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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

PRELIMINARY REVIEW

Address: 10237 Carroll Place, Kensington Meeting Date:  09/19/17
Resource: Primary One Resource Report Date: 09/12/17

Kensington Historic District
Applicant: Montgomery County Public Notice:  09/05/17
Review: HAWP Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Demolition and reconstruction of accessory structure
RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the applicant make revisions recommended by the Historic Preservation
Commission.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE:  Primary One Resource within the Kensington Historic District
STYLE: Shingle Style

DATE: 1893

The subject property is single room, side gambrel-roofed, building with a clapboard first floor
and shingled siding above. The building sits on a triangular parcel bound by Carroll Place and
Montgomery Ave.

BACKGROUND

In September 2013, the applicant appeared before the HPC and proposed an initial scheme for an
elevator tower in the northwest corner of parcel. In the previous proposal, the applicant
proposed a shingle-clad elevator tower with a pyramidal roof. The HPC was generally
supportive of the previous proposal (see the attached transcript and application).

PROPOSAL
The applicant is proposing to construct an elevator tower in the northwest corner of the library.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Kensington Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision.
These documents include the Approved & Adopted Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic
Preservation: Kensington Historic District, Atlas #31/6 (Amendment), Vision of Kensington: A
Long-Range Preservation Plan (Vision), Montgomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter 244),
and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent

information in these documents is outlined below.
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Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or
historic resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical,
archeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in
which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the
achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or

Kensington Historic District Design Guidelines

The Vision was approved by the Montgomery County Council and was formally adopted by the
Historic Preservation Commission. The goal of the Vision “was to establish a sound database of
information from which to produce a document that would serve the HPC, M-NCPPC, their
staff, and the community in wrestling with the protection of historic districts amidst the pressures
of life in the 21* century.”

In addition, the Vision provides a specific physical description of the district as it was at the time
of the study, an analysis of character-defining features of the district, a discussion of the
challenges facing the district, and a discussion of proposed strategies for maintaining the
character of the district, while allowing for appropriate growth and change.

The Vision identifies the following, as those features that help define the character of
Kensington’s built environment:

Building Setbacks: Residential and Commercial Patterns
Rhythm of Spacing between Buildings
Geographic and Landscape Features

Scale and Building Height

Directional Expression of Building

Roof Forms and Material

Porches

Dominant Building Material

Outbuildings

Integrity of Form, Building Condition, and Threats
Architectural Style

& & & & & &5 & & & @

The Amendment notes that:

The district is architecturally significant as a collection of late 19" and early 20" century houses
exhibit a variety of architectural styles popular during the Victorian period including Queen
Anne, Shingle, Eastlake, and Colonial Revival. The houses share a uniformity of scale, setbacks,
and construction materials that contribute to the cohesiveness of the district’s streetscapes. This
uniformity, coupled with the dominant design inherent in Warner’s original plan of subdivision,
conveys a strong sense of both time and place, that of a Victorian garden suburb.
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Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall
be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size,
scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
10.  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and
its environment would be unimpaired.

Chapter 244

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and
information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is sought would
be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement or ultimate protection
of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the purposes of this chapter.

{b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this
chapter, if it finds that:

{1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is
located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in 2 manner compatible
with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the historic site or historic district in
which an historic resource is located; or

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to construct an elevator tower in the northwest corner of the property.
The elevator will provide access to the basement and allow the county to create occupiable space
in the attic. As a result of the reconfiguration of the interior, the main reading room will be
restored to its historic configuration.

The building’s site constrains construction on site and a number of alternatives have been
worked through in developing the current proposal. In the previous preliminary hearing (see the
enclosed application packet and transcript starting at Circle€S ) the HPC indicated general
support with the proposal to construct some kind of elevator tower and hyphen to expand the use
of the historic building, Lastly, the installation of the elevator tower will allow the county to
remove the ADA ramp that was installed in 2015, restoring the front entrance of the library
building

Hyphen

The elevator will be connected to the historic building by a glass hyphen. The hyphen serves to
break up the massing of the elevator, but will also allow for access to the public space in the
basement during hours when the library is not in service. The glass material allows for an open
appearance and creates a clear break from the historic massing to the new construction.
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Elevator Tower

To the north, the applicant is proposing to construct a rectangular elevator tower with a flat roof.
The applicant abandoned the pyramidal roof design based on feedback from the HPC and MHT
indicating that the roof shape did too much to draw attention to the new element.

The applicant has presented two proposals for the exterior cladding of the elevator tower. The
first scheme on Circle L\ shows the elevator clad is a horizontal Hardi siding. The horizontal
orientation matches the cladding on the ground floor of the basement. The second scheme is a
glass clad elevator tower with the interior structure exposed (see Circle 25 ).

Staff feels that both of these schemes comply with Standards 9 and 10 and would be appropriate.
Staff has expressed concern with the applicant that the height of the elevator tower could
compete with primacy of the historic resource. The applicant has indicated that the tower is as
low as possible while being able to reach all three of the proposed floors.

Egress Stairs

In order to provide direct egress to the outside, the applicant is proposing to create two new exits.
The first is at the rear of the building. It will be accessed by a new set of below grade stairs. The
stairwell will be surrounded by a pipe metal railing. The door will not be visible from the
swrrounding district.

A new egress door and stair will be constructed on the south fagade. This door will be placed
half below grade and will have a matching pipe metal railing. It will provide exit access from all
three floors of the rehabilitated building.

Staff request feedback from the HPC on the following areas:
e What is the preferred exterior cladding for the hyphen?
e What is the preferred cladding for the elevator tower?
e Are there recommended alterations for the new below grade exits?

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends that the applicants respond to the comments from the HPC and then return for
a HAWP.
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HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
CHECKLIST OF APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Required
Attachmenls

Proposed
Work

1. Written
Description

2. Sile Plan

3. Plans/
Elevations

4, Material
Specifications

5. Photogruphs

6. Tree Survey

T. Froperly
Owner
Addresses

New

Construction ”

*

Additigns/ ~

Alterations

Demolition

Deck/Porch

Fence/\Wall

Driveway/

Parking Aren
s G

Major

+* { ‘Landscaping/+ |

Grading

M X N
- . by

Tree Removal

Siding/ Roof
Chunges

Window/
Door Changes

Masaonry
Repait/
Repoint

Signs

PLEASE SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON DPS’ HAWP APPLICATION FOR FURTHER
DETAILS REGARDING APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

NOTE: Historic Area Work Permits are not required {or ordinary maintenance projects,
such as painting, gutter repair, roof repair with duplicate materials, and window repairs.
Al replacement materials must match the original exactly and be of the same dimensions.

ALL HAWPS MUST BE FILED AT DPS:
255 ROCKYVILLE PIKE,

ROCKVILLE, MARY1LAND, 20850.
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2. ZITEPLAN ﬂ-Lf

Site and eavironmental sutling, drawn to scala, You may use your plat. Your site plan must include:
- AR st tel 3

8. tho scale, north arrow, and date;
b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structuses; and

¢ site features such as walkways, driveways, fances, ponds, straams, trash dumpsters, mechanical equipment, znd landscaping.

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS
You myst submit 7 copies of plans and elevatizns i I an £1*x 17* Plans on

a, Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating location, siza and general type uf wails, window and door opanings, and othet
fixed teatures of both the existing resourcefs) and the sreosed werk,

8. Elevations (facades), with marked dimensions, cleerly indicating proposed weik in relation ta sxisting construction &nd, when appeapriats, cantext.

All muteriels snd fixtures proposed for the axtetior must be noted on the alavations drawings, Ax existing and & proposad slsvation drawing of aach
facede affected by the propased work is required.

4. JAATEAIAL SPECIFICATIONS

General description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incorparaton in the work of the project. This inkumation may be ncludsd an your
design drawings.

5. PHOTOGRAPHS

8, Cleary lzbeled phatographic prints of asch facade of existing resource. including details of tha sifected portions, Al fabels should ba placed on the
front of photegraphs.

b. Clearly tabel photographic prints of tha resource as viewed from the public right-of.way end of tha adjoining properties, Alf labels shauld e placed on
tha frant of photographs.

6. TREE SURVEY

W vou ue preposing construction sdjscant 1o of within the dripline of any tree 6" or larger in diameter [at appraximatsly 4 feat above the ground), you
must fits an accurate tres survey identifying the sire, location, and species of each ree of at lesst that dimension.

7. ADDR F ADJACENT A P

For ALL prajects, provide an accurate list of sdiacent and canfronting proparty owmess (not tenants), including nemes, addrassas, and zip cades. This list
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the streethighway from tha parcel in guesdon.
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner’s mailing address

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address
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GOE ATTpctED LeTlagi. 4 5




Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

See AHoched # [

Detail:

See Mioched # 6

Detail:

Applicant: Page:__



Site Plan
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WIEDEMANN ARCHITECTS LLC

ARCHITECTURE
PLANNING
INTERIORS

Gregory Wiedemann ATA

28 August 2017

Dan Bruechert

Montgomery County Historic Preservation Office
MNCPPC

8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20910

RE:  Noyes Children’s Library
Kensington, Maryland

Dear Dan:

We are writing today to request a preliminary HPC review on 19 September 2017 of our
current design for the Noyes Library. As you know, Wiedemann Architects previously
submitted a Conceptual Review package in September 2013 to HPC for the Noyes
Children’s Library. Since the conceptual review, Montgomery County Public Libraries
(MCPL), Montgomery County Department of General Services (DGS) and the Noyes
Children’s Library Foundation (NCLF) have developed the Memorandum of
Understanding between the County and the Foundation to support the Renovation
Project and the Mission of the Library moving forward. The MOU agreement was
finalized in the Spring of 2016,

In the past four years, MCPL, DGS, Grimum and Parker and Wiedemann Architects have
continued to develop the drawings to incorporating the program of requirements (POR)
that was written by MCPL and DGS, as well as addressing the preliminary comments
made by both HPC and MHT in 2013.

In 2016, MCPL. announced that the Noyes Library would house the Jan Jablonski Early
Literacy Center as well has having the current reading room, with the collection of
children’s books. MCPL, PGS, and NCLF are committed creating a universally
accessible building for both staff and the public.

5272 River Road Kenwood Building Suite 610 Bethesda Maryland 20816 301.652.4422 Fax 301.652.4094



The current design differs from the design presented in 2013 in the following ways:
1. The staff area is now located on the upper level in order to avoid the need for a
second means of egress from that level.
2. A direct exit to the exterior from the fire stair has been added on the south side
as a result of discussions with the Permit Office and Fire Marsghall.

3. Alternative designs have been developed for the elevator tower/addition.

We have prepared a brief summary to address the concerns the Commission raised in
2013. Included in your package are the submissions to HPC in 2013 as well as the
cuwrrent Proposed Design of 2017, In addition, we have included our submission to MHT
in 2013 and 2017 with supporting material and letters of support, as well as the MCPL/
DGS POR for the Noyes Library. Please refer to these documents as necessary during
your review.

As you may recall, in the 2013 conceptual review, HPC and Wiedemann Architects had
a discussion about the following items:

+ Accessibility and Height of Elevator Tower
What is dictating the height of the elevator tower? Is it federal or state
regulations? Is universal access required for all three levels of the facility?

o Location of the Elevator/ Hyphen
Have we considered other locations for the elevator and its relationship to the
existing building roof and front facade?

e Appearance of Elevator Tower
Tower Design, clock, material

+ Window Wells and Grates
Window Wells with rails or grates

Accessibility and Height of Elevator Tower

In response to both HPC and MHT comments on the height of the tower and need for
accessibility, WA discussed alternate plans with MCPL and DGS. (See attached Exhibit
A, B, C, D, and E addressing the height and location of the elevator)) As you may recall,
Noyes Library is also part of the Department of Justice settlement between the County
and the DOJ related to non-conforming ADA access and restrooms (Settlement
Agreement Number: DJ 204-350256).

The current design provides accessibility to (1) the lower level with a multi-purpose
classroom space, (2) the main level with a restored reading room, and (3) an upper level
devoted to staff for collection management, preparing for programs, and responding to
inquiries, as well as a break room for meals. All bathrooms are planned to be accessible.



As part of our investigation, Koffell Associates, a code consultant, was hired to review
the drawings for life safety compliance in the building. After an analysis of a few plan
options, it was determined that the classroom space is best located in the basement, with
two forms of egress for the patrons of the library. The staff space has been moved to the
second floor with one immediate egress path to the exterior through the fire stair.

After the analysis by Koffell Associates, we had a preliminary design meeting with DPS
staff regarding our approach with a plan reviewer, fire marshal, and sprinkler review.
DPS suggested that we submit a code modification request to allow for a single exit from
the 2 floor staff area on the basis of low population (3 to 4 occupants), direct exit to the
exterior from fire stair with rated enclosure, and installation of compensating life safety
protections including an automatic sprinkler system, smoke detector system tied to a fire
alarm.

Federal and state regulations would permit accommodation in lieu of elevator access to
the upper level. There was much discussion about accommaodating staff on another floor
as the need might arise, but the conclusion was that with all the time and work invested
in this renovation, that the whole building should be fully accessible. DGS and MCPL
have indicated that elevator access to the all levels for staff and public is required to
fulfill the mission of the library.

For the above-stated reasons and after exhaustive consideration of numerous other
options, the current design maintains the elevator access to all three levels of the library.

Location of the Elevator/ Hyphen
As indicted in our submittal to MHT, we considered numerous alternative locations for
the elevator (Refer to attached Exhibit A, B, C, D, and E indicating alternative locations

that were considered.). We concluded that the proposed location in the NW corner had
the least impact on the historic fabric and provided the accessibility required to all three

levels of the library.

There was considerable discussion in 2013 about the position of the elevator tower and
its relationship to the existing gambrel roof and front fagade. The current design shifts
the elevator back from the face of the Library to add some relief to the intersection of the
Hyphen and Elevator to the original building.

We have since further investigated the elevator size, capacity and height requirements
and concluded in order to maintain the lowest overall height, we have eliminated the
peaked roof in favor of a flat roof. As you can see in the 2017 tower, the flat roof reduces
the tower height to be very close in height to the historic building.

As you can see in the 2017 proposal, we have adjusted the hyphen on the second floor,
setting it back from the face of the building so that it clears the gambrel within the



shingles of the building. We have added a roof (canopy/ overhang) to the front entry of
the Hyphen to break up the fagade of the tower, and allow shelter in inclement weather.

