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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT
Address: 4920 Griffith Rd., Gaithersburg = Meeting Date: 08/16/17
Resource: Edgehill Report Date: 08/09/17

Master Plan Site

Review: HAWP Public Notice: 08/02/17
Case Number: 23/17-17A Tax Credit: None
Applicant: Becker Frances Elizabeth Et. Al Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Ground Mounted Solar Panel Array Installation
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission approve the HAWP application.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
SIGNIFICANCE:  Individually Listed Master Plan Site
STYLE: Greek Revival
DATE: c.1780, Mid 1800, 1841

From Places From the Past:

Edgehill Farm is a rare surviving example of an intact and cohesive complex of domestic and
agricultural buildings from the 18® and 19% centuries. The property includes a telescope-type
farmhouse and several outbuildings, including a log slave quarters, log smokehouse, a frame
chicken house, a corncrib, a bank bar rebuilt in 1933, and a 20" century dairy building. In
addition, there are three cemeteries on the property.

Henry Griffith II, one of the largest landowners in the county, built the oldest section of
the house ¢c1780-5. The frame house was a room-over-room dwelling. The structure may
contain brick noggin used for insulation and stability. Set on a low foundation, the house has a
gable roof with a brick chimney. A shed porch extends across the full width of the front
clevation. At the south end of this original building is the kitchen, originally constructed as a
one-story, detached frame structure, and sharing the chimney of the house. About 1841, Henry’s
grandson, Thomas Griffith, expanded the house with a side-passage, Greek Revival frame
section built about 1841. The house, which retains a high degree of original features, is,
especially on the interior, a lesson in vernacular Greek Revival detailing. The kitchen was later
raised to two stories mid-19" century. The Griffith family of Edgehill donated land for St.
Bartholomew’s Church, dedicated in 1819.

The complex of outbuildings on the property are well maintained and contribute greatly
to the overall significance. They are excellent examples of period ancillary agricultural
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structures and are today rarely found intact.

PROPOSAL
The applicant proposes to install a ground mounted solar array with 66 solar panels.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

Proposed alterations to individual Master Plan Sites are reviewed under Montgomery County
Code Chapter 24 A (Chapter 24A) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation. Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a compatible
use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while preserving those portions or
features, which convey its historical, cultural, or architectural values.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work
shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials,
features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property
and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment would be unimpaired.

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or
historic resource within an historic district; or
(2)  The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical,
archeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in
which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the
achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or
(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or
private utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district
in a manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value
of the historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or
(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be
remedied; or

STAEF DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to install a 66-panel, ground mounted, solar array several hundred feet
from the historic house. The array will be placed to the north of a two-acre fenced-in field and
will not be visible from the historic house. The panels will be connected to the house through a

buried conduit.
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The solar array will not have a significant impact on the historic character of the historic house in
compliance with Standard 2. Additionally, the panels will be installed on a framework that could
be removed at a future date with no impact on the site, per Standard 10. The design and
placement of this array are consistent with the set of best-practices the Historic Preservation
Commission has adopted (Design Guidelines for Historic Sites and Districts in Montgomery
County, Maryland, General Rehabilitation Design Guidelines, 9.0 Solar Panels, page 68). Staff
supports this proposal.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application; and with the general
condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3 permit
sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for permits (if
applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS)
permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at
240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks following
completion of work.




HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

Daytirse Phons No.: /LH()-{}‘“?'-L{WS%

contace 1. Permitling md@rinitysolarsystems.com

Tax Accov Ne; 01 - 00009088
Mama of Proparty Owner, BECKER FRANCES ELIZABETH ET AL yime Prone No:  (201) 253-2688

Addrwas: 4920 Gaithersburg Griffith Road 20882-2011
Strest Nambar Gty Staer Ip Code
Conmsctom | NIy Solar Phone No.: 410-571-4488

Contractnr Registraton tio.. MHIC109285, ME222955, EB222966

Agengioe Qwner: FgENL Joshua Beriaux Dayti Phone Ne.: 410-571-4488

SRCAT N OF BURL TR PRE

Houss Number; 4920 sweee Griffith Road

Town/City: _Saithersburg NowcrstCrnus Strw_D2TESCUS Road
Lot Black: Subgivsion; 9001
Gher: Folia: Parcat Pe00

CHECK &
{J Construet (] Extend [ AterFanovae AT T shb O Room Additien [ Porch  J Oeck ] Shed
1 Mova O sl ] WreckRu ] Solar 1] Frapiace ] Waadburming Stove [ Sagle Family
3 Rewission ] Reapar (1 Revocabis {2 Fance Wt (comphem Saction 4} O Other
8. & Son cast 3 96,430.00
N/A

15, # thes £ & revizion of & previousiy spproved actve pame. see Perme #

M TR AR TG

ZA. Typs of swwege disposak: 01 13 WsSC 02 [7] St 03 17 Gther
I8, Type of waier supply- 01 [ wWssC a2 [l 03 {1 Other:

38 Heghe A ot NIA o

1B, Indicate whethes the fince or Tetaning wadl is to be censtructsd an ona of the followang locyzans:

1.1 On paty Soa/proparty e 1] Entireiy on land of ownes {7 On public night of wiry/easament

1 hgrolyy cortiy that | have the authonty 10 make (e faregoiny sppRCAtOR, that (e Appbcalion is comect, and AT tha consiruction wifl comgly with plars
appraved By il agancis fisted and | heraby acknowledge and accapt thit to be a condition for the 15susnce of this pemt,

Signeture of ownw o 2uthonzed egect Oate
Approved. For Chanperson, HISoRG Presanvation Camemssion
Owsapproved: Sigraure: it
ApplicatioryParmit No.: Corts Filpd: Datw lessnd:
e s21ms | SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS

8 O] ?2




THE FO TE COMPLETED AND THE
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION.

