MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

Address: 5810 Connecticut Ave., Chevy Chase Meeting Date:  07/26/17

Resource: Outstanding Resource Report Date: 07/19/17
Chevy Chase Village Historic District

Applicant: Dean & Tracy D’ Angelo Public Notice:  07/12/17
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: Partial

Case Number: 35/13-17X Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Alterations to Accessory Structure

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission approve the HAWP application.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource to the Chevy Chase Village Historic District
STYLE: Mediterranean Revival

DATE: c.1910-20

The subject property 1s a two-story, five bays wide, with a pyramidal tile roof, and
Mediterranean Revival details.

To the right rear of the house is a two-story, brick garage with a pyramidal tile roof matching the
details of the historic house. The garage has been significantly altered over the years with a
number of openings bricked-in, including the centrally located garage doors, and several
openings on secondary elevations.

PROPOSAL

The applicant is proposing to rehabilitate the garage by removing the central brick pier in the
north elevation and install a compatible vehicular door. There are two bricked-in openings on
the east elevation and the applicants would like to install a compatibly designed window and
door. Bathroom vents will be installed on two of the elevations as part of this rehabilitation.

No work is proposed on the historic house as part of this HAWP.
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Chevy Chase Village Historic
District several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing
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their decision. These documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the
approved and adopted amendment for the Chevy Chase Village Historic District (District
Guidelines), Montgomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter 244), and the Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these
documents is outlined below.

Chevy Chase Village Historic District Guidelines
The Guidelines break down specific projects into three levels of review - Lenient, Moderate and
Strict Scrutiny.

“Lenient Scrutiny” means that the emphasis of the review should be on issues of general
massing and scale, and compatibility with the surrounding streetscape, and should allow for a
very liberal interpretation of preservation rules. Most changes should be permitted unless there
are major problems with massing, scale or compatibility.

“Moderate Scrutiny” involves a higher standard of review than “lenient scrutiny.” Besides
issues of massing, scale and compatibility, preserving the integrity of the resource is taken into
account. Alterations should be designed so that the altered structure still contributes to the
district. Use of compatible new materials, rather than the original building materials, should be
permitted. Planned changes should be compatible with the structure’s existing design, but
should not be required to replicate its architectural style.

“Strict Serutiny” means that the planned changes should be reviewed to insure that the integrity
of the significant exterior architectural or landscaping features and details is not compromised.
However, strict scrutiny should not be “strict in theory but fatal in fact” i.e. it does not mean that
there can be no changes but simply that the proposed changes should be reviewed with extra
care.

HAWP applications for exterior alterations, changes, and/or additions to non-contributing/out-of-
period resources should receive the most lenient level of review. Most alterations and additions
should be approved as a matter of course. The only exceptions would be major additions and
alterations to the scale and massing of the structure, which affect the surrounding streetscape
and/or landscape and could impair the character of the district as a whole.

o Doors should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are visible from the public right-of-way,
lenient scrutiny if they are not.

o Garages and gccessory buildings which are detached from the main house should be subject
to lenient scrutiny but should be compatible with the main building. If an existing garage or
accessory building has any common walls with, or attachment to, the main residence, then
any addition to the garage or accessory building should be subject to review in accordance
with the Guidelines applicable to “major additions.” Any proposed garage or accessory
building which is to have a common wall with or major attachment to the main residence
should also be reviewed in accordance with the Guidelines applicable to “major additions.”

o Gutters are not currently subject to review and should not be reviewed.

o Windows (including window replacement) should be subject to moderate scrutiny if they are
visible from the public right-of-way, lenient scrutiny if they are not. Addition of compatible
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exterior storm windows should be encouraged, whether visible from the public-right-of-way
or not. Vinyl and aluminum windows (other than storm windows) should be discouraged.

* The Guidelines state five basic policies that should be adhered to, including:

o Preserving the integrity of the Chevy Chase Village Historic District. Any alterations
should, at a minimum, perpetuate the ability to perceive the sense of time and place
portrayed by the district.

o Preserving the itegnty of contributing structures. Alterations to should be designed
1n such a way that the altered structure still contributes to the district.