Appearance of Elevator Tower

In studying the appearance of the tower, we looked at a number of options for the
material of the tower, but also how the tower is terminated. In 2013, we presented a
sloped roof to the tower, to mimic some of the surrounding turrets in the neighborhood;
we discussed the possibility of including a clock on the tower. Based on the 2013
discussion, we were encouraged to look at alternatives that contrasted more with the

historic fabric.

We have developed two elevator options for presentation to HPC as well as MHT, the
first is a more contextual tower with clapboard siding and a few slot windows,
separated from the historic building with an all glass link. The second is an all glass
tower to define the new addition as clearly separate from the historic building.

Window Wells and Grates

There are two windows that have been added to provide light into the new lower level
classroom. The window wells will have fixed grates that will eliminate the need for any
railings around the openings and will be below the level of the exterior siding.

We have presented these two options to MHT and they did not express a preference. As
you know, MHT has required a public comment process that will occur in October. We
welcome a discussion with the Commission regarding the options that have been
presented, prior to the public meeting.

We intend to schedule the public meeting in mid-October to invite public comment
about the proposed renovation of the Noyes Children’s Library.

Greg Wiedemann, AIA
WIEDEMANN ARCHITECTS LLC
iver Road Suite 610

Bethesda, Maryland 20816
301.652.4022
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NOYES CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

Submittal to Historic Preservation Commission
HPC Preliminary Review

29 August 2017

Pagelofs

Written Description of the Project

(a) Brief History of the Library

“Books were the Noyes Library’s purpose and its reason for being.” Noyes Library History 1976 KHS

The Noyes Library was founded in Kensington, Maryland in 1893, the first community
funded library in the Washington DC region. It predates the current Library of Congress by
four years. In the late 1800's there was a movement in metropolitan areas to create small
membership based community libraries to borrow books and share resources among
community members. Crosby Noyes, Brainerd Warner, JW Townsend, and Kensington
residents were interested in starting a community library in the newly founded Town of
Kensington. Brainerd Warner, founder of the Town of Kensington, built the library on a
triangular lot, on a traffic island, adjacent to his home. Crosby Noyes, editor of the Evening
Star, stocked the shelves with books, some donated by the Evening Star. When it was built,
its name was built into the front gable as “NoYes Library”, with an owl placed above, as a
symbol of Wisdom and Learning.

The Noyes Library became a great educational resource in the town as well as a social and
public meeting place for the community for the next 50 years. The Library was maintained
by a Board of Trustees of the Noyes Library Association and it was funded by its members,
as well as community events organized to support the library and its collections.

The Noyes Library continued to be operated by a Board of Trustees until 1951 when the
Board agreed to have it incorporated as part of the newly founded Montgomery County
Public Library System.

Against the wishes of many community members, the Noyes Library was closed in the late
1960's when the Kensington Park Library was built, and merged the collections of the
smaller community libraries of Kensington, Rocking Horse and Garret Park.

After many protests and appeals from the local community and Congressman Gilbert Gude,
the County reopened Noyes in 1970, the library re-opened as the Noyes Children’s Library. It
is part of the Montgomery County Public Library System, and one of only a few Libraries in
the country dedicated to children.-The Noyes Children's Library in Kensington, Maryland is
today a nationally recognized model for children's library services and a thriving center for
early literacy.



NOYES CHILDREN'S LIBRARY
Submittal to Historic Preservation Commission
HPC Preliminary Review

29 August 2017
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(b) Brief History of Prior Renovations/ Present Condition

The Noyes Library was originally built in 1893, with a shingle covered front porch. The door
was located on the left side of the front (west) facade, with two windows adjacent to allow
light to come into the building’s main reading room, which was centered around a fireplace
on the east side.

Over the past 75 years, it has undergone at least three renovations, moving the entrance and
enclosing the porch.

Our research photographs from the Kensington Historical Society suggest that the entrance
was moved in the 1940’s from the front left (west) fagade to the north fagade when the

|7
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Submittal to Historic Preservation Commission
HPC Preliminary Review

29 August 2017
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Library’s porch was enclosed. By enclosing the original porch, the Library was able to expand
beyond its original reading room. Soon after, the Library was painted a shade of white.

In the early 1950's, the door was moved back to the Front (west) Fagade again, this fime in the
center of the facade. A small bathroom was added at this time in the northwest cormner,
before.

When the Library was reopened in 1970, as the Noyes Children’s Library, a small enclosed
portico was added on the front (west) facade to provide a weather proof entry for the
patrons and staff, while entering and leaving the Library.

The Library was built over an unfinished crawl space with limited access through a Cellar
bulkhead door on the east side. Some foundation repairs and additional supports were
added in the crawl space over time, but it remains a crawlspace to this day.

There is access to a voluminous attic space via a small ceiling hatch and a twelve foot ladder
attached to one of the interior walls. The attic is currently devoted to the HVAC system and
the library seasonal storage.

The building is currently not accessible and the goal is to provide universal access to the
building so that staff can work regularly with groups of children and parents without worry
of access to the programs and facility. The building lacks sufficient staff space, adequate
toilet facilities, and sufficient meeting space to carry out its mission.

In the winter of 2016, an exterior ramp was added to provide an accessible entry to the
library through the north side of the small enclosed portico. An existing window was
changed to an ADA compliant entry. The interior bathroom was not renovated at the time, in
anticipation of a planned renovation of the building.

(c}) Brief Description of the Proposed Renovations

The goal of the proposed renovation is fo gain universal access to this historic library,
maintain the library collection on the first floor, while enhancing the services offered to the
community with the addition of The Jan Jablonski Early Literacy Training Center (JJELTC) to
the Noyes Children’s Library, dedicated on March 11, 2017. The intention of the design is to
maintain as much of the Library's exterior historic fabric as possible, while providing much
needed space to make the library viable on an unusually tight triangular island site. The
internal expansion of the useable space is largely concealed from view.

8
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Submittal to Historic Preservation Commission
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The proposed renovation re-establishes the original Reading Room which was modified
during the 1940's and 1950's renovations. Montgomery County Public Libraries plans to
maintain the Reading Room and Children’s Book Collection on the first floor.

The area of the original porch that was substantially modified during those prior renovations
will be used for as a vestibule space. The vestibule will access both a new interior stair-at the
southwest corner of the existing building and the glass link and elevator tower at the
northwest corner, both of which will provide access to the three proposed levels of the
library.

The glass link entrance on the northwest comer of the first floor will provide a secondary
means of egress to the first floor, required by IBC and NFPA codes and have direct access to
the library from both Carroll Place and Montgomery Avenue. There will be an on-grade
accessible path from street parking and access to an outside courtyard space for patrons and
staff to enjoy.

Montgomery County Public Libraries requires three main programing spaces in the building
to satisfy their Program of Requirements (POR). The three spaces are proposed on each of
three different floor levels. In addition to the main library reading room level, staff space is
proposed on the upper level and the JJELTC program/ classroom is propased for the lower
level.

The staff space on the second level requires a direct means of egress to the exterior from the
stairwell. The south fagade of the building has been altered to add an exterior door below
the western window. This door also services as the required second means of egress directly
to the exterior from the lower level JJELTC program space/ classroom. The Fire Marshall has
indicated that the new stair must exit directly to the exterior, and is not permitted to exit
through the first floor foyer.

The most significant exterior change is the addition of an elevator that will provide
accessibility to all three levels. The two proposed design options (Option 1 Clapboard,
Option 2 Glass) locate the elevator in a separate tower at the NW corner linked to the original
building by a glass link that clearly differentiates new from old. Each proposal is distinct in
that Option 1 assumes the style of the neighborhood, while Option 2 adopts a distinctly
modem character.
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The proposed renovation converts the present crawlspace into useable lower level, to house
the Jan Jablonski Early Literacy Center Program Room. The Jan Jablonski Early Literacy
Training Center will be better equipped to ensure all children have developed the reading,
listening and writing skills needed to enter school ready to learn. The JJELTC will provide

access to current early literacy materials, programs, and activities for parents and
professionals, including books, story time programing, and tactile experiences to engage
with children. The center will also provide professional development for children's
librarians, students erwolled in information science programs at local colleges and
universities, daycare providers, and early childhood educators. The training center will also
offer programming development for all branches of Montgomery County Public Libraries.

The current unused attic space is proposed to be converted to a much needed staff office,
storage and break room with a staff bathroom and universal access to all three floors.

The existing building exterior will be otherwise restored, maintaining the existing windows,
repairing the shingle roof where needed and removing years of peeling paint and repainting
the exterior. In order to maximize the interior useable space, the vestibule porch which was
added over 40 years ago will remain enclosed and the small entry facing west will be
retained, with some repair work to the front stoop and front railings.

The space in front of the Library will be landscaped to provide a low sitting wall and
plantings that shield the central gathering space from the traffic, while providing universal
access to the space for the community.

Please find attached a site plan, floor plans, and exterior elevations that describe the existing
conditions and proposed renovation in 2017 Proposed Drawing Set.
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Immediate and Adjacent Neighbors (Please refer to Vicinity Map C0.1 for location):

1. Jeffery & Gloria Capron
10304 Monigomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895

2. Nicholas Storer
10234 Carroll Place
Kensington MD 20895

3. James and Carol Sharp
10226 Carroll Place
Kensington, MD 20895

4. Montgomery County
10231 Carroll Place
Kensington, MD 20895

5. Bruce Caswell
10221 Montgomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895

6. Gene Cohen
10225 Montgomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895

7. Mackie Barch
10303 Montgomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895
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Historical Noyes Library
1952 Photo of West Elevation




PAGE FOURTEEN
Friday May 8, 1953

e

WASHINGTON SUBURBAN

SANITARY COMMISSION

CONT ’Af"’ -\'O. 1255—WES

WATER MAIN AND SEWER
\0’\* STRUCTION

Seaded proposaly for construct-
ing i Oyrden Road and Ridgefield
Road, Springheld Subdivision,
Monigomary Counly, approximate-
1w 200 foet of 8-inch, 125 feel of
S-ineh 580 deet of 12-inch
waler muing, 160 fect of &-inch
and 495 leet of &inch plain con-
erete or ciirified pipe sewers, and
533 feet ol sewer house connec-
1iuns, wil. be received at the oftice
af the Washington Suburban Sani-
tary Commission, Hamilten Streel,
}[ynttswl e, Maryland, until dMon-
day, May 11, 1653 =at 2:00 P31,
Eaztern Daylight Saving Time, at
which place and thne they will be
publicly ¢pened and rewd.

Plaiss ¢ ncd specificativns may be
obtained from the office of the
Chief Enpineer of the Conunission,
Hyatisvil e, Marsland, upon de
poiit of 1000, which deposit wiil
be returnsd (o bidders or Lo thoze
voturhing plans and specifications
in good ¢ondition.

Haymenrd W. Bollamyg,

Chatrmian
. Ray
Norman Ager

Cowmmisgionerrs

nad

L B
LN
3’\ fieay.

James B. Parkhil
Secretary-Treasurer R-5-8

NOTIGE TO CREDITORS

HOTICE 5 HERESY GIVEN. thet lhe
Zybseriber «f Bonigomery Couuty, has ob-
tained fromw 1he Urphmm‘ Court of Manf
romery Counly, in Maryland, Ietierr
of Administration o ihe 'nersonul Estats

ef

LILLTAN MAY DEAN
lats of Mopigomery Couniy, deveased, Al

1953 Photo of West Elevatlon

e N TR

The Neves Library today—renoveled zad vesiored by the Covnty Library Board and partially land-

staped by the Gurden Section of

vepsed are hereby wimiaed b ashibit the

with vouchers theceof, legally an-
tihenticaicd to the subseriber on or before
tho 20th dxy of Scplember nexty they may
otherwise by law FBe excluded {rom xil
henefE of said Estate, AN porsonst indeblod
to said Estste are requestad to make ime
medizie paymail.

Given under my hand Uil loth Suy of
March in the year of our Lord, one thou-
saod  aine hundred and fifiy-thees,

Willizm A, Valkmao
4T Wisconsin Ave.
Botheada, Md.

RO R,

porsons ha-ing Clalms  against the dos o i R.5-29
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR ’i OWN O
KENSINGTON, MARYLAND
1953 - 1954
Estimaied Revenues

Lreneral Fund:
Real Fatate Taxes .. ... oo e .. S15,330L00
Income Bam . o i e 15,000,006
C‘orpomtmn TAXES + o e ve e 1,500.G0
Tradars LIicenses .. .vr e reverincrsnns ]00000
Public Utilitles . oo i e it e 8004
Banlt S3hares ... e 800,00
Franchise Taxes . i ecitenrrrorons 156.00
Admissions Taxes ... i i iareaness 23.00
AMiscelianeous Taxes & Fees ... o oo 100,00
:’»::31 425.00
Streef Fund:
Gagoling & Vehicle e e RB.D00D0
Furi Niudual e 1,604,080
$ 7,600.00
Trash Fund:
‘Trash & Garbag stents . ..., .. .... § 6,500,001
Comnwareial Trash (‘n]]ecimn e 1,475,

the Woman's Compueniiy Club.

B3

been  changzed to itz
original place, ihe building has
been painted, wnd which the past

The Noyes Library as iU appeared in 1906,
*

rh . 7 O e e

2enovaied Noyes Building
Smle Librarians To Tour
E By Mildeed B. Harman Lrance lhas

The Noyes Libreary in Kensing-
ton will be a shining example of

a renovated public libeary when
delegates to the Maryiand Libravy
Asgogeiation will malie it one of the
important steps o their {euwr of
libraries in Montgomery County
lomorrow morning.

The Maryiand Libravy Associa-
:bion is helding its state or sprisg
econvendion ab the Woman's Club
lin t’_hevy % Chuse aml f: ony 10:30 19

T

Lwe months the grounds kave been
drained, filled in apd the CGavden
Seetion of the Woman's Communi-
f¥ Club of Kensingten has stnvted
a long raige progrmn of Jands
seaping, which wili harmenize with
Lhe site and with the general char-
acter of the town.

