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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

Address: 612 Philadelphia Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date: 6/28/2017
Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 6/21/2017

Takoema Park Historic District
Public Notice: 6/14/2017

Applicant: Martin Lowery and Ruth Skafsgoard

Tax Credit: N/A
Review: HAWP Staff: Michael Kyne
Case Number: 37/03-17RR

PROPOSAL: Driveway replacement

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the HPC approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application.

1. The applicants must adhere to a tree protection plan, which will be prepared by a certified
arborist and submitted to HPC staff for review.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Craftsman

DATE: c. 1920s

PROPOSAL:

The applicants propose the following work items at the subject property:

» Replace the existing gravel driveway with a brick paver driveway.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Takoma Park Historic District several
documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These
documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved and adopted amendment
for the Takoma Park Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter
244), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent
information in these documents is outlined below.

Takoma Park Historic District Guidelines
There are two very general, broad planning and design concepts which apply to all categories. These are:

e The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are all visible from the public right-
of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the majority of new additions



will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and

s The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to reinforce
and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than to impair the
character of the historic district.

A majority of structures in the Takoma Park Historic District have been assessed as being “Contributing
Resources.” While these structures may not have the same level of architectural or historical significance
as Outstanding Resources or may have lost some degree of integrity, collectively, they are the basic
building blocks of the Takoma Park district. However, they are more important to the overall character of
the district and the streetscape due to their size, scale, and architectural character, rather than for their
particular architectural features.

Contributing Resources should receive a more lenient level of design review than those structures that
have been classified as Outstanding. This design review should emphasize the importance of the resource
to the overall streetscape and its compatibility with existing patterns rather than focusing on a close
scrutiny of architectural detailing. In general, however, changes to Contributing Resources should respect
the predominant architectural style of the resource.

The Guidelines that pertain to this project are as follows:

o All exterior alterations, including those to architectural features and details, should be generally
consistent with the predominant architectural style and period of the resource and should preserve
the predominant architectural features of the resource; exact replication of existing details and
features is, however, not required.

¢ All changes and additions should respect existing environmental settings, landscaping, and
patterns of open space.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8

(a) The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and
information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is
sought would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement
or ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the
purposes of this chapter.

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements
of this chapter, if it finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of
the purposes of this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or
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(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit
of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the
permit.

(c) It is not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1

period or architectural style.

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic
district, the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little
historical or design significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such
plans would seriously impair the historic or architectural value of surrounding historic
resources or would impair the character of the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord.
No. 11-59.)

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:

#2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alterations of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be
avoided.

#9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated
from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicants propose to replace the existing gravel driveway with a brick paver driveway. The existing
gravel driveway has a 14° wide apron to an existing stone wall at the front of the property. The driveway
expands to 26’ wide beyond the stone wall and has a connected landing area off the front porch. As the
driveway approaches the rear of the house, it tapers to 14’ wide with a more organic design, and it
includes multiple turnaround and parking areas that expand well beyond 14°. The entire driveway has a
granite border. There are four mature trees within the footprint of the existing driveway and multiple
mature trees immediately adjacent.

The proposed paver driveway will be within the same footprint as the existing driveway and consist of
traditional pavers to the approximate rear of the house (2,468 sf total), transitioning to permeable pavers
beyond an existing fence/gate (800 sf total). A small gravel turnaround/parking area at the rear/right side
of the driveway will remain unpaved.

There are a variety of driveway materials within the Takoma Park Historic District, including gravel,
ribbons, concrete, asphalt, and brick pavers. The applicant has provided several photographic examples of
existing brick paver driveways in the Takoma Park Historic District (see Circles K-20).

The applicable Guidelines in this case relate to the environmental setting, landscaping, and patterns of
open space. Staff suggests that the proposed driveway alterations generally respect the existing features of
the subject property and surrounding historic district; however, the Commission may find that, because
the arca to be paved is rather large and the proposal will result in a significant increase in impermeable
surface at the subject property, it is inconsistent with the park-like character of the historic district. If so,
the Commission may consider conditions of approval, stipulating that the width of the driveway and/or
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parking and turnaround areas be reduced, or that more permeable materials be incorporated into the
design.

