision when reviewing a Historic Area Work
Permit application for an undertaking at a Master Plan site the Commission uses section 24A-8 of the
Montgomery County Code (“Chapter 24A*), the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for
Rehabilitation (“Standards™), and pertinent guidance in applicable master plans. [Note: where guidance in
an applicable master plan is inconsistent with the Standards, the master plan guidance shall take
precedence (Section 1.5(b) of the Regulations).] The pertinent information in these documents,
incorporated in their entirety by reference herein, is outlined below.

When reviewing projects at the Wightman House (Master Plan Site #14/53), the Commission uses
information found in Damascus-Goshen Historic Resources (Amendment fo the Master Plan for
Historic Preservation in Montgomery County, Approved and Adopted, April 2009) for guidance.
Specifically, the Commission should refer to the following statements, when applicable:

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING: Parcel P775, being 0.49 acres.
The setting excludes the right-of-way for Wightman Road.
Sec. 244-8. Same-Criteria for issuance.

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and
information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is sought
would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement or ultimate
protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the purposes of this
chapter.
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this
chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of
this chapter; or
(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a manner
compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the historic site or
historic district in which an historic resource is located; or
(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or
(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; [emphasis added] or
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(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit of the
alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the permit.
(c) Itis not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or
architectural style,
(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district, the
commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the
historic district. (Ovd No. 94, § 1; Ord No. 11-59,)

Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

The Secretary of the Interior defines rehabilitation as “the act or process of making possible a compatible
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or features,
which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.” Because the property is a Master Plan Site,
the Commission’s focus in reviewing the proposal should be the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation. The Standards are as follows:

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in 2 new use that requires minimal
change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural
elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their
own right shall be retained and preserved.

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that
characterize a historic property shall be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of
missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall
not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible.

8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials
that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be
compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity

of the property and its environment.



10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The subject property is a ¢. 1904-1908 Queen Anne-style individually listed Master Plan Site (Wightman
House), which is located at the crest of steeply sloped lot at the corner of Wightman Road and Brink Road
in Gaithersburg. The rear and left side of the lot is heavily forested, making the left side of the historic
house negligibly visible from the public right-of-way, at best.

The applicant previously appeared before the Commission for a preliminary consultation at the May 24,
2017 HPC meeting and returned with a HAWP application at the June 28, 2017 HPC meeting. The
applicant’s previous proposal included the construction of a one-story rear addition, construction of a small
deck at the left side of the proposed rear addition and historic house, and the construction of a raised patio
at the right side of the proposed rear addition. The applicant has returned with a revised proposal to
accommodate a previously undocumented septic line.

Specifically, the applicant has made the following revisions:

e The proposed rear addition has been inset further from the left side of the historic house (the exact
dimensions were not specified in the provided plans), and an extension has been added to the
previously approved left-side deck to retain its connection to the rear addition.

e The previously approved raised patio at the right side of the rear addition has been removed from
the proposal.

e The previously approved covered portico at the right side of the rear addition has been removed
from the proposal.

¢ The interior rooms and stairs have been reconfigured and/or changed to serve a different function.

e The previously approved master bedroom with octagonal bay in the rear/left corner of the rear
addition has been removed from the proposal, and a screened porch is proposed in its place.

e A 2-8” deep x 7’-4” wide rectangular bay has been added to rear/right side of the proposed rear
addition.

Staff fully supports the applicant’s revisions, finding that the proposal will not detract from the character-
defining features of the subject property. Specifically, staff finds the following:

e The proposed addition remains entirely at the rear of the historic house.

e  The proposed rear addition is modest in scale and allows the historic house to be clearly perceived
as the predominant structure.

e The applicant proposes to use the same materials as previously approved (wood trim, fiber cement
siding, aluminum-clad double-hung one-over-one windows, and asphalt shingle roofing).

e  Although the right side of the revised rear addition will be nearly coplanar with the right-side
octagonal bay of the historic house, a 7° indention will be retained, allowing the rear corner of the
historic house to be perceived and providing differentiation.

e The entire right side of the proposed addition is also inset well behind the existing wraparound
covered porch of the historic house (the exact dimensions were not specified in the provided
plans).

¢ The previously proposed covered portico at the rear/right side of the rear addition, which projected
beyond the right-side octagonal bay, has been removed from the proposal.



o The previously proposed raised patio at the right side of the rear addition, which was coplanar with
the existing wraparound covered porch of the historic house, has been removed from the proposal.

After full and fair consideration of the applicant’s submission staff finds the proposal as being consistent
with the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-(b) 1 and 2, having found the proposal is consistent with the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation outlined above.

STAFEF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-8(b), having found that the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic
resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A;

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if applicable
to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to submission for the
Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they propose
to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will contact the
staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or michael. kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to
schedule a
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REVISED HAWP Application for
An Addition to the Wightman House
Kathleen Sentkowski Residence
9821 Wightman Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20879
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
February 16, 2018

Existing Structure and Setting
(please refer to Maryland Historic Trust inventory Form)

Description of Project

This is a revision to a previous application. The revision is required due to the discovery of an
undocumented septic line adjacent to the (previously) proposed addition. The revised plan is
repositioned and scaled down to conform to Well and Septic setbacks.

The revised proposal is for a single story addition over a full basement, attached to the north (rear) end
of the existing building. The addition wili consist of an office, including an entry, stairway to the new
basement, laundry and bathroom, and screened porch

The addition will be distinguished from and subordinated to the existing historic structure principally by
its massing and roof geometry. The entry and stairway to the basement will function as a hyphen, linking
the office and associated spaces to the main block of the existing house. The entire massing of the
addition will be within the width of the original building.

Exterior elements will be similar to the previous application. Cladding will be fiber cement, windows will
be aluminum clad doubte hung, roofing will be fiberglass shingles.
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REVISED HAWP Application for
An Addition to the Wightman House
Kathleen Sentkowski Residence
9821 Wightman Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20879
Adjsining atid Confronting Property Owrniers
February 16, 2018

Glen and Diane Fitzpatrick {Principal Residence and Premises Address)
9010 Brink Road

Gaithersburg, MD 20882

Legal Description: Dorsey Meadow Parcel P801 Subdivision 0001

Martin L & NS Wenk (Principal Residence and Premises Address)
5740 Wightman Road

Gaithersburg, MD 20879

Legal Description: Goshen Estates Subdivision 0080 Block S Lot5

Kathleen Sentkowski {Principal Residence}

9821 Wightman Road

Gaithersburg, MD 20879

Subject property:

9325 Wightman Road

Gaithersburg, MD 20879

Legal Description: Outlot D Goshen Estates Subdivision 0003 Block C

Ismail Sulaiman Olubiyi (Principal Residence and Premises Address)
20824 Bell Biuff Road

Gaithersburg, MD 20879

Legal Description: Goshen Estates Subdivision 0080 Block R Lot 1

Goshen Estates Inc. (Principal Residence)

5410 Olney Laytonsville Road

Olney, MD 20832

Subject Property:

Legal Description: PL 11010 Outlot C Goshen Estates

Montgomery County, MD

EOB 101 Monroe Street

Rockville, MD 20850

Subject Property:

Legal Description: Wightman Road PAR 15-B GR SEN EXT Stream Valley Park

Montgomery County, MD

County Office Building

Rockyvilie, MD 20850

Subject Property:

{egal Description: Wightman Road PAR 15-C GR SEN EXT Stream Valley Park



PREVIOUS PROPOSAL
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