With the excepilon of the Ii-
brary of Congrass ihe Noyes Li-
brarvy is said to he the alilest in

YT e
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in one of the smalleat of the 13 county
libraries with only 700 square feet of space.
Garrett Park is smealler; with 600 square feet.
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Hoyes Librar.? e
gonery éve..ue

" —Btar Staff

Chlldren and books wtll be tagether in this Kensington library.

REPLACES NOYES COLLEC TION

The oldest public library in
he ‘metropolitan area, a

frame structure on a shady months.

street in- Kensington, is to re-
open lomorrow as ene of the
few libraries in the nation de-
signed exclusively for chil-
dren.

Noves- Labrary, named afler
Croshy 'S. Noyes,:18th century
editor of The Star, was buil{ in
1993; . four -ydars before the
Llhuny of Congress bmimng
was completed.

With hooks -on Robin Hood
and the Big Dipper replacing
“Noyes’ pez‘sonal collection—
wilh whieh the library was
fornded—the new center will
cater to preschool through jun-
jor high school - youngsters.

The hulldmg has heen un-
dergoing renovations for three

The Ybrary will feature
filmed stories, p lﬁspet shows
and a miniature theater. Also

availgble are: about 6,500
bncl\s geared more to generat
interests than schaol studies.

Trostees  of ithe  private
Noyes - Library - ;Association.

.which 'has-cared for the build-
‘ing - over “the “years, helped fi-

nance its interior:decoration.
It is Hving room:style, with
{hrow cusinons and wall-
tgawall carpéting: ‘Henovation
cost the county about $16,000.

Ann’ Seeley,” directer of chil-
dren’s services for the Mont-
gomery County Hbraries, said

ildren Get Own Library -

‘she knows of only two other

‘all-ehBldren’s libraries -in the
country which- experiment
with innovative programs.
Librarian Nera Caplan said
stafl members hope fo setu
instructional programs on chil-
dren’s lteralure for parents
and personal reading . enrich-
ment sessions. for youngsters,

. The - Yibrary also will be.a.

place for children -io bz'owse
shesaid.

- Hours will be 1 10'5:30 p. m.

on weekdays and 9 a.npitol
P on Saturdays, The library

15 at. Carroll Place and Moni-

gomery Avenue, a few blocks
from the old Kensmgton ra1l—

‘road statiom.

Historical Noyes Library
1970 Photo of North East Elevation
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DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES

Isiah Leggett David E. Dise
County Execiitive Divector
March 31, 2017
Elizabeth Hughes

Director/State Historic Preservation Officer
Maryland Historical Trust

Maryland Department of Planning

100 Community Place

Crownsville, Maryland 21032-2023

Re: Noyes Children’s Library
Dear Ms. Hughes,

1 am writing on behalf of Montgomery County, Department of General Services (DGS),
regarding our proposed renovation of the Noyes Children’s Library in Kensington MD. The
County is seeking Maryland Historical Trust’s (MHT) review and approval of the County’s
proposed design.

The County has engaged Wiedemann Architects, LLC, to prepare the attached conceptual
design submission as a follow up to the initial submittal made to Maryland Historic Trust in late
2012. In response to the original submittal, MHT provided the County with a letter which made
seven recommendations for the County to consider,

Since that time, Department of General Services (DGS) has carefully considered MHT"s
suggestions. The first recommendation addresses the programming and use of the space. DGS
has worked with the Montgomery County Public Libraries (MCPL) to develop a Program of
Requirements (POR) for the Noyes Library. MCPL determined that there were three
fundamental functions the library must provide; a circulation and reading space; an Early
Literacy Center which will be a multi-functional space to serve as a classroom and program
space for children’s programs and other public events associated with Montgomery County
Public Libraries; a staff workroom separate from the public space for staff to work on the
collection and preparation of programs and events.

In order to provide sufficient area for these important functions, the proposed design
increases the useable area by creating a full height lower level and finishing the existing attic
space, thereby creating three floors for programnied uses.

Office of the Director

101 Monroe Streel, 9th Floor + Rockville, Maryland 20850

www,montgomerycountymd.gov/dgs (
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Elizabeth Hughes
Maryland Historical Trust
March 31, 2017
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MHT’s recommendations 2 through 6 are primarily about the architectural form. DGS
has worked with the architects to explore alternative design options in response to your
suggestions. The submittal addresses these alternative designs and presents the County’s
preferred design.

The Noyes Library is also part of the Department of Justice settlement between the
County and the DOJ related to non-conforming ADA access and restrooms (Settlement
Agreement Number: DJ 204-35-256). Recently, the County worked successfully with MHT to
provide a ramp to the building entrance, designed to be temporary, until the full renovation could
begin. The renovated building will obviously need to meet the DOJ requirements. It will
provide universal access by re-grading the site to create a natural path of circulation and
providing an elevator for access to all three floors. New ADA compliant restrooms will be
provided. The goal is to create fully accessible library, providing opportunities for all
individuals to use this unique facility.

As you are aware, the Noyes Library is an important community facility. We look
forward to working with MHT and to arriving at a final design for the Noyes Library.

Sincerely,
ey

Greg Ossont
Deputy Director

Cc:  David Dise, Director, Department of General Services
Hamid Omidvar, Division Chief, Building Design and Construction
Susanne Churchill, Project Manager, Building Design and Construction



MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Isiah Leggett B. Parker Hamilton
County Executive Director

April 26, 2017

Ms. Elizabeth Hughes

Director/State Historic Preservation Officer
Maryland Historical Trust

Maryland Department of Planning

100 Community Place

Crownsville, Maryland 21032-2023

Dear Ms. Hughes:

Montgomery County Public Libraries (MCPL) is currently working with the Montgomery
County Department of General Services, Division of Building Design and Construction;
Wiedemann Architects; and Grimm and Parker Architects on a Rehabilitation Project for the
Noyes Library for Young Children.

We have approved the Program of Requirements for the project, which will provide for a
comprehensive rehabilitation of the historic library to include conversion of the attic into a
finished second floor, renovation of the first floor, the addition of a finished basement, an
elevator, ADA compliant restrooms, and egress stairs. The rehabilitated facility will be able to
accommodate more users and more types of programming and services than are possible in the
current facility. Providing service on three fully functional floors, all reachable by elevator, is
vital to fulfilling our mission and to demonstrating our commitment to providing a totally
accessible facility.

The changes to the building will allow us to fulfill our mission of offering “free and equal
access to services and resources that connect the people of Montgomery County to ideas and
information which sustain and enrich their lives” by providing space for a meeting room, which
will be accessible for public use both during and after library hours, and which will allow
programiming, training, collaboration, and meetings to take place. The after-hours use is
important in order to meet one of the major programming goals of MCPL; to provide space for
training on early literacy and presentations with an early literacy focus. In addition, it will be
used for public events associated with MCPL.

The building will be fully accessible, with an elevator to the upper and lower levels and
separate ADA accessible restrooms for the staff and public. The refurbished space in the upper
level will provide a separated staff area on a different floor from the public space where off desk
work can be completed, including collection management activities, preparing for programs, and

21 Maryland Avenue, Suite 310, Rockville, Maryland 20850
240/777-0002, TTY 240/777-0900, FAX 240/777-0014

www,.montgomerycountymd.gov/library (
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Elizabeth Hughes, Maryland Historic Trust

reading and responding to email. This area will also serve as a place to take breaks and to eat
meals.

Changes on the main entry level will include a smaller desk, ergonomically designed to
allow service from either a sitting or standing position and tables and chairs for users of the
collection of the Jan Jablonski Early Literacy Training Center (JJELTC), which is named for, and
dedicated to, founding Noyes Foundation member and Noyes Library for Young Children
supporter Jan Jablonski. That collection currently exists and contains a specialized print
collection on early literacy topics for educators, adults working with young children, and
parents/caregivers.

The proposed multi-functional space on the newly created lower level will allow us to
expand the JJELTC’s service scope to provide for a training component, as well as the
classroom/program space for children’s programs and other public events associated with MCPL.
We will host training and programs on early childhood development and early literacy skills for
educators, families and caregivers in the new JJELTC space,

The JJELTC will also provide a venue for presentations by authors of children’s books as
well as early literacy focused speakers for parents and other members of the community.
Children’s group activities will include storytelling for preschool children, arts and crafts
activities, and puppet theater performances, conducted in an informal seating arrangement in
flexibly designed space for programming.

The JJELTC will be a place where children 5 years of age and younger, with
parents/caregivers, can participate in one-on-one activities that build early literacy/school
readiness skills and early literacy concepts such as: reading, talking, singing, playing and writing.

For all of the reasons outlined above, we strongly support the rchabilitation project for
the Noyes Library for Young Children and encourage the Maryland Historic Trust to approve the
building design changes that are being recommended.

Sincerely,

ST e (Uit

B. Parker Hamilton
Director

c Rita W. Gale, Public Services Administrator, Space Management, ADA, and Collection
Management, Montgomery County Public Libraries
Mary Ellen Icaza, Public Services Administrator, Community Engagement, Programming
and Learning, Montgomery County Public Libraries
Susanne Churchill, Project Manager, Department of General Services, Division of
Building Design and Construction

-
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April 21, 2017

Elizabeth Hughes

Director/ State Historic Preservation Officer
Maryland Historical Trust

Maryland Department of Planning

100 Community Place

Crownsville, Maryland 21032-2023

RE: Noyes Children’s Library
10237 Carroll Place Kensington, MD
Section 106/ Historic Preservation Review

Dear Ms. Hughes,

The Noyes Children’s Library Foundation, a champion of Noyes since 1991, would like to add its support
te the 2017 Proposal for the Noyes Children’s Library currently being submitted by Wiedemann
Architects, LLC. The Foundation has been deeply invested in this project that will make the historic
Library universally accessible while also increasing its usable space.

The Foundation will fund just over half of the proposed budget, and has the support of the State of
Maryland and the Town of Kensington as it joins with Montgomery County and Montgemery County
Public Libraries (MCPL) to make the proposed renovation a reality. The success of our ongoing
fundraising campaign is a reflection of the support in Kensington and the larger community for the
improvements to Noyes Children’s Library.

The packet you are receiving shows amazing depth and thoroughness in presenting you with the best
possible solution to making this small, historically significant building into an accessible, welcoming and
inclusive place where all children can be introduced to the magic of books. The increased space and
accessibility will also enable the Library to house the Jan Jablonski Early Literacy Training Center,
bringing important early literacy training advances to the County, D.C. region, and beyond.

As you will see, Wiedemann Architects illustrates the one design that meets the Program of
Requirements (POR) outlined by MCPL. All stakeholders involved in this project have given careful
consideration to the design given the restrictions of the building, the space it occupies in Kensington, and
the POR. We believe that the 2017 Proposal meets all of the needs and challenges of this renovation and
look forward to the advancement of the Proposal's development.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need any further information. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Diana Ditto and Sheila Dinn
Co-presidents, Noyes Children’'s Library Foundation
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Program of Requirements
Montgomery County Public Libraries
November 2016
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1) Library Mission Statement

2)

3)

The Noyes Library is a small, historically designated library with services specifically focused
on Pre-Kindergarten and Early Literacy education {infants through approximately age 8}.
The small scale and intimate setting of the library are unigue and provide a signature
experience for children.

This project proposes a comprehensive rehabilitation and expansion of this historic library
so the rehabilitated facility retains the library's unigque, small-scale, intimate experience,
while making substantial improvements to the building to
1} create a fully accessible facility for all patrons and staff;
2} provide all new ADA restrooms for public and staff use;
3) provide space for library staff to prepare and deliver library programming:
4} provide multi-purpose program space for use during and after library hours
5} reconfigure the existing and new spaces to accommodate a special collection,
learning manipulatives, programming, and services centered on early literacy
development for young children that is dedicated to founding Noyes Foundation
member Jan Jablonski.

To meet these needs, the proposed scope of work includes conversion of the attic into a
finished second floor, renovation of the first floor, the creation of a finished basement, the
addition of an elevator to provide access for all, provision of new ADA compliant restrooms
and egress stairs as required by code.

Summary of Renovation needs and goals

Renovation planning is a process that looks at a building and its services as an integrated
whole. This overall systematic analysis of the building on a reasonable timetable is critical to
maintaining adequate, safe and up-to-date public facilities. Working with the Division of
General Services, Division of Building Design and Construction, the Department of Public
Libraries assesses its buildings and needs of Montgomery County residents on a seven year
cycle in order to:

A) Provide up-to-date, comfortable and safe physical facilities for the delivery of effective,
efficient, and equitable access to library services for residents throughout Montgomery
County, Maryland;

B} Upgrade buildings to meet new code requirements (ADA, fire code, energy, safety
requirements, etc.);

C) Protect capital investment by maintaining the library system’s infrastructure;

D) Incorporate new technologies;

E) Update program and service delivery based on community needs.

Functional Uses
Based on these renovation goals DGS & MCPL have developed the following Program of
Requirements which looks at requirements and locations within the facility.

Noves Library for Children - Program of Requirements

November 2016 - rev 2 7 7
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A) Staff Work Area
i} Location

Current — Main level
Proposed - Upper Level with new smaller circulation desk on main floor

ii} Current condition

Currently, the staff area consists primarily of a large single service desk, located
in the reading room area.

A small alcove, adjacent to the restroom, provides some off-the-floor storage for
the staff

fii} Proposed changes

The renovation will provide a separated staff area on a different floor from the
public space where off desk work can be completed including collection
management activities, preparing for programs, and reading and responding to
email, This area will also serve as a place to take breaks and to eat meals.

The renovation will also provide a smaller service desk, ergonomically designed
to allow for sit/stand, to be located in the main Reading Room area.

fv) Fit-out Requirements

Lockers for coats and personal items for 3-4 staff

2 work surfaces {30” x 60" min) housing 2 computers, printer, scanner, receipt
printer

Work counter — paper cutter, laminator, stapler,

2 adjustable chairs

File cabinets - lockable movable pedestals under work surface and freestanding
lateral file

Storage cabinet for supplies

Break table with seating for 2-3

Kitchen area to include sink, small refrigerator, microwave, coffee maker,
cabinet storage/drawers for silverware, cups/glasses/plates

Floor covering to be a hard surface such as luxury vinyl or a rubber “Norament”
type material

B) Reading Room
i} Location

Current — Main Level
Proposed - Main Level

ii) Current condition

The current Reading Room holds not only the collection of books and media, but
also the service desk for the staff and provides space for all programs, such as

Noyes Library for Children - Program of Requirements
November 2016 - rev 2
PG 3



story time, arts and craft activities, etc. This dual function limits how and when
the space can be used as there is limited access to the collection when
programming is happening and there is limited space for program attendees.
The current collection is 13,123 volumes,

iii) Proposed changes

The Reading Room space should, in addition to housing the collection, be a warm
and inviting space with chairs large enough for a parent and child to sit together
to read a book, for children size tables and chairs and for computer stations with
software specifically targeted to pre-reading children and for use by persons
with a disability.