The submitted information indicates that all mature trees within and immediately adjacent to driveway
will remain, and no tree removals are included in this review. If any trees must be removed to
accommodate the proposal, the City of Takoma Park’s arborist must first assess the trees and a revised
HAWP application must be submitted to the HPC for review and approval. Due to the potential impact to
mature trees, staff recommends a condition of approval, stipulating that the applicants must adhere to a
tree protection plan, which will be prepared by a certified arborist and submitted to HPC staff for review.

Staff notes that, because the Commission reviews any potential impact to mature trees with a high degree
of scrutiny, they may find that this application is incomplete in lieu of additional information regarding
tree removal/impact. Staff contacted the City of Takoma Park’s Tree Commission to inquire whether they
are aware of this proposal and whether the City will also require a tree protection plan, but, as of this
writing, no response has been received.

After full and fair consideration of the applicant’s submission staff finds the proposal as modified by the
condition as being consistent with the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-(b) [ and 2, having found the
proposal is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Takoma Park
Historic District Guidelines outlined above.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with the conditions specified on Circle 1 the HAWP
application under the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b), (1), (2) & (d) having found that the
proposal is consistent with the Takoma Park Historic District Guidelines, and therefore will not
substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the
district and the purposes of Chapter 24A;

and with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable, to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or
michael.kvne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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Z. SIYEPLAN
Site and envirenmenta! setting. drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plen must inchide:
8 the scale, north arrow, and date;
b. dimensians of akt existing and proposed structures; and

¢. site foatures such as wafkways, driveways, fences, ponds, strrams, trash dumpsters, machanical equipment, &nd landscaping.

3. P D A
h( ubmrt 2 copies ot plans and elevations in a forrmat no | than 11" x 17~ Planson 8 172" x 11° r

o Schemstic construction pians, with marked dimansions, indicating location, size and general typs of walls, window and dosr opanings, and ather
fixed features of both the existing resouscels) and the propased work,

b. Elevations {facades], with marked dimensions, cleary indicating prapused wark in ralation to existing construction and, when IPPIOplinte, contaxt
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£ M [ 1

Generad description of materials and manufactured items proposed for incoporation in the work of tha project. This information may ba inciudad on your
design drawings.

5. PHOTQGRAPHS

3. Clearly Inbeled phatographic prints of each facade of Bxisting resource, including details of the afected portions. A [abels should be placed on the
front of phatographs,

b. Clearly label photographic prints of the resaurce as viewed from the public right-of-way and of the sdjoining properties. Al lsbels should be placed on
the front of photographs.
& TREE SURVEY

H you are proposing construction adiscent ta or within the dripline of any tres 6" of larger in diameter {at approximately 4 feet above tha ground}, you
mus? file an accurate tres survey identifying the size, location, and species of each tree of at feast that dimsnsion.

7. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNERS
For ALL projacts, provide an accurate list of sdjncant and confronting property owners (not tanants), including names, addvesses, and zip codas. This st

dwddindudaﬂmuwmufaihunrpmmchadfoiamepum in question, 35 wel a8 the owneris) of lot{s} or parcel{s} which fia directly across
the streethighway from tha parced in quastion,

PLEASE PRINT (IN BELE OR BLACK INK] OA TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE. AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPIED BIRECTLY GNTO MAILING LABELS.
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Allegro

DESCRIPTION: Paver
TEXTURE: Undulated and aged

Q@ % e P N

PALLET OVERVIEW Specifications per pallet  imperial Metric
D@DD DDD Cubing 129.80 ft? 12.06 m?
r—]@ ‘-]@S[g] Weight 3666 Ibs 1637 kg
[ > ){_ r‘]i:j Number of rows 11

Coverage per row 11.80 ft2/row 1.10 me/row

LLDJCDF

26.64 lin. fi/row 8.12 lin. m/row

Linear coverage per row
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Dnnonnnnn

@@[T_H L ]Ej! B l Unit dimensions in mm Unilts /pallet
Height 23/s 60 99 units
APPLICATIONS Depth 5%/ 135
h n
Pedestrian or light vehicular traffic, residential Length 4 H/ig 119
driveways, patios and swimming pool decks.
The Allegro paver allows for gentle curves Height 23/ &0 88 units
and winding pathways eliminating the need Depth 5 5/4g 135
for cuts. Length 61/ 170
NOTES
See page 150 for more technical information. Meight 23/ 60 154 units
bepth  5%/¢ 135
Length 7B/ 198
Height 23/ 60 132 units
Depth 55/ 135
Length O3/ 238
01 | Linear pattern
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sandlewood champtain grey harvest gold chestmut brown autumn red




