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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT
Address: 308 Lincoln Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date:  03/22/17
Resource: Outstanding Resource Report Date: 03/15/17
Takoma Park Historic District
Applicant: Barney Long and Cara Allen Public Notice:  03/08/17
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: N/A
Case Number: 37/03-17T Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Remove non-historic rear deck, construct screened-in rear porch and other
alterations.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the HPC approve with the following conditions the HAWP application:
¢ Details for the proposed French doors must be provided,
o Details for the proposed rear sash window must be provided,
e Specifications for the replacement siding must be provided, and
e The spindles on the new rear porch railing must be inset from both the handrail and
bottom rail.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource within the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Tudor Revival

DATE: c.1920

The subject property is a one-and-a-half story, Sears kit house (Maplewood design), asbestos-
sided, with an asphalt-shingled side-gabled roof, and a steeply-pitched front-facing cross-gable.
Then front fagade is three bays wide, dominated by the central massing of the red brick chimney,
large cross-gable, and arched front door. Six-over-six sash windows are found throughout the
house. The house is significant for having served as Takoma Park’s first library.

PROPOSAL:
The applicant is proposing to remove the non-historic rear deck and to construct a new deck with
a screened-in porch with a rear-facing gable roof. In order to access the proposed porch and to
accommodate other changes to the interior plan, the following changes will be made to the rear
fenestration:

e Installation of a pair of French doors in place of the right sash window,

e Removal of the current rear door, shortening the opening, and installing a sash

window in its place, and
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¢ Removal of the left window and installation of a single French door with a
transom above.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and additions for new construction to Outstanding Resources within
the Takoma Park Historic District, decisions are guided by the Takoma Park Historic District
Design Guidelines (Design Guidelines) and Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter
24A).

Takoma Park Historic District Design Guidelines
There are two very general, broad planning and design concepts which apply to all categories.
These are:

The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are at all visible from the
public right-of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the
majority of new additions will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and,

The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to
reinforce and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than
to impair the character of the district.

Alterations to features that are not visible from the public right-of-way should be allowed
as a matter of course

QOutstanding Resources have the highest level of architectural and/or historical significance.
While they will receive the most detailed level of design review, it is permissible to make
sympathetic alterations, changes and additions. The guiding principles to be utilized by the
Historic Preservation Commission are the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation

Specifically, some of the factors to be considered in reviewing HAWPs on Outstanding
Resources:
e Preservation of original and distinctive architectural features, architectural features, such
as porches, dormers, decorative details, shutters, etc. is encouraged.
e Preservation of original building materials and use of appropriate compatible new
materials is encouraged.
o All changes and additions should respect existing environmental settings, landscaping,
and patterns of open space.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work
shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials,
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features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property
and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integtity of the historic
property and its environment would be unimpaired.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8(b)
A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

1. The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic
resource within a historic district.

2. The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of
the purposes of this chapter.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The work the applicant is proposing will be conducted on the rear of the building and will not be
visible from the surrounding district. The changes fall into three different categories which will
be discussed individually. Staff believes that none of these changes are substantial and will not
significantly impact the house or the surrounding district (244-8(6)(1)).

Removal of Rear Deck

The existing rear wood deck is a modern addition to the subject property. As the deck is in the
rear of the property and is not historic, it does not add to the character of the surrounding district.
Its removal should be approved as a matter of course.

Construction of New Deck and Screened-In Porch

The proposed new deck and screened-in porch will cover almost the full width of the rear
elevation. The screened in porch is offset only 9 (nine inches) on the right side of the house and
1’ 8 (one foot, eight inches) on the left side. The left side deck will remain open with a wood
railing and will provide access to the back yard. The right side of the proposed construction will
be a screened-in, one-story, rear-facing gable porch with exposed trusses.

Because of the slope of Lincoln Ave. and the wide setback between 308 and 302 Lincoln the roof
of the screened-in portion of the porch will be slightly visible from the surrounding district.
While this proposed change will be visible, Staff believes that its design and materials are in
keeping with the historic character of the subject property and surrounding district. The gable
roof form is consistent with the gable roofs on the subject property and its neighbors. The wood
supports for the gable roof allow the porch to be as transparent as possible, while their
appearance is analogous to half-timbering typically found on Tudor Revival houses. Asa
compatible design, the proposed new construction is in keeping with Standard 9 and would be
removable in the future to comply with Standard 10.

Alterations to Rear Windows and Doors
The applicant is further proposing changes to the fenestration at the rear to provide access to the
new, expanded porch. First, the applicant is proposing to remove the right, rear sash window and
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some of the surrounding asbestos siding. In its place, the applicant is proposing a pair of French
doors. These doors will provide the only access to the screened-in portion of the new deck in
back. While this rear window is historic, it is not a distinctive feature and its removal will have
little impact on the historic character of the resource and will not be visible from the surrounding
district. Additionally, the design and materials of the proposed French doors is compatible with
the historic house and will not detract from its historic character.

Second, the applicant is proposing to remove the existing rear door. This door appears to be
historic, but it is not a significant, distinctive feature. In its place, the applicant is proposing to
install a six-over-six sash window that matches appearance and dimensions of the historic
windows. The remainder of the door opening will be covered with fiber cement siding matching
the appearance of the historic asbestos siding. This proposal will result in the loss of historic
fabric, but it will not significantly alter the character of the building or impact the surrounding
district as it will not be visible from the public right-of-way.

Finally, the applicant is proposing to remove the left-rear window and install a French door with
a wood transom above. While the Design Guidelines discourage the loss of original material, the
proposed wood door is a compatible material and design (the Design Guidelines encourage the
“use of appropriate compatible new materials™) and its placement in a location at the rear with
limited visibility from the right-of-way mitigates concerns over the proposal.

The proposed changes are all to the rear of the house will result in the loss of two historic
windows, a historic door, and some asbestos signing; however, those features are not distinctive
to the house and are not visible from the public right-of-way. Additionally, the proposed work is
compatible with the character of the house and the surrounding district (244-8(5)(2)) and is in
keeping with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standardbreds for Rehabilitation.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the HPC approve with four (4) conditions the HAWP application;
Details for the proposed French doors must be provided,
1. Details for the proposed French doors must be provided, with authority for final review
and approval of the material delegated to staff;
2. Details for the proposed rear sash window must be provided, with authority for final
review and approval of the material delegated to staff}
3. Specifications for the replacement siding must be provided, with authority for final
review and approval of the material delegated to staff; and
4. The spindles on the new rear porch railing must be inset from both the handrail and
bottom rail with authority for final review and approval of the material delegated to staff.

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant
will present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department
of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling
the DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more
than two weeks following completion of work.
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