The single service desk will function as a place to check out and return books,
and to provide information and reader’s advisory about the collection, activities
and programs provided by the Library.

iv) Fit-out Requirements

Collection - 13,000 volumes

Library shelving — no greater than existing shelving along outside walls and no
freestanding shelving if possible.

Service Desk — room for 2 staff, each with a phone (VOIP), computer, scanner,
and receipt printer and a shared cash register.

1 printer to be shared - printer to be desk-top model

Seating for parents & children - at least 2 large snuggle type lounge chairs and/or
window seats

Tables and chairs for preschool age children - two preschool age tables with 4
preschool chairs and two adult chairs

Furniture to be moveable to extent possible.

Existing floor to be restored, if feasible, with areas of carpet tiles,

C) Jan Jablonski Early Literacy Training Center
i) Location

Current- Main Level
Proposed - Lower Level

ii) Current condition

Currently there is no specific early literacy center. All programs are held in the
Reading Room. This limits the number of participants and the area is often
overcrowded. Access to the collection is reduced when programs occur in the
space. Programs must be scheduled only for hours the library is open because
there is no ability control access to the collection and materials during off hours.
Some early literacy tools are available on a very limited basis in the Reading
Room area.

Movyes Library for Children - Program of Requirements
November 2016 - rev 2
PG 4

Ty



iii) Proposed changes

The proposal is to create a stand-alone multi-functional space separate from the
main reading room to be used during library hours as well as after hours.

It will serve as the Early Literacy Training Center as well as the classroom/program
space for children’s programs and other public events associated with Montgomery
County Public Libraries.

Children’s group activities will include such things as storytelling for preschool
children, arts and crafts activities, and puppet theater performances, conducted in
an informal seating arrangement in flexibly designed space.

When there is not a programmed group activity, the room will serve as the Early
Literacy Center - a location where children 5 years of age and younger with
parents/caregivers can participate in one-on-one activities that build early
literacy/school readiness skills.

The Early Literacy Center is a language-rich environment for playing with toys and
educational manipulatives and teaching young children early literacy concepts such
as:

e print motivation {enjoyment and interest in books and reading),

e phonological awareness (ability to hear and play with the smaller sound in words),
¢ vocabulary {knowing the names of things),

e narrative skills {describing things, expressive language),

e print awareness {recognizing conventions of print}, and

e letter knowledge {(names and sounds of letters).

Storage shelving and closets are needed so the Early Learning items can be cleared,
as appropriate, to create a venue for other programs.

During off-hours the space should be available for other presentation and public use.
The space will provide a venue for presentations by authors of children’s books as
well as early literacy focused speakers for parents and other members of the
community.

To make the best and most complete use of the space, it must be fully accessible
when the rest of the Library is closed. {t must have direct access to the outside
without traveling through the staff area or the main reading room both of which
should be secured.

This after-hours use is important in order to meet one of the major programming
goals of the Library; to provide space for training on Early Literacy and presentations
with an Early Literacy Focus. In addition, it will be used for public events associated
with Montgomery County Public Libraries.

Noyes Library for Children - Program of Requirements
November 2016 - rev 2
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fv) Fit-out Requirements

Space or multi-use configuration.

Storage space — to hold items used for programs/events. Can be in adjacent
haliway or built in closets

Counter —to set up refreshments, art supplies, etc. with sink

Projection screen/projector or smart board/digital screen/TV

Direct ADA access to outside without going through secured staff area or the

main reading room. This is to allow for afterhours use while keeping the rest of

the building secure.
Floor covering to be hard surface such as luxury vinyl tile or rubber type
material. Area rug or ‘sit-upons’ for story time to be provided.

D) Restrooms and Janitors’ closets
i} Current

Currently there is one small restroom, which is not ADA compliant, that is shared by

the staff and the public. Any cleaning done at the library is serviced from this

restroom.

i)

Proposed
At least two restrooms for the public {or as required by code}, and one for staff.

All ADA requirements are to be met as required. Include baby changing stations in

public restrooms.

Janitor closet should have water access for mop bucket and storage for paper
towels, cleaning supplies

E} Building Entry
i} Current

i)

Currently the entry is accessed via outdoor stairs and the recently installed ramp.

There is a small vestibule, which protects the space from direct outside air. Ithasa
bench and newspaper hand-outs.

Proposed
Universal access will be provided to building in such a way that all visitors can access

the lobby or the current vestibule from the front plaza. Area for the following will

be provided:

Area for umbrellas

Place for stroller storage
Walk-off mat

Bulletin board

Newspapers and other hand-outs

Novyes Library for Children - Program of Requirements
November 2016 - rev 2
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F) Book Drop off
i} Current
Currently there is no after-hours book drop

ii) Proposed
Provide a book drop that is ADA accessible from the outside for the public to return
books when library is closed. Librarians to access dropped books from inside the
building. Book drop must be lockable from the exterior.

4. BUILDING COMPONENTS
A. Mechanical Systems, Environmental Controls & Energy Conservation

Conditions in the existing building:
o Technology of the HVAC system is outdated and inefficient and the system is
generally unreliable.
Building has operable windows but difficult to open.
Plumbing is not adequate.
Restroom does not meet ADA requirements.
Building surfaces are in poor condition.
The roof was replaced in 1992 and appears to be in good condition.

C 0 0 QO C

Recommendations for Change:
o Replace the HVAC system, bringing all building systems up to applicable building and
energy requirements; Consider a new VRF system
o Provide new plumbing facilities as required by code and by ADA
o Provide an ADA restroom for staff that is separate from public facilities

B. Lighting

Conditions in the existing building:
o Lighting is good in some places, but inadequate in others.
o Lighting is not energy efficient
o Natural lighting is provided in some places.

Recommendations for Change:

o Lighting needs to be replaced for efficiency reasons and to eliminate spots or
shadows cast from the high bookcases so that customers/staff can read the labels
and spines of the books.

o Provide natural light in the Jan Jablonski Early Literacy Training Center and
throughout the library to the extent possible.

Novyes Library for Children - Program of Requirements
November 2016 - rev 2
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C. Electrical, Electronic Needs

Conditions in the existing building:
o Conduit runs for electricity, electronic cahling, voice and data lines are not sufficient
for future expansion,
o Service desk and workspace area does not have ample raceways for wire
management.

Recommendations for Change:

o The interior of the building must be wired for future flexibility for a variety of
equipment--both electric and electronic and voice and data lines.

o Improve flexihility of wiring, providing conduit runs of sufficient capacity to allow for
future wire insertion, as well as some blank circuits for future dedicated lines.

o Provide electrical/conduit plan that is flexible enough to accommodate some future
rearrangement of shelving and furniture.

o Provide flush mounted floor outlets and ample numbers of wall outlets at regular
intervals throughout the building and wire management in all furniture.

o Reroute and add outlets in public, and staff workroom areas to meet current and
future needs,

o Provide exterior electric outlet for outdoor events.

D. Site Use and Building Access
Conditions in the Existing Building Site:
Q Paved area outside of entry is uneven and potentially a tripping hazard

0 ADA ramp provides access to front vestibule

Recommendations for Change:

o Repave the area — reuse existing slate as possible. Use materials that will
withstand weather including snow removal.
o Create a Universal Design Access to entry and to all levels of the building

E. Safety and Security
Effective security to be provided for the staff, the public, and equipment including library
materials.

Conditions in the Existing Building:
o Motion detection system is in operation in part of the building.
o There is some emergency lighting, but it is inadequate.
o Button-controlied automatic doors are installed on the exterior access and interior
access doors for the only entrance to the building and are functioning properly
o There are no security cameras in the building or on the property to monitor activity.

Novyes Library for Children - Program of Requirements
November 2016 - rev 2
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Recommendations for Change:
Effective security must be provided for the staff, the public, and the equipment.
o Update and install additional emergency lighting.
o Replace doors with key locking/unlocking system.
o Add ID badge reader access where appropriate.

F. Carpeting, Finishes and Furniture

Conditions in the existing building:
o Carpeting is old and frayed and needs to be replaced.
o Walls need repainting.
o Ceiling needs to be replaced
o Furniture is wearing and in generally poor condition.

Recommendations for Change:
o Replace carpeting with floor coverings that will withstand use.

o Investigate restoring original wood flooring in the reading room.
o Paint walls and other surfaces as needed inside and outside of the building.
o Investigate restoring historic ceiling in the reading room.
o Replace furniture.
G. Shelving

Conditions in the Existing Building:
o Existing shelving is wood and is installed along the perimeter walls of the reading room.
It is taller than the 48 inch standard generally used in Children’s Rooms in Montgomery
County.

Recommendations for change:

o Provide a shelving solution that is in keeping with the historic nature of the reading
room while providing access to young children under age 8. Perimeter shelving should
be no higher than current height. Any new freestanding shelving if required should be
no more than 48” high.

END
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KOFFEL

January 31, 2017

Mr. Rick Morrison
Grimm and Parker
11720 Beltsville Drive
Suite 600

Calverton, MD 20705

RE: NOYES LIBRARY RENOVATION ANALYSIS - KENSINGTON, MD
W031-01

Dear Rick:

Koffel Associates, Inc. has performed an analysis of the renovations for the Noyes Library located
in Kensington, Maryland. The purpose of the analysis is to evaluate the building based on the
issues raised in the email from Wiedemann Architects dated November 21, 2016 and provide our
findings and recommendations.

Applicable Codes and Standards

The project must be designed in accordance with the building and fire codes, as adopted by
Montgomery County. The requirements are found in the following documents:

o International Building Code, 2015 Edition with local amendments (IBC)

o The Life Safety Code®, 2015 Edition with State amendments (LSC)

e NFPA 1, 2015 Edition with State amendments

e International Existing Building Code, 2015 Edition with State amendments (IEBC)

Based on the scope of work within the building, the construction is classified as a change in use.
Per the IEBC, Chapter 10, and the LSC, Chapter 43, the means of egress must comply with the
provisions for new construction. Therefore the IBC, Chapter 10, and the LSC, Chapters 12 and 38,
are applicable to the spaces.

Use and Qccupancy

As currently shown, the building will be classified as a mixed use, Business and Assembly. The
upper level is Business while the main level and the lower level are Assembly occupancies. The
building can be classified as separated or non-separated mixed use. If separated mixed use is
chosen, the business and assembly portions of the building must be separated from each other by
construction that is fire rated for at least 1 hr and the supporting construction of the separation must
also be fire rated for at least [ hr. The provisions of business will only apply to the business
portions of the building and the assembly requirements will only apply to the assembly portions of
the building. If non-separated mixed use is chosen, the most restrictive requirements, for the
building, of both business and assembly occupancies is applicable throughout unless there is a
physical separation between the uses.

¥ 8815 Centre Park Drive  Suite 200 / Columbia, MD 21045 ./ 410-750-2246 ./ www.koffel.com




Mr. Rick Morrison January 31, 2017
Noyes Library Renovation Analysis — Kensington, MD Page 2

The building will be approximately 2,264 sq ft in area and is two stories above grade, with a
basement.

Recommendation: A non-separated mixed use approach is recommended for the building.
However, in order to use the non-separated mixed use approach, complete building sprinkler
protection per NFPA 13 will be required to meet the allowable height requirements per IBC
Section 508.3.2 and LSC Section 6.1.14.3.2 and Table 12.1.6. Sprinkler protection of concealed
combustible spaces may not be necessary if one of the appropriate exceptions permitted by
NIPA 13 is implemented,

Egress

The drawings currently indicate a single exit from the second floor, two exits from the first floor,
and two exits from the basement.

The LSC contains requirements for a single exit that are more stringent than the requirements in the
IBC. The LSC Chapter 38 contains several provisions for a single exit from a story as summarized
below:
o Section 38.2.4.3 — a room or area with an occupant load less than 100 is permitted to have a
single exit if:
o the exit discharges directly to the exterior at the level of exit discharge
o the travel distance is less than 100 ft
o the stairs must not exceed 15 ft in height and must be separated from other parts of
the building, with no door openings

As currently designed, the exit stair does not discharge to the exterior at the level of exit discharge;
it discharges below the level of exit discharge due to the site topography, but it will discharge
directly to the exterior. Also, the stair will have openings on the main level as well as the basement
since this stair serves as an exit for the basement. A code modification would be required from
Montgomery County to use this provision. If the provisions of this section are used, sprinkler
protection is not prescriptively required but could be used as a mitigating factor in the code
modification request.

e Section 38.2.4.4 - a business occupancy three or fewer stories in height with a maximum
occupant load per story of 30 is permitted to have a single exit if:
o the exit discharges directly to the exterior
o the travel distance to the exterior of the building does not exceed 100 ft
o the stair does not serve as an exit from other stories

As currently designed, the exit stair serves as an exit to other stories since it also serves the
basement. Two exits are required from the basement since it contains an assembly occupancy. A
code modification would be required to use this provision. A justification for this code
modification may be that the occupants of the basement are assumed to have exited the building
prior to the occupants of the second floor reaching the exit door from the stair to the outside. Ifthe
provisions of this section are used, sprinkler protection is not prescriptively required but could be
used as a mitigating factor in the code modification request.

KOFFEL ASSOCIATES /s e
KOFFEL AssoCIATES £2
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e Section 38.2.4.6 - a single exit is permitted for buildings containing a single business tenant,
no more than two stories if:
o the building is fully sprinkler protected per NFPA 13
o the travel distance to the outside is less than 100 ft

As currently designed, the building contains three stories and is not currently sprinkler protected. If
the building were provided with sprinkler protection, a code modification from Montgomery
County will be required since the building is more than two stories.

Recommendation: The new interior stairs must be at least 36 in. wide per LSC §7.2.2.2.1.2,
Recommendation: Handrails must be provided on both sides of the stairs per LSC §7.2.2.4.1.1.

