HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAEFF REPORT

Address: 7401 Piney Branch Rd., Takoma Park Meeting Date: 10/25/17

Resource: Non-Contributing Resource Report Date: 10/18/17
Takema Park Historic District

Review: HAWP Public Notice: 10/11/17

Case Number: 37/03-17RRR Tax Credit: None

Applicant: Robert Johnston Staff: Dan Bruechert

Proposal: Roof Solar Installation

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE:  Non-Contributing resource to the Brookeville Historic District
STYLE: Colonial Revival w/ Craftsman elements

DATE: ¢.1940s

The subject property is a symmetrical, side-gable, Colonial Revival house, three bays wide, with
asbestos shingle siding, and one over windows. The gable roof has a central shed dormer and is
covered in architectural shingles. There is a one-story porch to the right side with a hipped roof.
The house has a two-story rear ell which appears to be a later addition, due to its cladding, and
has a one-story addition off of the ell. Neither rear addition is visible from the public right-of-
way.

PROPOSAL:
The applicant is proposing to install twenty-four (24) solar panels on the roof.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and additions for new construction to Contributing Resources within
the Takoma Park Historic District, decisions are guided by the Takoma Park Historic District
Design Guidelines (Design Guidelines) and Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter
24A).

Takoma Park Historic District Design Guidelines
There are two very general, broad planning and design concepts which apply to all categories.
These are:

The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are at all visible from the
public right-of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the
majority of new additions will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and, :



The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to
reinforce and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than
to impair the character of the district.

Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources should receive the most lenient level of design
review. Most alterations and additions to Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources should be
approved as a matter of course., The only exceptions would be major additions and alterations to
the scale and massing of Non-Contributing/Out-of-Period Resources which affect the
surrounding strectscape and/or landscape and could impair character of the district as a whole.

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation

(1)  The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or
historic resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of
this chapter; or

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant proposes to install twenty-four (24) roof-mounted solar panels. All panels are to
be installed behind the roof ridgeline. Because of the siting of the house, most of the panels will
not be visible from the public right-of-way; the ten (10) panels on the ell roof may be visible
from a limited angle.

Staff typically request details regarding the mounting systems and the panels themselves, with a
preference for black hardware and black panel frames. However, because this is an out-of-period
resource and the installation will only be visible from a narrow angle from the public right-of-
way, Staff did not feel that this was necessary. Staff has reached out to the applicant for these
specifications, however, those materials were not submitted prior to the deadline for this Staff
report. Staff will update the HPC with any additional information as it is received. The HPC
may determine that matte black frames and hardware are necessary to minimize the impact of the
array on the district and may condition approval on the use of these materials. Per the
Guidelines, the proposed change does not alter the scale and massing of the building nor will it
impact the character of the district as a whole. The placement of these solar panels is done so
that they will have a minimal impact on the surrounding district (per 24A-8(b)(2)) and Staff
supports its approval.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the IAWP application; and with the general
condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3 permit
sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for permits (if
applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS)
permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at
240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks following
completion of work.
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301/563-3400
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE COMPLEYED AND THE
REGUIRED DOCUMENTS MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION.

1. WRITTEN DESCAIFTION GF PRGJECT

8. Descrintion of axisting structure{s} and snvironmental setting, including thair historicat features and significance:
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b. General description of project and its effact op the hi ic resourcas), the snvironmantal setting, whera applicable, the historic district
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Z SITEPLAN
Site and envirenmental setting, drawn to scale. You may use your plat. Your site plan miest inciude:
& the scale, north amow, and date;
b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

£, site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and Iandscaping.

3. PLANS AND ELEVATIONS

You mu it 2 copies of plans and elevations in # format no lasger than 1% x 17* Pians on 8 1/2"x 11* i

& Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensions, indicating kocation, size and general type of walls, window and door openings, and other
fixed features of both the existing resourcefs) and the oroposed work.

b, Elevations (facedes), with marked dimensians, clearly indicating proposed work in relation to sxisting construction and, whan sppropriaty, context
All matsrisls and fixtures proposed for the axteriar must ba nated on the elavations drawings. An existing and & proposed slavetion drawing of each
fagads affected by the proposed work is required.

=
4. MATERIALS SPECIFICAT]

Genera! description of materials and manufactured ftems proposed for incorporation in the work of the grojact. This information mey be inciudad on your
design drawmngs.

5. PHOTOGRAPHS

. Clearly labeled photographic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected partions. All labels shouid ba placed on the
front of photographs.

b. Claarly Isbel photographic prints of the resource as viewed from the public right-of-way snd of the adjoining proparties. All sbels should ba placed on
the front of photographs.

€. TREE SURVEY

t you are prapasing construction adiszent to ar within the dripfine of any tree &” or larger in diameter {at approximatsty.4 feat above the ground), you
must file an accurate tree survey identifying the size, location, and species of each tree of at least that dimansion.

7. ADDRESSES OF ADJACENT AND CONFRONTING PROPERTY OWNERS

Far ALL projects, provide an accurate fist of adiacent and corfronting property owners (not tenants), including names, addressas, and ip codss. This list

should include the cwners of aftots or parcefs which adjoin tha parcel in question, as well as the owner{s) of lotis} ar parcel{s} which lie diractly across
the street/highway from the parcei in quastion.

PLEASE PRINT {IN 8LUE OR BLACK INK) OR TYPE THS INFORMATION OK THE FOLLOWING PAGE. @
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE YEMPLATE. AS THIS WILL, BE PHOTOCOPIED CIAECTLY ONTO MAILING LABELS.



HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .

Owner’s mailing address
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