Pure

DESCRIPTION : Paver TEXTURE : Beveled

Specifications per pallet Imperial Metric
PALLET OVERVIEW P pere
A Cubing 90 ft2 8.36m?
i I
gi_n-._ w b }E - Weight 3175 bs 1440kg
; B i :'J? Number of rows 8
- Coverage per row 11.25 ft2 105 m?
H
- Linear coverage per row 15 1in. ft 457 lin.m
| Percent of surface opening 509%
Joint Width 3/g" 10 mm
Unit dimensions in mm Units /pallet
) - Height 3Y/& 80 40 units
The use of permeable pavement systems Depth g 200
throughout the world has proven effective Length g 259
in reducing storm water runoff while
increasing infitiration rates as it returns
the water o the environment. The use of
permeable pavers also facilitates LEED® Height 33 80 40 units
certification easier to obtain. Depth 9 229
NOTES Length 12 305
See page 87 1o 93 for more
technical information. beight 3% 20 40 units
Depth 9 229
Length 15 381

01| Lingar pattern
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Patterns are tor design insgrration enty. The installer is respensibla
1o calculate & purchase the correct amount of material
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Villagio

DESCRIPTION: Paver TEXTURE : Baveled

PALLET OVERVIEW _

The Villagio paver allows for gentle curves
and winding pathways, eliminating the
need for cuts.

NOTES

* Colors only available in half-pafiets.

See page 48 to page 51 for more
technical information.

When used in a permeable pavement
application, see page 85 to 91 for more
technical information.

02 | Modified
01 | Linear pat'tem Herr:ngbone pattern
I1T T 1T 7T T 7 l' L

I T IFTTT TTLY
I IT T 1T T TT{ T

03 | Modified 04 | Modified
Herringbone pattern ~ Herringbone pattern
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Patterns are for designinspiration only. The instalier Is responsible
to calculate & purchase tha correct amount of material.
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sandewood shake prey mojave beige

thamplal grey harvestgold  chestnat browm onchlack®  chocolats brown®

Specifications per pallet Imperial Metric
Cubing FULL PALLET 117 ft2 10.88 m?
*HALF-PALLET 53, 18 ft2 494 m?
Weight FUILL PALLET 1331kg
- _ *HALF-PALLET 1 390 I_bs 630 kg
MNumber of rows FULL PALLET 1]_
*HALF- PALLET 5
Coverage perrow 10, 64 f‘t"- _095m*
Linear coverage per row 24. 94 Im ft 761 lln m
Void space 80%
Jolnt__DEE‘_c_fl_“ o ¥eto%" 9::0 15mm
) Unit dimensions in mm _qan/pﬂEE
. Height 23/ 60 77 units
Depth 5/ 130
Length 53s 130
Height 2% 60 77 units
Depth 5l 120
Length 6546 160
T Yeght 2% B0 154 units
Depth 5l 130
Length 7 5/15 185
o Height 2% 80 154 units
Depth  5%/a 130
Length 8% 215
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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PHOTOS OF EXISTING PAVER DRIVEWAYS IN
TAKOMA PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT
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#7319 Piney Branch Rd -

#7333 Piney Branch Rd -
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#7105 Cedar Ave -

Cedar Ave -




#7209 Cedar Ave -
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Owner’s mailing address

HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Mackiy Lowery ¥ Ry Skufugaard,
Gl Philadelphia Ave

Tokoma Fark MD 20417

Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

o+ ﬂni[aé‘-&lp\mh Ave

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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Chery Sloan
6l Pht‘[a&-&\?\/\(‘q Pye.
Taloma Parle WD 20912

James Poovrnett
G\ P"\f\m&ﬂlp\o\t‘ﬁ Rue
Tokcoma Pewre WID 20912

Po\melo\ Lca'l'ke. % R le)(amQ‘p.r Crontn
60 Philadelphia Ave
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