Recommendation: Security grills are not permitted in assembly occupancies per IBC
§1010.1.4.4. The drawings currently indicate a security grill at the entrance to the reading room.
Doors that are locked when the reading room is closed may be a solution. Otherwise, a code
modification would be required from Montgomery County if the security grill is still the preferred
option, Possible mitigating factors for justification of the security grill include the small size of
the building and the amount of staffing provided.

Recommendation: Exterior stairs must be designed to prevent the accumulation of water per
LSC §7.2.2.6.5.

Recommendation: Exterior stairs are required to be separated from the interior of existing
buildings by fire-rated construction where the building is not sprinkler protected. If the building
is not sprinkler protected, the exterior wall must be fire vated for at least I hr and the openings
within 10 ft of the stair (including windows) must be fire rated for at least 45 minutes. This
requirement is applicable to both exterior stairs. If a sprinkler system is provided throughout the
building, the exterior wall and openings within 10 ft of the respective stair do not require a fire
rating per LSC §7.2.2.6.3.1.

On the main level and in the basement, the exits are remote and meet the separation requirement of
one-third the maximum diagonal of the space they serve.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Koffel Associates has evaluated the Noyes Library, based on the email from Wiedemann
Architects, to verify that the project, as designed and reviewed, will meet the applicable
Montgomery County fire protection and life safety-related code requirements. Recommendations
have been provided to address deficiencies that were observed on the current drawings.

In general, the installation of complete building sprinkler protection per NFPA 13 is recommended.
If complete sprinkler protection is not provided, other mitigating fire protection features, such as
but not limited to, a manual fire alarm system with complete smoke detection, may be necessary for
the various code modification requests.

A preliminary design review meeting with Montgomery County is strongly recommended to g‘
confirm direction based on the cited recommendations.

KOFFEL ASSOCIATES L T
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Mr. Rick Morrison
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Noyes Library Renovation Analysis — Kensington, MD

We trust that this analysis meets your needs at this time. Please call should you have any questions.

Prepared by: Reviewed by:

Kina Campbell, P.E. Clay Aler, P.E.
Principle

Senior Fire Protection Engineer
Licensed in MD Licensed in DC, DE, MD, VA
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II-A
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT
Address: 10237 Carroll Place, Kensington Meeting Date: 9/25/13
Applicant: Montgomery County Government Report Date: 9/18/13

(Greg Wiedemann, Architect)

Resource: Primary-One Resource Public Notice: 9/11/13
Kensington Historic District

Review: Preliminary Consultation Tax Credit:  None
Case Number: N/A Stalff: Anne Fothergill

PROPOSAL: Construction of elevator tower addition and other alterations

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the applicants respond to the comments from the HPC and return for a HAWP.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Primary One Resource within the Kensington Historic District
STYLE: Dutch Colonial
DATE: 1893

excerpt from Places in the Past:

The Kensingten Historic District is a well-preserved, turn-of-the-century garden suburb with
Victorian era residences, curvilinear streets, and a vital commercial district. The community has
its origins in a railroad stop known as Knowles Station, named after the major land holding family
in the area. Beginning in 1890, Washington developer Brainard Warner purchased and subdivided
property along the Metropolitan Branch, transforming the community from a small passenger stop
to a park-like suburban community. He named his subdivision Kensington Park, after a London
suburb, and established a library, town hall, and Presbyterian church. Under Warner’s persuasion,
the Knowles Station depot and post office eventually changed to the Kensington moniker.

Warner founded a library for Kensington residents, donating the land and constructing the
building. Noyes Library is named for Crosby Noyes, editor and publisher of the Washingtan
Evening Star, who assembled its book collection. With its opening in 1893, Noyes Library
became a social and educational hub of Kensington. Today, Noyes is the only children’s library in
the Montgomery County Library System.

The applicants provided a detailed history of the building in Circles }J -/} and historic photos in Circles
24-Y§. As noted, the front of the building has been altered significantly and the original entrance to the
buiiding has been relocated.
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PROPOSAL

The applicants are proposing to expand the small library and to make the building accessible in compliance
with ADA requirements. The applicants are limited in their expansion options because of the shape and
size of the site. The applicants propose to install an elevator so that staff and patrons can access all three
floors.

The applicants propose to:

¢ convert crawl space into habitable basement space with accessible restrooms, storage and an
office; the foundation will be rebuilt with brick face; wood egress windows will be added on the
south side and an egress stairwell on the east side

* convert attic space into classroom space with no alterations 1o existing roof form; remove louver
on south side and expose awning window

» remodel the first floor with the original reading room in its pre-1940s configuration (interior
changes only)

» construct an.elevator tower at the left (north) side of the building and a giazed hallway connector;
create a new accessible entrance and interior foyer space

¢ make some alterations to the existing front stoop and railing to meet code (overall the previously-
altered front of the building will remain the same)

» install an on-grade accessible path from the street

See a detailed description of the proposed changes in Circles 2 -4 and existing and proposed plans in
Circles__ | F+ -2 %

The applicants will be receiving a state bond so this proposal will go through the Section 106 review
process with Maryland Historical Trust (MHT). The applicants have started that review process and MHT
has determined that they will not require an easement on the building and the project may require
mitigation.

Because of the size and shape of the property, any addition to the footprint would require a setback
variance. Additions that are built for the purpose of providing accessibility are exempt from the setback
requirements and the applicants expect that this addition as proposed will not require a variance.

The local Noyes Library Foundation has been very involved in fundraising, programming and lobbying for
the library as a community asset and there is neighborhood support for the proposal.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations within the Kensington Historic District, the Vision of Kensington: A Long-
Range Preservation Plan (Vision), Montgomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter 244) and the
Secrelary of the Interior s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards) are to be utilized as guidelines to
assist the Commission in developing their decision. The pertinent information in these documents is

outlined below.

Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan

The HPC formally adopted the planning study, Vision of Kensington: 4 Long-Range Preservation Plan,
and is directed by the Executive Regulations, which were approved by the County Council, to use this plan

when considering changes and alterations to the Kensington Historic District. The goal of this preservation
plan "was to establish a sound database of information from, which to produce a document that would
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serve the HPC, M-NCPPC, their staff and the community in wrestling with the protection of historic
districts amidst the pressures of life in the 21st century." The plan provides a specific physical description
of the district as it is; an analysis of character-defining features of the district; a discussion of the
challenges facing the district; and a discussion of proposed strategies for maintaining the character of the
district while allowing for appropriate growth and change.

Monrtgomery County Code; Chapter 244-8:

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and
information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is sought
would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement or
ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the
purposes of this chapter.

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of
this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of
this chapter; or

{3} The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a manner
compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the historic site or
historic district in whichk an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or
(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit of the
alternative proposal, the general public welfars is better served by granting the permit,

(c) Itis not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any one
period or architectural style,

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,
the commission shall be fenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of
the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.)

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:

Standard # 2: The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The remaval of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shail be avoided.

Standard #9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the
old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to
protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

Standard # 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.



STAFF DISCUSSION

The Vision of Kensington: A Long-Range Preservation Plan states that within the Historic District, “the
houses share a uniformity of scale, set backs and construction materials that contributes to the cohesiveness
of the district’s streetscapes.” The Vision discusses specifically the Historic Residential Core, where
Noyes Library is located, which “consists of most of the primary historic resources in the residential
neighborhood. This includes historic resources built from 1890 to 1930 which exemplify the historic
pattern of development characterized by expansive open spaces between homes. In this area it is important
to preserve these patterns of open space, front yard setbacks, building scale, architectural character, and the

streetscape qualities.”
The Design Guidelines for Historic Sites and Districts in Montgomery County, Maryland state:

Basic Principles for an Addition
The overall design of an addition should be in keeping with the design of the primary structure.
Design elements should take their cue from the primary structure, but this does not preclude
contemporary interpretations, nor discourage differentiating the addition from the historic building.
Keeping the size of the addition small, in relation to the main structure, also will help minimize its
visual impacts. It is also important that an addition not obscure any significant features of a
building. If the addition is placed to the rear of the existing structure, it is less likely to affect such
features. Side additions are generally discouraged.

18.0 DESIGN OF NEW ADDITIONS
Design a new addition to be compatible with the primary structure.

18.1 Place an addition at the rear of a building to minimize its visual impacts.

« This will allow the original proportions and character to remain prominent.

+ Locating an addition at the front of a structure is inappropriate

» Locating an addition to the side of a structure is generally inappropriate. However, special site

constraints, such as sloping topography or location of a champion or specimen tree, may
require a side addition. '

* An addition to the rear of a structure must also conform to Montgomery County and municipality
setback requirements.

18.2 Do not obscure, damage, destroy or remove original architectural details and materials of the
primary structure.

18.3 An addition should be compatible in scale with the primary structure.

* An addition should relate to the historic house in mass, scale and form. It should be designed to
remain subordinate to the main structure.

» One option to help visually separate an addition from the primary building is to link the primary
structure with a smaller breezeway.

» For a larger addition, break up the mass of the addition into smaller modules that relate to the
historic house.

* An addition should be simple in design to prevent it from competing with the primary structure.

18.4 Use building materials that are compatible with those of the primary structure.

18.5 An addition should be compatible in character with the primary structure.

+ An addition should be made distinguishable from the historic building, even in subtle ways, such
that the character of the original can be interpreted. An addition should draw design elements
from the historic structure, expressing them in a simplified or contemporary manner rather
than striving to perfectly recreate historic building features.
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* A change in setbacks of the addition from the historic building, or applying 2 new trim board at
the connection point can help define the addition.

- An addition that seeks to imply an earlier period than that of the primary building also is
inappropriate. For example, an addition that is more ornate than the original building would be
out of character.

18.6 Use windows that are similar in character to those of the main structure.

« If the original windows were a wood, double-hung style, for example, then new windows that
appear similar to them would be appropriate. Windows of suitable contemporary design might
also be appropriate.

18.7 The roof form and slope of a new addition should be in character with and subordinate to that
of the primary building.

+ It is important to repeat the roof lines and slopes found on the primary structure. Typically, gable,
hip and shed roofs are appropriate for residential-type building additions. Flat roofs may be
appropriate in certain cases, such as for some commercial bujldings.

* Eave lines on the additions should be no higher, and preferably lower, than those of the historic
building or structure.

The applicants are faced with a challenging situation due to the site and building constraints and the
desired use of the building as well as the mandate for accessibility. The goal of this Preliminary
Consultation is to determine whether the HPC will support the applicants’ proposal to construct an elevator
tower adjacent to the historic building, which is the applicants preferred way to provide accessibility while
increasing and maximizing useable interior space.

The applicants have proposed a design that will increase the interior useable space with minimal impact to
the exterior of the building. They will be able to convert the existing attic space into useable space without
any changes to the roof form, which is commendable. As noted in the applicants’ narrative, the front of
the building has been significantly altered with the addition of a porch and the later enclosure of the porch
and the addition of the entry vestibule. As part of this design the applicants will be recreating the reading
room with the same dimensions as the original first floor reading room prior to the front additions and
alterations. The front of the building will remain the same with a new accessible entrance to the left,

The main impact to the building and property is on the north side where the new 9 wide elevator tower
and 6° wide two-story glazed hyphen wili connect to the historic building, On the first floor the addition
will connect through what was originally the front door opening that has been enclosed. Because of the
needed mechanical overrun space, the elevator tower must be extended up to the base of the roof as shown.
The tower and hyphen are clearly differentiated, which is important, but the HPC may prefer that the tower
design be more utilitarian and less conspicuous, perhaps without the shingled roof and decorative panels
and with a flat roof or using another design approach for the tower and hyphen.

Staff proposed other approaches and the applicants respended to these ideas:

s find space inside the building to install the elevator
there is not sufficient space inside the building for both an elevator and to meet
the applicanis” programmatic and accessibility needs; if they installed the elevator
within the existing footprint it would have penetrated the roof and altered the roof
form

¢ lower the elevator tower {see above)

* reduce the size of the hyphen and bring the elevator closer to the building
the hyphen will serve as the accessible entrance and the turning radius is needed
within the space



= attach the elevator tower to the rear of the building
a rear connection would require entering directly into the main reading room
which is not preferred; the back of the property does not accommodate
accessibility as well as the proposed northwest corner of the site, which is higher;
one goal was to have the accessible entrance be a main entrance, not a secondary
entrance at the rear; the rear of this building fronts Montgomery Avenue and is
highly visible (all sides of this building are visible}

The applicants have researched the history and evolution of the building and have taken the integrity of the
historic building into consideration and tried to minimize impacts to the historic block. The site is very
restrictive and the building is very small. Construction of an addition to this building will be very
challenging with the site constraints and a required setback variance* and an addition will be very visible.
The propasal provides universal access to the building while allowing the applicants to get expanded and
useable internal space to meet their needs.

*construction of an accessibility improvement would not require a setback variance

Overall, in terms of the applicable guidelines, staff finds that the new addition is clearly differentiated from
the historic block and is reversible and, as Standard # 10 states, “if removed in the firture, the essential
form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.” While this would be
a substantial alteration to this building and setting, this may be a rare occurrence when the HPC cites
Chapter 24-A-8:

{6) Inbalancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource

located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit of the

alternative proposal, the general public weifare is better served by granting the permit.

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private

utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a manner

compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the historic site or

historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

Staff recommends that the HPC provide the applicants with clear feedback on whether they determine that

the proposal is in keeping with the review criteria. If the HPC supports the proposal in concept, the
Commission should provide the applicants with design guidance and suggestions for any changes.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the applicants respond to the comments from the HPC and then return for a HAWP.
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1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THE PRQIECT
(a) Brief History of the Library

“Books were the Noyes Library's purpose and its reason for being.” Nayes Library History 1976 KHS

The Noyes Library was founded in Kensington, Maryland in 1893, the first community
funded library in the Washington Region. It predates the current Library of Congress by
four years. In the late 1800's there was a movement in metropolitan areas to create small
membership based community libraries to borrow books and share resources among
community members. Crosby Noyes, Brainerd Warner, JW Townsend, and Kensington
residents were interested in starting a community library in the newly founded Town of
Kensington. Brainerd Warner, founder of the Town of Kensington, built the library on a
triangular lot, adjacent to his home. Crosby Noyes, editor of the Fvening Star, stocked the
shelves with books, some donated by the Fvening Star. When it was built, its name was built
into the front gable as “NoYes Library”, with an owl placed below, as a symbol of Wisdom
and Learning.

