EXPEDITED
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT
Address: 7204 Spruce Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date: 3/14/18
Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 3/7/18
Takoma Park Historic District
Review: HAWP Public Notice: 2/28/18
Case Number: 37/03-180 Tax Credit: n/a
Applicant: Nicolas Mitchel Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Site wall removal
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the IPC approve the HAWP application.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource to the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Colonial Revival
DATE: c.1923

The subject property is a two-and-a-half story, front gable house, with clapboard siding, two
bays wide with a full width covered porch. At the front of the property there is a CMU block
wall that is partially overgrown.

The applicant proposes to remove this non-historic feature and fill it in with dirt, grass, and or
plantings.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

__ X _Approval
Approval with conditions.

Approval is based on the following criteria from Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code,
Section 8(b): The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit
subject to such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes
and requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:

__x__1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site,
or historic resource within an historic district; or

__x__ 2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical,
archeoiogmal architectural or cultural features of the historic site, or the historic dlstr1®



in which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the
achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or

3. The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or
private utilization of the historic site, or historic resource located within an historic
district, in a manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural
value of the historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located, or

4. The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be
remedied; or

5. The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be
deprived of reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

6. In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site, or historic
resource located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use
and benefit of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by
granting the permit.
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE CORMPLETED AND THE
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS JAUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION,

V. WRATEN DESCRIFTION OF PROJECT

& Descrintion of existing structurs{s) and environmantal zatting, including their historical features end significancs:

SEC AVAUE)  BANSTING  STROLTWE

b. Gereral description of project and its effact an the historic resourcels), the environmantal satting., and, where applicebla, the historic district:

SEE ATTAMED " PéesBCT

2. SITEPLAN
Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale, You may use your plat. Your site plan must include:
2. the scale, north arrow, and date;
b. dimensions of all existing snd proposed structures; and

¢. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS
You must subrort 2 copigs of plags and elevations. in a format ha larger than 18" x 17°. Plans on 8 1/2"x 11" fapsr are prafemeg,

& Schematic construction plaas, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window and dear opanings, and cther
fixad festures of both the axisting resourcefs} and the oroposed work,

t. Elevations {facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to existing construction snd, whan sppropriate, context.
Al meterials and fixtures propased for the exterior must be noted on tha alevations drawings. An existing and a proposad slsvation drawing of ezch
facade affected by the proposed work is required.

4. MATERIA ICATT

General description of materials and menufsctured items progesed for incorporetion in the work of tha project, This information may be included on your
design drawings.

5. PHOTOGRAPH:

a. Clearly labeled phatagraphic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected portions, All [abets should be placed on the
front of photagraphs.

b. Clearly labal photograghic prints of the resource as viawad from the public right-of-way and of tha adjoining propartios. Al iabais shoutd be placed on
thefront of photagraphs,

6. IBEE SURVEY

If you are propoesing construction adjacent to or withia the drigline of any tree 6" or larger in diameter {at approximatsty 4 faet above tha grountd), you
must file an accurats tree survey identifying the size, location, and species of each tree of at least that dimension.

7. ADDRESSES OF ADJA A N Pi

For ALL projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and confrenting property awners {nat tenants), inciuding names, addresses, and zip codes, This list
shauld include the owners of all lots or parcals which adjoin the parcel in question, as well as the owner(s) of [ut{s) or parcei{s) which lia diractly acrass
the street/highway from the parcel in quastion.

PLEASE PRINT {IN BLUE DR BLACK INK) OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AS THIS WitL BE PHOTGCGPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS.

@



HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .

Owner’s mailing address Owner’s Agent’s mailing address
NAtot-AS  MITUHEN—

2o sPRuce e
1p;v(aM& IREK (MO 1oL

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses

Loanra ¥ Mark Gofmon
7208 SP%ICE AVE
FrUaMA AU, MO 2012~

FJoPv  KENTEL

€ AVE
}?_05' g &oc
Arwolh PABK MY 2AIT

AW} Ledka RETTBELh
fos TOLE AVE
A aKombe Qi MO 20417




DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING STRUCTURE AT:
7204 Spruce Ave., Takoma Park., MD 20912

This is a "Contributing Resource” Colonial Revival house, built in 1923, and it is located
in the Takoma Park Historic District. It is a 2 1/2-story house, originally rectangular in
shape, with the gable end and main entrance facing the street. (The Takoma Park
Historic District Amendment to the Master Plan states that this house “could” be a Sears
house, although research does not indicate that any Sears house from their catalog
matches, or even approximates, this house.) It has a full basement under the original
structure (20°-3 " wide x 26°-3” deep), with three later additions of unknown age.

1)

2

3)

4)

3)

6)

Site: If the buildable area of the site could be divided into a 4-part grid, the
existing house structure sits on approximately % of the main buidable area of the
site. The 4" part of that grid is the main usable exterior avea: a patio.

Structure. It is a wood-framed structure with a gable-roof over the original
structure, with the ridge perpendicular (o the street, and has asphalt shingles on
the sloped roofs. The left side addition has a gable-roof with the ridge parallel to
the street.

Windows: The windows on both levels of the original house, as well as the left-
side addition, are double-hung (6-over-1) and are painted wood. Most of the
windows in the later rear additions are 1-over-1 double hung painted wood
windows.

Frame Wall Finish/Trim: The exterior finish on the original structure and
additions are painted cedar shakes. All trim at openings are 4" wide with a %"
backband on each outside edge.

Foundation: The foundation of the original structure is painted brick. The
Joundations of the later additions are painted CMU, with a crawlspace.

Front CMU Wall: In the front yard parallel to the public sidewalik is ¢ CMU
wall, approximately 4 foot 6 inches at its highest point. The CMU wall is not a
rvetaining wall. The CMU wall is interrupted by a walkway to the front door of the
residence and by a driveway. When backing up a vehicle out of the driveway, the
CMU wall obstructs views to the street and sidewalk, causing potentially
dangerous conditions. Simiarly, the CMU wall also obstructs views of the garden
and house from the street and sidewalk.




DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT AND ITS
EFFECT ON THE HISTORIC RESOURCE:
7204 Spruce Ave., Takoma Park, MD 206912

Demolition of CMU Wall: The CMU wall located in the front yard parallel to the public
sidewalk will be demolished and removed. At this time, it will not be replaced with a
Jfence/wall.

The CMU wall is approximately 4 foot 6 inches at its highest point. The CMU wall is not
a retaining wall, The CMU wall is interrupted by a walkway to the front door of the
residence and by a driveway. When backing up a vehicle out of the driveway, the CMU
wall obstructs views to the street and sidewalk, causing potentially dangerous conditions.
Simiarly, the CMU wall also obstructs views of the garden and house from the street and
sidewalk.

This project will be perfermed using the following materials:
e Sledge hammers;

o Crowbars; and
o Shovels (hand dug).

The CMU blocks will be removed from the property.
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Existing Property Condition Photographs
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Detail: Front of house afld CMU wall
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Detail: CMU wall

Applicant: Nicolas Mitchell {7204 Spruce Ave., Takoma Park, Maryland)



Existing Property Condition Photographs
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Detail: Front of house and CMU wall

o
Detail: Front of house and CMU wall

Applicant: Nicolas Mitchell (7204 Spruce Ave., Takoma Park, Maryland)




Existing Property Condition Photographs
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Detail: Back of MU wall, taken from yard towards street

Applicant: Nicolas Mitchell (7204 Spruce Ave., Takoma Park, Marytand)