© Maintaining the variety of architectural styles and the tradition of architectural
excellence.

o Design review emphasis should be restricted to changes that will be visible from the
front or side public right-of-way, or that would be visible in the absence of vegetation
or landscaping.

o Alterations to the portion of a property that are not visible from the public-right-of-
way should be subject to a very lenient review. Most changes to the rear of the
properties should be approved as a matter of course.

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 244 Historic Resources Preservation
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:
(1)  The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or
historic resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical,
archeological, architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in
which an historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the
achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or
(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or
private utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district
in a manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value
of the historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

STAFF DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to rehabilitate the detached garage on the site. Work proposed will
occur on every elevation of the building. On the south and west, the applicant proposed to install
bath exhaust. The applicant proposes to open a bricked-in opening on the East elevation and
install a compatible window. Lastly, the applicant proposes to remove the brick piers on the
north elevation and remove the block in-fill on the north elevation and install a traditionally
designed, half-lite garage door system in its place. This proposal is compatible with the adopted
guidance and Staff supports its approval.

South and West Elevations

On the west elevation, the applicant is proposing to install an exhaust vent on the first floor. On
the south elevation, the applicant is proposing a bathroom vent on the second floor. Both of
these alterations are on secondary elevations of a detached garage and are to be reviewed under
lenient scrutiny. These changes are necessary for the building’s interior rehabilitation and will
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have a minor impact on the exterior character of the building and should be approved.

East Elevation

Work proposed for the east elevation consists of removing a non-historic first floor door and
removing the in-fill for a first-floor window. The applicant will install a compatibly-designed
full-lite glass and wood door and six-over-one true divided lite wood window that matches the
design and configuration of the other windows on the elevation. As this is proposed for a
secondary elevation to a detached garage, this proposal is to be reviewed under lenient scrutiny.
This work will all be completed within the historic garage openings and are an improvement in
appearance and should be approved.

North Elevation

The historic garage door openings on the north elevation were blocked-in and a central pier and
door was added. The applicant is proposing to remove the pier, door, and block infill and install
half-lite wood and glass garage doors. Garages and accessory structures that are do not share a
party wall with the historic house are to be reviewed under lenient scrutiny.

This proposed work will reintroduce a door that is consistent with the character of an early 20"
century carriage house/garage. The detailing is in keeping with the character of both the historic
house and the garage and is compatible with both 24A-8(b)(2) and the District Guidelines.
Addrtionally, the use of wood and glass are historically appropriate materials and Staff supports
approval of this proposed work.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application; and with the general
condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3 permit
sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for permits (if
applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS)
permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at
240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks following
completion of work.




February 21, 2008
Case Number: WSCCR (¢7A-OLN-(2 Location: Olaney

Speaker: Mary Steele Williams
Representing: First Baptist Church of Wheaton
Dear Chairman Hanson and Commissioners Cryor and Robinson:

My name is Mary Steele Williams; I am a member of the First Baptist Church of
Wheaton (FBCW) and a co-Chair of the committee charged with oversight of the building
project on the property the church owns at 3110 Emory Church Road. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you today and to ask you to recommend approval for our application
for water and sewer category change.

My last communication with you was by email on May 12 of last year, regarding the
133% increase in transportation impact taxes then being proposed by staff for places of worship.
[ want to thank you for instead recommending to the County Council no additional increase for
places of worship. In my email, I asked you to consider carefully the high value to the
community of places of worship and the benefits they offer to society by striving lo develop the
spiritual and emotional health of individuals and families. Thank you for upholding these values
and benefits in your recommendation to the County Council. In my email, I noted that many
county citizens feel that Montgomery County is indeed hostile toward places of worship and will
pursue all means possible to ensure that they do not locate within the county. Thank vou for
publicly responding to that commonly-heard criticism by recommending to County Council a
course of reason and integrity. I come to you today to point out to you that staff has again made
a recommendation that would devastate a place of worship - by suggesting that approval for
sewer category change at our new property be conditional on limiting imperviousness to 9%
despite the fact that this limit is required neither by the Olney master plan nor by the PIF
policies. Ms. Cryor and gentlemen, you have the opportunity again today to recommend a
course of reason and integrity.