The Noyes Library became a great educational resource in the town as well as a social and
public meeting place for the community for the next 50 vears. The Library was maintained
by a Board of Trustees of the Noyes Library Association and it was funded by its members,
as well as community events organized to support the library and its collections.

The Noyes Library continued to be operated by a Board of Trustees until 1951 when the
Board agreed to have it incorporated as part of the newly founded Montgomery County
Library System. Against the wishes of many community members, the Noyes Library was
closed in the late 1960's when the Kensington Park Library was built, and merged the
collections of the smaller community libraries of Kensington, Rocking Horse and Garret
Park.

After many protests and appeals from the local community and Congressman Gilbert Gude,
the County reopened Noyes in 1970, as the only local library devoted to children in the
Washington metropolitan region. The library re-opened as the Noyes Children's Library. It
is part of the Montgomery County Library System, and one of only a few Libraries in the
country dedicated to children.

As Noyes inspires children, so has it inspired their parents and the larger community. The
Noyes Children's Library Foundation, a registered 501(c)3 charitable non-profit, was
founded in 1991 to provide private funds to help pay operating expenses for the library.
Foundation board members include specialists in early childhood, early literacy and reading,
community services, fundraising, business, and public relations. The Foundation has no paid
employees.
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in addition to providing funds for books and salaries, the Foundation sponsors events and
programs for children in the library and the community. Foundation volunteers have also
provided Penny Theater puppet shows promoting early literacy for thousands of young
children in libraries all around the county, public schools, preschools, shelters, and cultural
centers,

The Noyes Children’s Library in Kensingtor, Maryland is today a nationally recognized
model for children's library services and a thriving center for early literacy.

(b) Brief History of Prior Renovations/ Present Condition

The Noyes Library was originally built in 1893, with a shingle covered front porch. (Refer to
1300 historic photo from northwest) The door was located on the left side of the front (west)
facade, with two windows adjacent to allow light to come into the building’s main reading
room, which was centered around a fireplace on the east side. (Refer to 1949 photo of
interior)

Over the past 70 yrs it has undergone three renovations, moving the entrance and enclosing
the porch.

Our research photographs from the Kensington Historic Society suggest that the entrance
was moved in the 1940’s from the front left (west) facade to the north facade when the
Library’s porch was enclosed. (See 12/25/1949 article from The Washington Star Pictorial
Magazine). By enclosing the original porch, the Library was able to expand beyond its
original reading room.

Soon after, the Library was painted a shade of white. In the early 1950's, the door was moved
to the Front (west) Facade again, this time in the center of the fagade. (See photograph in 08
May 1953). When the Library was reopened in 1970, as a Children’s Library, a small enclosed
portico was added on the front (west) facade to provide a weather proof entry for the
patrons and staff,

The interior underwent interior changes with the addition of a bathroom and staff room in
the northwest comner of the first floor. The Library was built over an unfinished crawl space
with limited access through a Bilco-style door on the east side. Some foundation repairs and
additional supports were added in the crawl space over time, but it remains a crawlspace to
this day. The spaces between the original brick piers were filled with brick to create a
continuous brick foundation.

There is access to a voluminous attic space via a small ceiling hatch and a tadder attached to
one of the interior walls. The attic is currently devoted to the HVAC system and storage.
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(¢) Brief Description of the Proposed Renovations

The goal of the renovation is to expand the use of the Library as a center to develop new
ideas and programs as prototypes for other branch children’s rooms in the County, to enable
its staff to reach children who cannot easily attend the usual branch library programs, and to
work with groups of parents and other adults involved in services to children.

The building is currently not accessible and the goal is to provide universal access to the
facility so that staff can work regularly with groups of children with special needs. The
building lacks sufficient staff space, adequate toilet facilities, and sufficient meeting space to
carry out its mission. The site conditions preclude any expansion of the footprint, so the
proposed expansion is achieved by utilizing the unused crawl space and attic space.

The intention is to change the exterior appearance with the least impact on the historic fabric,
while providing much needed space to make the library viable. The internal expansion of the
useable space is largely concealed from view. The proposed renovation converts the present
crawlspace into useable lower level. The existing Bilco door is proposed to be converted to
an emergency exit for the lower level, with a stair leading to the rear of the property.

The proposed renovation re-establishes the original reading room that was modified during
the 1940's renovations. The area of the original porch what was substantially modified
during those prior renovations will be used for a gathering space, much like the original
porch, and stair that wiil connect the three proposed levels of the library. The limits of the
original reading room will be re-established.

The most significant exterior change is the addition of an elevator that will provide
accessibility to all three levels. The proposed design locates the elevator in a separate tower
at the NW corner linked to the original building by a glass link that clearly differentiates new
from old. The entrance from the proposed elevator into the library is where the original
porch entrance once was and it wili provide direct access to the library from both Carrol!
Place and Montgomery Avenue. There will be an on-grade accessible path from street
parking.

The unused attic space is proposed to be converted to a meeting room for community
functions. The only external change to the building at the upper tevel is the removal of the
narrow horizontal louver to expose the awning window behind on the south side in the
location of the existing ventilation louvers affording a view of the Warner Mansion, the
original home of the founder of the library. The building will be protected by an automatic
sprinkler system and will be made complaint with the Americans with Disabilities Act.



NOYES CHILDREN'S LIBRARY
Submittal to Montgomery County HPC
Preliminary Review

4 September 2013

Pagedof 7

The existing building exterior will be otherwise restored, maintaining the existing windows,
repairing the shingle roof where needed and removing years of peeling paint and repainting
the exterior. In order to maximize the interior useabie space, the original porch which was
enclosed over 50 years ago will remain enclosed and the small entry facing west will be
retained, with some repair work to the front stoop and front railings to meet current code
requirements.

The space in front of the Library will be landscaped to provide a fow sitting wall and
plantings that shield the centra! gathering space from the traffic, while providing universal
access to the space for the community.

Although the Fire Marshall has indicated that the new stair must exit directly to the exterior,
our present design would require a waiver to permit the retention of the existing windows
on the west side and the use of the current front door as the means of egress.

Please find attached a site plan, floor pians, and exterior elevations that describe the existing
conditions and proposed renovation,

2. SITE PLAN/LANDSCAPE PLAN

See attached Site Plan and Landscape Plan depicting the Library location, new walkways and
other site improvements for access to the cutdoor reading courtyard.

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS
See required two (2} copies of the plans and elevations, depicting the existing conditions and
proposed modifications.

List of Drawings attached:

co.0 COVER SHEET, VICINITY SITE PLAN
EX 0.0 EXISTING SITE PLAN

EX 1.0 EXISTING CRAWL SPACE

EX11 EXISTING FIRS FLOOR PLAN

EX 1.2 EXISTING ATTIC PLAN

C1.0 PROPOSED SITE PLAN

AlLD PROPOSED BASEMENT PLAN

All PROPOSED FIRST FLOOR PLAN

Al2 PROPOSED SECOND FLOOR PLAN

A21 PROPOSED/ EXISTING WEST ELEVATIONS

A22 PROPOSED/ EXISTING EAST ELEVATIONS

A23 PROPOSED/ EXISTING NORTH/ SOUTH ELEVATIONS
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4. MATERIAT SPECIFICATIONS
The following is a description of the proposed material for the project.

Exterior Siding

The existing painted wood siding/ shingles shall remain; any repairs shall match existing
siding/ shingles in species and dimension.

In the addition, there will be a glass link with metal framed windows/ doors connecting to
the original Library as the main entrance into the Library and gathering spaces. On the new
Elevator Tower the siding shall be cedar similar to the existing siding but having a different
exposure to differentiate it from the original.

Wood Shutters

Existing painted louvered shutters shall remain. All shutters will have operable hardware,
Based on photographic evidence, we believe the original house had operable louvered
shutters. Repairs to the existing shutters will be done on an as needed basis and will match

the existing shutters,

Foundations
The existing historical Library had a brick pier foundation which had been in-filled in the
1940’s. The foundation will be rebuilt with brick face to allow for the excavation of the

basement in the Library; the existing brick chimney will be underpinned.

Exterior Trim
The existing historic trim on the original Library will remain. All new exterior trim will be

painted Spanish Cedar, in profiles as depicted on the elevations.

Windows
All the original single pane windows on the historic house will remain and will be restored.

Basement egress windows will be added on the south side, similar in scale to the existing
windows. All new windows will be painted wood casement windows with simulated
divided lite and insulated glass, which clearly identify the new windows from the historic.
The mullion patterns of the existing and proposed windows are shown on the attached

drawings.

Roofing
The existing Cedar Shingle Roof shall remain. Any repairs associated with the addition and

mechanical work shall be done, using existing palettes of shingles stored in the existing crawl

space.

Q)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
See attached required photos, labeled as requested

S}I

6. TREE SURVEY
See attached Site Plan for Tree Survey and Landscape Design

7. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY QWNERS

See attached Adjacent and Confronting Properties List of Owners

David Monier (Trustee)
10213 Montgomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895
(alternate address

27 Wardell Circle
Oceanport, NJ 07757)

Bruce Caswell & Lauren Deichman
10221 Montgomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895

Gene Cohen & Wendy Miller
10225 Montgomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895

Mackie Barch
10303 Montgomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895

Gloria & Jeffrey Capron
10304 Montgomery Ave
Kensington, MD 20895

Jay M. Henn
10234 Carroll Place
Kensington, MD 20895
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Carol & James Sharp
10226 Carroll Place
Kensington, MD 20895

Warner Circle Mansion
MNCPPC new offices
Under Construction
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1 PROCEEDTING®GS

2 MR. KIRWAN: Good evening, welcome to the September
3| 25th, 2013 meeting of the Histcric Pressrvation Commission.
4 | My name is Bill Kirwen, I am the Chairman, and I'm going to
5 | ask Commissioners and staff to introduce themselves, and

6 || I'11 start on my left.

7 MR. CARROLL: Brian Carroll, Gaithersburg.

8 MR. VAN BALGCOY: Max van Balgooy, Rockville.

9 MS. HEILER: Sandy Heiler, Brookeville.
10 MR. RODRIGUEZ: Jorge Rodriguez, Chevy Chase.
11 MR. FIRESTONE: Kenneth Firestone, Takoma Park.
12 MR. WHIPPLE: Scott Whipple, Histcric Preservation
13 || Staff.
14 MS. FOTHERGILL: Anne Fothergill, Historic

15 || Preservation Staff.

16 MR. SILVER: Josh Silver, Historic Preservation
17 | staff.
18 MR. KIRWAN: Thank you. The first item on our

1% | agenda this evening are the historic area work permits.
20 | Have the work permits been duly advertised?

21 MS. FOTHERGILL: Those were advertised in the
22 | Washington Times on September 11, 2013.

23 MR. KIRWAN: All right. Thank you, Anne. If
24 || anyone is here to testify for any of these cases in

25 | opposition, please give a speaker's form to staff and

[
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you for your good work on those historic area work permits,
and making those easily approvable for the Commission. And,
if you have any further guestions about those cases, please
contact staff tomorrow. Thank you.

The next item on our agenda are the preliminary
consultaticns. The first one being II.A at 10237 Carroll
Place in Kensington, which is an addition to the Noyes
Library. Do you have a staff report?

MS. FOTHERGILL: We do. And, I don't have a lot
of wvisuals, but I think the applicants do, so I'm sure
they'll show those. But this is an aerial shot of the Noyes
Library, which is a Primary One Resource in the Kensington
Historic District. As you can see, it sits in a little
island of land, sort of in the center of the historic
district. It was constructed in 1893, and it has a
relationship and it is adjacent to Circle Manor, the
Brainard Warner House, which you'll see in another aerial
photo.

You can see 1t here in the lower left of your
slide. That is a very prominent site in the Kensington
Historic District, and you can see in the excerpt from
Places In The Past, in your staff report, that he donated
this land and fcocunded the library. And it is a children's
library in the Montgomery County library system. It has had

a number of alterations, and we can go through those. And

[/
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then, the reason the applicants are here is sort of two-
feld, but one is, to comply with ADA requirements. They
have been cited and need to provide accessibility, and so
that sort of started this process, and then the library has,
it's a very restricted space, and the site is restricted, so
they, it opened up a whole discussion of what did they want
to do. And so, this is their proposal, and they're coming
here to get guidance from the HPC on what the HPC would
support.

This is another photo. 2&and this is the end of the
building where tThe elevator tower will be lcocated. So this
is the library today, and originally the entrance to the
library was on the left side elevation. BAnd then there was
an open porch, sc in 1%49 the porch was enclosed. So the
front of the building has been altered. You have historic
photos in your staff report. And my guess is the
applicant's alsc brought some. But the applicants have done
a lot of research on the library. There's a Noyes Library
Foundation, which is very involved in this project, and they
have a lot of research on the library and its history and
its evolution and alterations.

But, you can see in Circle 36 the 1200 photo that
shows the open porch. And then you can see in Circle 38 the
1949 article that shows that perch enclosed, still with the

door on the left. &nd then eventually they added this front

16
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entrance. You can see in Circle 40 the 1979 photo showing
the little new entryway. So, the front of the building has
been altered, and the site has major setback restrictions.
There's sort of nowhere to build, and they need space.
They're very restricted for space, and they don't want to go
up through the rocf form and alter that form.

So, the applicants are proposing to convert the
crawl space into habitable basement space, and that would
have the accessible restrooms, storage and an office. The
foundation will be rebuilt with brick face, and there would
be wood egress windows added on the south side, and an
egress stairwell on the east side. They alsoc propose to
convert attic space into classroom space with no alterations
to the existing roof form that you see here.

They would remove the louver on the south side and
expose the awning window. You can see that here on the
second floor. And then their proposal is to remodel the
first floor and restore the original reading room in its
pre-1940's configuration. Those are interior changes only,
but that is their goal to bring that reading room back.

And then they propose to, and this is the back of
the building, Jjust so you can see all sides. And then they
propose to, as you can see in the site plan, construct an
elevator tower at the north side of the building with a

glazed hallway connector, and that would be a new accessible

[T
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entrance and an interior foyer space. They also will make
some alterations to that existing front stoop and railing to
meet code. But overall, the previously altered front of the
building will remain as is. And then they will install an
on grade accessible path from the street for accessibility.