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF FROVECT

5. Description of existing structure{s} and emvironmantal setting, inciuding their hcsmﬂcdfumau and uwﬁcm
Cpen field on 190+ acre farm surrounded by trees with hame busilt in 1860 nearby. Field and residence are off of a back road.

b. Genam! description of project and its effoct on the historic resource(s}, the snviscnmantal setting, and, where applicahls, the histaric district:
Installatian of solar panel ground mount syster {o provide green energy for residence in apen field with trees

surrounding field still. Solar system will not be visible from the road nor any nearby properties due to trees.

Existing house an property will not be affected.

2 SITEPLAN
Site and environmental setting, drawm to scale, You may use your plat Your site plan must includa:
& tha scale. north arrow, and date;
b. dimensions af all existing and proposed structures; and

¢ SAe faaturas such as walkways, driveways, fences, pands, swreamns, trash dumpstars, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

3. PBLANS AND ATION:

You must submit 7 copies ot plans and elevations in a format ng Iapger than 13 x 17" Plans on 8 1/2*x 11" paper gre greferred.

& Schematiz construction glans, with marked dimensions, indicating lacation, sizz and general type of walls, windew and door spenngs, and othar
fixed features of both the existing msourcets) and the sronased werk.

u. Elevations {facades), with marked dimensions, clearly indicating proposed wark in relation ta existing construction and, when appraprists, caneext.
All tais and fixtures proposed for the exterior must ba noted an tha slavations drawings. An axisting and 2 proposedt sisvation drawing of sach
facade affected by the proposed wark is requited.

4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

General description af materials and manufacayred items proposed for nearporation in the wark of the project. This infarmation may b included an yaur
design drawings.

5. PHOTOGRAPHS

2. learly lahelad phatographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the atfectsd portiors. All [abals shoukd be placed on the
front of phatagraphs.

b. Cleariy labal photagraphic prints of the rescurce as viewed fram the public right-of-way and of the adioining properties. A tahals shauld ha placed on
the frant of photographs,

§.  TREE SURVEY

It you are peapasing construction adjacert to or within the dnpline of any wea 6° or larger in diameter {at approximately 4 foet above tha ground), you
must file an accurate tree survey identitying the stze. lacaton, and specirs of each tree of atleast that dimansion.

1. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND SONFRONTING PHGPERTY i

For ALL projects, provide an accurate list of adjacent and cenfraning property owners [not tenants}, including namas, addrasses, and #p codas. Thes list
should inciude the owners of all Iots of parcels which adjoin the parcetin question, as welj as the awner{s) of lotis) or parcel{s) which ila diractty acmas
the streetighway from tha parcel i question.

PLEASE PRINT (N BLUE OR BLACK 18] OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE. AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY OHTO BAILING LABELS.




HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Qwners]

Owner’s mailing address
Frances Becker

4920 Griffith Road
Gaithersburg, MD
20882-2011

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address
Trinity Solar

7455 New Ridge Road
Hanover, MD

21076

Adjacent and confronting Preperty Owners mailing addresses

Richard Ellison
5025 Griffith Rd
Gaithersburg, MD
20882

Methrod Javan
4800 Damascus Rd
Gaithersburg, MD
20882

Evan Nudd

4920 Damascus Rd
Gaithersburg, MD
20882

Steven Ofriel

4810 Damascus Rd
Gaithersburg, MD
20882

Nicole Noland

4900 Damascus Rd
Gaithersburg, MD
20882

Ravi Chedalavada
4910 Damascus Rd
Gaithersburg, MD
20882




Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

petaii: View of Field looking south

App,icantJoshua Bertaux pots




&xisting Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)

Detail: View of Field looking east

Applicant 90ShUa Bertaux g5 018




Site Plan
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Site Plan

Applicant: Joshua Bertaux
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MATERIAL LIST

(FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY)

JOB NAME: BECKER, FRANCES
ADDRESS: 4920 GRIFFITH ROAD,

=)
3
a3
=
3
3
A
4
3
]
3
.|
a
=]
|
|
=]
]
]
=]
3

GAITHERSBURG, MD 20882

129.25 ESTIMATED MAN HOURS

66 HANWHA 285's {18.81KW)
1 ARRAY

0 PORTRAIT & 66 LANDSCAPED

NO PIPES OR VENTS BEINGS RELOCATED OR REMOVED
2 INVERTERS INSTALLED OUTSIDE

400" TRENCH

HANWHA 285 (Q.PEAK-BLK G4.1 285) --- P300 SE OPTIMIZERS
SE7600A-US

SE7600A-US

4-SPACE SUBPANEL (OUTDOOR)

100A INDOOR FUSED DISCONNECT W/ (2] 80A FUSES
2p40A BREAKER

2p40A BREAKER

{CASH) METER AND METER PAN

100A OUTDOOR NON-FUSED DISCONNECT
SOLADECK BOX{ES) & HAYCO CONNECTOR(S)
14' SECTIONS OF RAIL

INSULATED BUG BITES (LINE TAPS}
FLASHINGS

CASE(S) OF BLACK SPRAY PAINT

CASE(S) OF TAR

PV LEAD WIRE

T-BOLTS

MID CLIPS

END CLIPS

SPLICE KITS

GROUND LUGS

5.39 DAYS {3
MEN)

ESTIMATED

[=)]
3]

[ I R e e T = T ™ "y eyt

L i -
gL R Y 12 R

SOLAR
221 Allestwaod Road 17797 207y
svall New fersee 07719 wavve Tiemty-Solar com
4.04 DAYS {4 2.69 DAYS
MEN) {6 MEN)
SENTTOJOB USED
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