I think many of us can remember a time when communities included, by design,
gathering places for learning, worship, and socializing. I grew up in such a community. By
design, my quiet little neighborhood of narrow streets and no curbs included institutions in

among the homes ~ a small women’s club, several churches, and my elementary school — all
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b. Gersral description of proj its on the histors 3], the enviconsgental satting. and, whaee applicable, the histork: district
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SITE PLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale. You mey use your plat. Your sits plen must include:
& the scale, north arow, and date;

b, dimensions of at existing and proposed structures; and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanica! equipment, end landscaping.

& Schematic cosstraction plass, with marked dimensions, indicating location, size and general type of walls, window and door opanings, and athar
fixed featuras of bath tha existing resourcefs) and the proposed work,

b. Elevatians (facades), with marked dimensians; clearly indicating proposed work in refation to existing construction and, when appropriate, sontmet.
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facade affected by the proposed work is mquired,

MATERIALS SPECIFIGATICNS

Genersi description of matsials and manufactured items prapesed for incorporation in the work of the project, This irformation may be inciuded on your
design drawings.

PHOTOGRAPHS

2, Clearly labeled phatographic prints of each facada of existing resource, including details of the affectsd portions. A labelt shoukf ba piaced on the
front of photographs.

b. Clenrivlabaiphutngr_aphicprim:ﬂmrmmuﬁmmmm#ﬁmwufﬁwl@mmuhhhmuwm
the front-of photographs.

IREE SURVEY

1 you are proposing construction adiscent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or Farger in dizmatar [t approximataly 4 fest shove the ground), you
must file an accurats tres survey idantitying the size, location, and species of each tres of at jeast that dimension,
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the street/Mighway from the parcel in quastion. ‘

PLEASE PHINT (1N BLUE OR BLACK 1NK} OR YYPE THIZ INFORMATION OM THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE FHOTOCOPIED DIRECTLY ONTO MAJLING LABELS.



5810 Connecticut Avenue, Chevv Chase
7.517

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT
a. Description of existing structure and environmental setting, including
their historical features and significance:

The property at 5810 Connecticut Avenue is a two-story brick residence in a
Meditierranean Revival style. The house was built between 1916-1927 and is
considered an “Outstanding” resourse within the Chevy Chase Historic District.
At the rear of the property is a two-story garage in the same style. The two
structures share common materials, including terra~cotia roof tiles, similar rim
details and windows.

The project involves only work on the garage.

The garage has always been a two-story structure. The garage has historically
had a number of uses, originally as a garage plus servant’s quarters. At one
point, the house was owned by a foreign country and used as the ambassador’s
residence, and the second floor was used as office space. Most recently, the
upper level served as painting studio space for the previous owner of the house.

It is currently in a serious state of distepair on the interior and is used for
storage.

The garage sits in the southwest corner, at the end of a driveway that connects to
West Irving Street. [t is also accessed from a patio on the east side of the
garage.

The original structure had a garage door to the north, towards the driveway, and
an assortment of windows at the lower and upper levels. Currently, the original
garage has been extended onto the driveway with a non-compatible extension
including brick piers and a small roof extension. The garage door openings are
filled in with painted plywood, with one pierced by a swinging, paneled door.
Other openings in the building have been altered over time, including the filling in
of windows on the east and west elevations.

b. General Description of project and its efiect on the histotic resources,
the environmental setting, and, where applicable, the historic district:
The project consists mainly of the interior renovation of the existing two-story
garage for use as storage, an exercise room, and an upper level family room.

On the exterior, the following changes are proposed. Note: only the north
glevation is visible from the public street.



North Elevation: The added brick piers will be removed and the original garage
door opening width and height will be made visible. into this opening will be
placed five panelled and glass garage doors, restoring a more traditional
appearance of a garage.

East Elevation: Open up a bricked-in opening and add a compatible window.
Replace the existing door with a new one.

South Elevation: Add bath exhaust vent at Second Floor.
West Elevation: Add bath exhaust vent at First Floor.

The changes will have minimal impact on the environment around the garage, or
the property. The most public view of the garage is from West Irving Street,
looking up the driveway.

As a result of the work, a non-compatible revision to the garage door opening wil
be removed. The goal of the proposed design is to restore the garage door
opening to something more compatible with what it might have originally looked
like, using large wood panel and glass doors.
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Detail:  @arage rear (south)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .
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