Just a little bit of background. The applicants,
I believe, will be receiving a State bond, for this proposal
will go through the Section 106 review process with Maryland
HEistorical Trust, and the appiicants have started that
process. MHT has determined that they will not reguire an
easement on the building, and that the project, based on
this proposal, may require mitigation, and the applicants
have started that process.

Ancther thing, the applicants have looked into the
setback issues, and because of the size and shape of the
property, as you can see in the slide, any addition to the
footprint would require a setback variance, although
additions that are built for the purpose of providing
accessibility are exempt from the setback requirements. So,
it is definitely easier and a more straightforward process
for them to find the space within the existing footprint for
their programmatic needs, and do the accessibility as the
addition, which is what they're proposing here.

As I mentioned, there's a Noyes Children's Library

Foundation that has been very involved, fundraising,

| Ig
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programming, lcbbying. There are many players in this.
It's, you know, Montgomery County Public Libraries, the
foundation, also the County's General Services, and MHT
ultimately will be involved, plus the HPC will review it.
So, the applicants are coming to the HPC early to get a
sense of 1f this is something that the HPC will support.

The staff report has the Countywide Design
Guidelines with principles for an addition, design
suggestions for new additions. As noted, this is
challenging, the site and the building constraints, and then
the mandate for accessibility, and the need for more space.
So, there are a lot of factors here. This 1s tThe side
elevation shown. ©h no, this is old. Don't lock at that.
Just look at your staff report and what the applicants
brought. There was an earlier design for the tower.

So, one goal is to not alter the building, as
minimally as possible, so that's a goal and the applicants
have really strived for that. The main impact will be the
nine foot wide elevator tower with a six foot wide two-stery
giazed hyphen that will connect to the historic building.
On the first floor, the addition will connect through what
was that; originally that front door opening that has been
enclosed. Because of the needed mechanical over run space,
the elevator tower must be extended up to the base of the

roof, as shown here, and in your front elevation, which you

|\
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can see in Circle 26. So, you might want to refer to that
in your staff report.

S0, as you can see in Circle 26, the tower and the
hyphen are clearly differentiated, which is an important
preservation goal. But, it's possible the Commission may
prefer that the tower design perhaps be more utilitarian,
simplified, less conspicuous, maybe without the shingled
roof and the decorative panels or with a flat rocf or
something, or perhaps yet another design apprcach for the
tower and the hyphen. And, staff asked the applicant about
a number of different options, Ccould they instzall elevator
inside the building? Could they lower the elevator tower?
Couid they reduce the size of the hyphen? Bring the
elevator close the building, or attach the elevatcr tower to
the rear of the building? For wvarious reasons, none of
those other options work, and those are outlined in your
staff report.

So, they have thought all those things through.
They've researched the history and evelution of the
building. They've taken the integrity of the historic
building into consideration and tried to minimize impacts to
the historic block. So, overall, in terms of the applicable
Guidelines, the new addition 1is clearly differentiated.

It's reversible. If removed in the future, the essential

form and integrity of the historic property and its
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environment will be unimpaired. This would be a substantial
alteration to this building and setting, and very visible.
No doubt about it.

So, this may be a time when the HPC cites
different standards from Chapter 24A. Perhaps 24A(8) (6),
which balances the interest of the public in preserving the
site, would the interest of the public from use and benefit
0of the proposal, or 24(a} (3}, which states that the proposal
would enhance the public or private utilization of the
historic site located within a historic district in a manner
that is compatible.

So, overall, staff would ask that the Commission
provide the applicants with feedback on whether they
support, you know, this separated elevator tower, whether
they find it's in keeping with the review criteria, and then
design suggestions for changes. And, if it's a positive
response, then the applicants would return for a histoeric
area work permit.

MR. KIRWAN: Thank you, Anne. Anybody have any
guestions?

MS. FOTHERGILL: ©h, and I will add that the
Kensington Local Advisory Panel submitted comments, which
the Commission received.

MR. KIRWAN: Thank you.

MR. VAN BALGCQY: Mr. Chair?
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MR. KIRWAN: Yes, go ahead.

MR. VAN BALGOOY: Ms. Fothergill, what is
prompting the elevator tower? Is it the federal Americans
with Disabilities Act? 1Is it a state regulation, or is it a
county regulation?

MS. FCTHERGILL: That's a gquestion for the
applicants, because I asked the same question, and it was
unclear. But, they were, they have a pending citation. So,
I don't know if it's county, state or federal.

MR. KIRWAN: Anybody else, questions for staff?
We'll ask the applicant to please come forward. When you're
ready to speak, you need to push the button, make sure the
red light goes on, and state your name for the record.
You'll have seven minutes to provide your testimony. Those
microphones have not been raised yet, so you need to lift up
the boom on the microphone.

MR. WIEDEMANN: I'm Greqg Wiedemann, of Wiedemann
Architects in Bethesda, Maryland, with Lindsey Field, from
my office. I think Anne gave a fairly succinct summary of
this building and our proposal. We're really trying to
achieve universal access to a facility that will become a
child literacy center. And, in order to do that, we need to
find more space in this building to meet that need.

So, we're taking advantage of an unused crawl

space, and an unused attic space. And we're trying to
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preserve the character of the exterior of the building to
the greatest extent that we can. As Anne explained, the
front of the building that you see there in the narrow
stairway to the right, and the foyer space, is the location
of the original front porch, which was removed and fully
renovated, I think, in the 1240's. The door to the building
was actually originally on the north side where we're
showing the door coming into that foyer, and it was moved
back and forth over the course of the last 120 years.

Also, as Anne said, there is no ability to expand
this building as ¢f right with the exception of additions
that are purely for accessibility purpcses. The site,
although it appears scmewhat flat, is not particularly flat
in terms of access. The level of the main floor of the
library is approximately at the elevation of the curb at
Carroll, in the lower left hand portion of this slide. 1It's
three or four steps higher than Montgomery Avenue. So,
we're proposing a gathering space in front of the library
that would also be accessible,.so you could apprcach it from
Carroll Place on the right. If you approached it there,
that ramp would lead up to the accessible entrance. Ycu can
also approach from Montgomery Avenue on the south, and also
get to the accessible entry.

One thing that's important is that we wanted

universal access to all three levels of this building

113
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because currently that reading room that's shown there on
the east side is not in that form. That's the original form
of the reading room. It currently has a small bathroom and
staff room sort of carved into it. So, this elevator will
serve all three levels of the building. It will alsc allow
the building to work to open in manners that will allow some
of it to be closed, and some of 1t to be open depending upon
the use. So, that's the reeson the elevator is serving
three levels, 1f that question might come up.

I think that pretty much summarizes it. If you
have any questions, I'm here to answer. Actually, your
question about the compliance, I believe it's both a state
Maryland accessibility reguirement as well as a federal ADA
requirement, because clearly this is a public facility.

MR. KIRWAN: Thank you. Anybody have guestions
for the applicant?

MR. VAN BALGOQY: I'll fellew-up with the public
accommodations under ADA, because I've handled similar
situations with other historic buildings. And, just
thinking about, did you think about where the public spaces
should be in this, and would that allow you to not have to
previde access to every flcor?

MR. WIEDEMANN: We actually think that zll three
levels are public spaces in order to maximize the utility of

the buiiding. We chose to locate the largest space up

LY
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above, which pretty much dictated the height of the tower.
The bathrooms needed to be below, and they need
accessibility. And also, even if the program were somehow
reversed, it would be not possible toc -- it would be
important to have accessibility to all three levels.

MR. VAN BALGOOY: So, if you placed the restrooms
and the classroom in the basement level, and moved the
closets, the custodial cleoset and the storage and the staff
offices on the third floor, and not made that accessible by
elevator that would not suit your purposes?

MR. WIEDEMANN: Right. The main gathering,
there's a history of given puppet theater in this building.
So the upper room suits that purpose rather than the below
grade space in terms of scale and promoting that use. So
that to us was an important space to utilize for the puppet
use.

MR. VAN BALGOCY: Can you clarify that a bit more.
I don't quite understand why a puppet theater would dictate
it would be on the second floor rather than the basement.

MR. WIEDEMANN: It's simply where the largest
gathering space could be achieved. 1If you compare the staff
offices to the scale and space on the third floor, they're
not comparable spaces.

MR. CARROLL: Mr. Wiedemann, I just have a

question about the roof of the hyphen connecting the tower
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to the building. I'm not sure I understand the materials as
they're drawn here. What's the material of the roof? I'm
looking at an elevation.

MR. WIEDEMANN: The hyphen is a flat roof, a
totally flat roof.

MR. CARROLL: ©Oh, I see, okay. And that resolves
into the plane of the roof at the front of the building?

MR. WIEDEMANN: Yes.

MR. CARROLL: Thank you.

MR. KIRWAN: And, while we're on roofs, 1s there
any precedent for the type of roof that's on the elevator
tower that you're drawing from, the sort of witches, that
kind of image? It seems complex for the building form, I'm
just wondering if you're pulling that from something in
Kensington or?

MR. WIDEMANN: There's certainly history of those,
of Victorian tower forms in the immediate vicinity of this
building, and that form is sort of recollective of that.
It's also making kind of a reference to a children's tower
too, in our mind. So we want it to be sympathetic but also
kind of playful at the same time.

MS. HEILER: The area that aligns with the second
floor in that hyphen shows a wider area. Can you tell me
what the materials are in that area? 1It's sort of halfway

up the hyphen.
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MR. WIEDEMANN: It's just a glass link. This is
just glass. This is just a glass link.

MS. HEILER: That's the thing your finger was just
on? Neo, Jjust go down, the dark gray. What's that?

MR. WIEDEMANN: What is it made of?

MS. HEILER: What material, yeah.

MR. WIEDEMANN: It could be aluminum. It could be
a metal panel. Definitely in contrast with the building.
More like a storefront.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: Do you have a section to do the
hyphen? What 1s the relationship of the hyphen as proposed
to the form of the roof?

MR. WIEDEMANN: I'm sorry, the hyphen is coming in
here, 1is that we're you're asking?

MR. RODRIGUEZ: Yeah, but how the hyphen meets the
roof, the existing structure roof?

MR. WIEDEMANN: It sits right here underneath.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: Are you sure there's nc projecting
out of the plane of the roof?

MR. WIEDEMANN: We don't believe that would be
required in order to create the passage that we need.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: I think it ~- I don't know. There
is something between the section of the building and the
position of the hyphen that I can't understand. I take it

you only show one view that is the front elevation or the
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back elevation, but I don't think you show where the hyphen
is in relationship with the section, the shape of the roof.
And I think the plane; the front plane of the hyphen on the
front facade is projecting beyond the slope of the roof, so
there is a little triangular piece of the hyphen that is
projecting out of the volume.

MR. XKIRWAN: If you look at the drawing, I guess
at Circle 28, proposed south elevation, the hyphen, the top
of the hyphen roof or the underside of that, the fascia of
the roof, the aligns with the break in the Dutch Gambrel,
and if you look at that elevation, you're drawing 482.3, it
looks like Commissioner Rodriguez is correct, that it would
slightly project out beyond that roof plane.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: And I asking this because I think
the critical point for this project is the location of the
elevator tower, and I deon't think —-- can you explain more
about why it's located on that side of the building? How
that affect the program attic issues that you were
addressing?

MR. WIEDEMANN: First, to address the first
comment, it would be our intention to set that hyphen in,
right. It is not in the same plane as the elevator tower.
Everyone understands thai, correct? 8So that, and then all
we really need is a three foot passage back in to make the

connection to the second floor.
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MR. RODRIGUEZ: Yes and no. If you have an
accessible entrance then you had the door clearances, you
have more than three fcot, the technical part of that. So
we know tThat the hyphen needs to meet certain width.

MR. WIEDEMANN: Right.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: I understand that you are going to
have to move it back until it is below the roof, and that's
the reason of my seccond question. Because when you do tThat,
something is going to happen. How that will affect what
you're doing?

MR. WIEDEMANN: Well, 1t might require that the
tower and the link move eastward a few feet. But in
principle; it would not change the design. And you're
asking why is the elevator there? Why is it at that
location? Once you come into this link, you're entering the
building where it originally entered. It was the original
front entrance of the building. So that's one reason. The
seccond reason is that that corner, that northwest cornexr of
the site is the only place on the site that is at the same
level as the first floor cf the library. So it is the most
level direct access to the main reading room. Thirdly, it
allows a ramp from the gathering space up to that point.

Now, if you consider the other side of the
building the back of the building, and I would suggest that

this building has no back, it has really multiple fronts.
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In fact, 1 believe the zoning ordinance would consider it
mulitiple fronts; access from Montgomery Avenue is from a
lower elevation. It would require a long ramp to get up to
the same elevation that we're showing here. And, we also
feel that this entrance allows people to come from the
gathering place or from the successful entrance intc the
same foyer. It's important to us that the route for
accessibility is a prominent one. It's also important to us
that it's not & bkack door into the reading room. That as
you come 1in, ycu're coming into a foyer space and then
moving into the reading room.

And we we're also able to preserve all the windows
of the reading room and the character of the reading room,
by not entering directly into it. We also, it's physically
impossible to get the elevator within the building without
destroying the reading room and the roof.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: Thank vyou.

MR. KIRWAN: I have another question. You showed
the section before through the existing buillding. It was
helpful to me because I was having trouble understanding the
new fire stair you're putting in. And I was going to ask
what's happening in that interstitial space between the fire
stairs -- it looked like to me a fully enclosed fire stair -
- and the original exterior wall cf the house. But it looks

like what is happening is that stair is actually within that
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space. You can still see those windows from the stair,
you're sort of moving through that two-story volume, is that
cerrect? Do I understand that correctly?

MR. WIEDEMANN: The fire marshal would like this
stair to exit directly to the outside. So that's yet
another challenge for us, but we're hoping that if there's
support for this design, that there could be some
accommodation to exiting into the foyer. In order to
accommodate the gambrel roof, this is a multiple run stair
that takes the first run at the high point, the second at
the intermediate point, and then the third. So there is a
space between the stair and those windows in order to
preserve the exterior of the building.

MR. KIRWAN: A very small scale, the copies we
have. It almost locked like what is now I understand to be
the railing, was actually a solid wall. It's now clearer
for this action, if that i1s the case. 0Qkay, thanks.

The other question I had was, the panel on the
tower. Is it just a blank panel? Is it eventually going to
become something else? Possibly a clock?

MR. WIEDEMANN: It was a clock in an earlier
iteration.

MR. KIRWAN: I think it'd be great.

MR. WIEDEMANN: It could be a clock. It could be

a plaque that commemorates the 120 years of the building.
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We're open to suggestions and comments.

MR. KIRWAN: A clock seems very appropriate for
the, such a center focal point to the community.

MR. WIEDEMANN: Right.

MR. VAN BALGOQOY: Mr. Wiedemann, can you clarify
for me, there are three flocrs teo this building, the
basement, the first floor, and the second floor. How are
those all currently being used? Which ones are open to the
public?

MR. WIEDEMANN: Just the first floor.

MR. VAN BALGCCY; Just the first floor. So the
basement floor is --

MR. WIEDEMANN: 1It's crawl space.

MR. VAN BALGOQOY: Crawl space, purely for
mechanical.

MR. WIEDEMANN: It's dirt.

MR. VAN BALGOQY: Just dirt, not even mechanical,
okay. And then the second floor is —-

MR. WIEDEMANN: Accessed through a small hatch
through, you climb a ladder.

MR. VAN BALGCCY: Okay, so the public, staff, no
one goes up there on a regular basis?

MS. FIELD: No, because staff uses it for storage,
and as part of the --

MR. KIRWAN: You might want tc just introduce

| 3
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yourself for the record.

MS. FIELD: This 1s Lindsey Field from Wiedemann
Architects. The staff uses the seccnd floor, the attic, for
storage, for seascnal transfers of books and decorations and
things, but it's a vertical ladder that's attached. 1It's
about 13 feet tall, and she scales the ladder to get up to
get access to all the materials she needs.

MR. VAN BALGCCY: So what you're proposing then
will almost triple the size of the current public use.

Ckay, thank vou.

MR. KIRWAN: Any other guestions?

MR. CARROLL: I'm just looking at the elevations
of the tower and, you know, particular, the north elevation,
it looks like a lot of siding running up there. Is there
any thought to brining the, you know, the fascia of the
roof, some line to break up that field a little bit?

MR. WIEDEMANN: Yeah.

MR. CARROLL: OQOkay. I think that would make it a
little bit better for me. The scale, it looked kind of big
with just all siding. Thank you.

MR. KIRWAN: Anyone else? Any other guestions?
Well then we'll go ahead and move into our deliberations.
So, if you could turn off your microphones so we don't get
any feedback, and your light remains on, so I'm going to

invite you to be the first.
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- MR. RODRIGUEZ: 1In general I think this is a very
good way to address the issues of the building and the
issues of space. I think that you have identified few very
key elements that are addressing the needs and resolving the
problems. So, in general, I think I'm very supportive of
the project. There are, however, details that I really
don't think that the project is successfully addressing.

The issues of how -- mostly of the relationship
between the pieces that you are proposing and the existing
building. And, I will go first with the detail that I just
asked you about. I think that relationship between the
hyphen and the building has to be resclved in section,
because definitely you don't wani the plane ¢f the glass
projecting beyond the slope of the roof. So that is
something that is going to have to be designed somewhat.

And that is going to affect the location and position of the
tower.

I think for me the biggest element that I wculd be
extremely cautious about is the roof and the tower. I think
when I see the project I'm trying to understand when I visit
the site, and you can see that it gives a false sense of
contextualism that I think is really detrimental for the
building. I think either the tower beccmes an element that
is very simple, probably minimal. I don't know, and I

thinking about Peter Zumthor, the Swiss architect, type of
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thing that is extremely clean an element so you will see
what it is, or becomes an element that is covered by
vegetation so it becomes a solid, other part of the
landscape, but doesn't have the sense of a tower tower
because that's not the relationship that the building needs.
Or, is an element that can be as playful as playing with the
signage of the building and this becomes a decorative
material that covers these, and I think the beautiful arts
and crafts lettering, sign of the building is a very good
clue to look at for elements to match. But I think, if I
had to tell you something, I think the proposal for the roof
and the treatment of the tower, in my opinion, is not there.
I think this requires a lot more exploration.

The other alterations that I think needs work
considering is the relationship of once you start walking up
the ramp and the sidewalk that is coming from Carroll Place,
I think you're going to have issues with slopes and elements
there, and transitions and blends that is going to have to
treat it somewhat. There might be --

MR. WIEDEMANN: The route from Carroll is level.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: Yeah, it's level, but it cannot be
level because you have to shed water out of buildings, so
you go two percent and then you have to blend things. So
there is other treatment to the ground plane that I think is

what to loock at to see how it connects with the acce oint
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that you want. And the third peoint that I think needs to be
really look carefully, is the window wells. Because
depending on how deep these are, the walls that you are
showing as very low, are not going to be that low, or there
is going to be a railing there, a guide rail of socme sort,
so, and that element is going to be another element the
facade which you are not showing, but is going t¢ have a
very strong presence in this building.

And, as you said, you are right, this building is
not a building with one facade, it's a building with four
facades, and when you drive around and move around, and walk
around the building, the most important thing that you see
cf this building is its precfile, and it's really what makes
the building is the profile. So, those would be my points.
I think in general the approach is correct, and I think the
site demands the careful details and things are clear for me
is fine. I think the association c¢f the elevator with the
old porch creates a really clear bend in the floor plan
where the circulations happens and what is the relationship
between entering and moving in the building. And which, I
think is, I appreciate that.

MR. KIRWAN: Thank you. Commissicner Firestone?

MR. FIRESTONE: 1T don't have anything to add at
this point.

MR. KIRWAN: Commissioner Heiler?
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MS. HEILER: I also think you've taken quite an
appropriate approach to expanding this. I disagree somewhat
about the success of the tower. I think because it's such a
playful building, and because of its use, the design of the
tower, and particularly the design of the rcof, I think is
gulte successful.

The one thing that I think you need to keep in
mind is that, you don't want it to appear that this is
origineal, yet you don't want it to be jarringly different.
And one way to handle that may be through the treatment of
the panel, which at least, at that point can make clear that
this is a great deal newer than the rest of the building. I
do agree that a line on the extericr of the tower at the
floor line of the second rocf would break up that very large
expanse, and it needs that.

The only area that I have any quibbles with is the
material of the panel; excuse me, of the hyphen. I think a
glazed hyphen is the best approach, and anything that occurs
on that hyphen though besides the glazing that looks too
slick, I guess; aluminum would bé my last checice. Just that
it's, the hyphen is meent, I think, to disappear. And so,
if you can't make it all glass, then it should be at least
some kind of less noticeable, less slick material.
Otherwise, I think you've done a great job:

MR. VAN BALGOOY: Thank you, Mr. Wiedemann, yocu've

[
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obviously thought this through very carefully, and this is a
tough site. Triangular lot, and it's a great building, it's
really important to this community, so you're constrained in
many ways to figure that out, but sometimes you get the best
work out of architects in a tough situation.

Just some comments. You know, this is fjust a
preliminary consultation, and we'll see what comes
eventually. We may disagree with each other. In fact, I
know I will, with some of my colleagues here, so you'll have
te figure out what o do with all that. Sc, I know, for
example, that the Chair has suggested maybe putting a clock
on the tower, I'm going to say don't put a clock on the
tower because they inevitably are never maintained and the
clock is always wrong.

MR. KIRWAN: I haven't said that yet, I haven't
done my deliberaticn yet. 1 asked a question.

MR. VAN BALGOQOY: ©Oh, okay, scrry. I am
predicting that he's gocing to say that. So, but maybe I'1ll
change his mind after this. So please, don't do a clock.
Find something, a mural, I don't care, something else that
doesn't have to be maintained on a daily basis. 1 like your
approach con the fire stair that it's still going to preserve
the windows. I like your effort to preserve that reading
room, which I think is perhaps the most important interior

room. And that your approach to accommodating people with

.
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disabilities is in a respectful manner that they come in
through a similar entrance, as much as possible, and not
through a back door. And that you're trying to achieve
universal access throughout the entire building. I really
do appreciate that.

One thing that would help me with the plans
though, is looking at, because there are two Carroll Places,
is to have a north arrow so I know which direction I'm
looking, because that's sometimes difficult to figure out
which Carroll Place are you talking about, the east one or
the west one, the north one or the south one. I'm not sure.
Now, because you are tripling the size of the building, only
the first floor is used. You're providing now public access
in a basement level and to the second floor.

Knowing that ADA is about providing public
accommodation, and I'm concerned about the height and size
of the tower dominating this very small picturesque
building, I would suggest taking the tower only serving —-
taking the height down -- only serving the first and
basement floor. That's something you're, I mean, that's a
suggestion I'm going to make. It's one I've seen used in
other areas, and then the top floor is used only by staff,
and in cases when there is a staff member who is, has
limited mobility, accommodation is provided for them on

another floor.
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That provides all the public spaces on the
basement and on the first floor, the restrooms are there,
the reading room is there, they're all together, and the
public doesn't need o go on the third floor. That ailows
the tower toc be reduced in size, and it doesn't have such a
large impact on this pretty, vyou know, as again, we say,
it's an important resource, highly wvisible. And to also
think about how deces it look. And, you've heard already a
couple of discussions about different approcaches to that.
And unfortunately, I can't help you with that. I scort of
know it when I see it, unfortunately. And so, I just know
it seems to be too tall for the building and seems to
dominate it. So, otherwise, again, I want to congratulate
you on trying to tackle this really, really tough project.
There are no easy answers, but I hop with our discussion you
can find one. Thank you.

MR. CARROLL: I just want to echo the previous
Commissioners comments. I think it's, you know, you've got
a tough road to hoe here, and I really do appreciate the
respectful way that, you know, people are coming into the
entrance not as second class citizens, it's really, I think,
given the situation it's about the best approach you can
have, particularly with the elevation issues and so forth.
And, you know, the citation by the staff of Montgomery Code

and the Secretary of the Intericr Standards, you know,
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enhancing or aiding the protection, preservation and public
or private utilization of a historic site, I think that's,
you know, I think you're dolng that here.

You know, again, I would say that the elevation of
the tower, it seems kind of tall, and I think breaking it up
in some way. And, just one thing I was noting, when I loock
at the west elevation, and I look at that iconic Noyes
Library dormer in the front, it's got this convex hip to the
roof, and then with the tower you've gone to this concave
confiqguration. And, you know, when I look at the west
eievation, I keep wondering why it's not a convex hip to it,
you know. And, perhaps differentiating it that much more
makes sense, but I'm left wondering -- because I looked
through the precedence that you show here, and I see, you
xnow, straight hips, and I see one that's flared —- but that
west elevation, and maybe it's a guestion thai you guys have
already answered in your office, but that's the question
that comes up for me.

But other than that, I congratulate you. Like the
previous Commissioner said, it's a tough problem and I think
you've come up with a really good solution. And I'd love to
see the details and, you know, maybe something like a sketch
up massing model would explain the hyphen better to us.
Because I'm having trouble understanding how it comes in

there as well. BAnd, like you said, it may have to move a
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foot here, a foot there, but I'll be interested to see 1it.
So, thank you.

MR. KIRWAN: Yeah, I think you heard some really
good comments. I too agree that the general approach is
spot on. I mean, I think it's the right way to tackle this
problem, and I think, you know, bringing the original front
door back to life for everyone, I think, successful or not,
is a great solution to the problem.

I think where I -- I agree with a lot of what the
other Commissioners have said -- I think what I was
struggling with the most was the tower and the hyphen. You
know, the tower, as was mentioned before seems very
contexual. It's really trying to be much like the library
in its materials, and in some way, its form. And then the
hyphen is such a contrast.

Tc me that can, it's a little bit dangerocus fto go
down that rcad because it might give a false sense of
history. It might actually, it sort of suggests that the
tower may have already, you know, been there. And then at
some point somebody connected it to and reused -- turned the
tower inteo an elevator tower or something like that. I
think the hyphen either ought to be a little more like the
tower and the building. The glazing should be divided and
have, you know, maybe some of the materials, like the

siding, or take the place of the metal on the spandrel

It
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palatals, and alsoc maybe the hyphen has a littie pitched
roof to it, so it all sort of fits in more together, or the
other approach is toc make the tower a little more
contemporary, as Commissioner Rodriguez was suggesting.

So I think the tower and the hyphen need to work
together a little better, and not be so contrasting. I
think the apprcach to contrast the original building is
perfectly fine from a historic preservation point of view,
but I think the tower then needs to respond to that, or you
make it a little more contextual, but still different.

But, vou know, I think, some comments were made
about other details we'll be locking at when you come back
to us. Things like the railing details, the terrace, and
all those sorts c¢f things will be important for us to
understand, and more questions about materials. But I think
again, you heard from across the bcard that the approach is
right on, and we're really scort of picking on the details
right now, which is, you know, which you probably haven't
really gotten into yet. So, I think that's the next stage
that we're looking forward to seeing when you come back.

MR. WIEDEMANN: Just a point of clarity on the
area, these window wells. Those actually are not necessary
as egress windows, so those windows can be high windows. So
they don't necessarily create a hazard and require rails.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: Yeah. As long as they are no more

[u?
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than 30 inches.

MR. KIRWAN: Well, there's always, you can put a
grate there or something like that, you don't have to have a
railing necessarily.

MR. WIEDEMANN: Yeah. But, we're anticipating
that they would not be above the ground.

MR. RODRIGUEZ: The biggest issue is what
Commissioner Kirwan just said, basically, what is the
relationship between what is added and what exists. And, I
think from the historic preservation point of view, that
that's the key guestion to answer with the project.

MR. WIEDEMANN: Thank you.

MR. KIRWAN: All right, thank you very much for
bringing such an interesting project before us, and we'll
move on to our second preliminary tonight. It's in
Brookeville at 1 North Street. It's a construction of a
front porch and some other miscellaneous alterations. Do we
have a staff report?

MR. SILVER: We do. 1 North Street, Brookevilie,
is an outstanding resource within the Broockeville Historic
District. There's four components to this project, two of
which I hope that we can move through quickly and you agree
with me. That would be the first cne is the removal and
replacement of an existing standing seam metal roof, with a

standing seam metal rocf on the historic massing section of

MY



