MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT

Address: 3537 Spencerville Rd., Burtonsville Meeting Date: 02/08/17
Resource: LIBERTY GROVE METHODIST CHURCH Report Date: 02/01/17

Master Plan Site
Applicant: Walter Sadler Public Notice: 01/25/17
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a
Case Number: 34/02-17A Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Ramp, stair, entrance replacement and window changes

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission approve with three (3) conditions the
HAWP application:
¢ Window details for the new bathrooms and sanctuary space will be submitted, with final
review and approval delegated to staff;
s Door details will be submitted, with final review and approval delegated to staff; and
Wood column details will be submitted, with final review and approval delegated to staff.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan for Historic Preservation Site (Liberty Grove Church)
STYLE: Traditional
DATE: c. 1863 with later additions

Excerpted from Places from the Past:
34/2  Liberty Grove Methodist Church (c1863; 1921) 3537 Spencerville Road

Liberty Grove Church represents the evolution of a rural community church. Methodist farm families in
the Spencerville area first met at Frog Pond School, a log building named for a nearby marsh. The
congregation acquired land and, in 1863, engaged Chatlie Richter to build a frame church. Nicknamed
Frog Pond Church, the original building was a front gable structure with center entrance flanked by
double sash windows. After a fire damaged the church in 1900, it was rebuilt. In 1921, the distinctive
bell tower with vestibule was added. A rear wing was built in 1927. Twenty years later, the still
expanding congregation built a new church across the road. The historic church was then used for
Sunday School classes. Currently the building houses commercial offices.

The core of the historic church bay is a front gable, two-bay by three-bay, one-and-a-half story building,
The church was historically wood clad, but is now covered by vinyl siding. A three-story bell tower with
a pyramidal roof was added to the north elevation. At the primary elevation, a large lancet window has
been partially blocked in with a plywood insert in the arch and tripled casement windows below. A small,
non-historic portico covers the front entrance, which is accessed by several degrading concrete steps. The
church roof is covered in asphalt shingles. Most of the windows found throughout the church and its later
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addition are six over-six-sash windows. Documentation provided is not sufficient to effectively evaluate
the materials and condition.

A two-story, rectangular cinderblock addition was constructed to the southwest of the church sometime in
the 1970s.

PROPOSAL
The proposal calls for the installation of an accessibility ramp at the front of the church and new door,
stairs and porch to make the church building accessible.

The plan will construct a cement and block ramp in front of the sanctuary space that will provide access
through the front door. The railing for the ramp and the front stairs will be painted steel with }2” (one-
half inch) balusters at 4” (four inch) increments. The porch will be painted white to blend in with the
church building, while the balusters will be painted black.

The porch will be enlarged to accommodate the necessary turning radius for a wheelchair and the non-
historic doors will be replaced with ADA conforming doors.

Along with the new ramp and enlarged porch, the non-historic aluminum porch supports will be replaced
by wood columns and the contemporary hollow-core front doors will be replaced with ADA compliant
front doors.

In addition to the changes to the entrance, the following changes will also be made:
e The lancet window opening will be exposed by removing the plywood cover and casement
windows and a stained-glass window will be installed.
» Two one-over-one windows will be installed on the south side of the historic church building.
Three six-over six windows behind the pulpit in the sanctuary space will be removed and
replaced.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES
Montgomery County Code, Chapter 244 Historic Resources Preservation

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this
chapter, if it finds that:

(1) the proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2) The propesal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is
located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
1. A Property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change
to its distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial relationships.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that characterize a property will
be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use. Changes that
create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements
from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.
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4. Changes to a property that has acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained
and preserved.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means
possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

8. Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be
disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials,
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be
differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that,
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

STAFF DISCUSSION

This site is a simple and plain vernacular rural county church in a greatly altered, developed context. The
current proposal will allow a new congregation to move into this historic church building. Given the
nature of the context and previous alterations to the site, staff welcomes this proposal that will support the
reuse of this building consistent with its original use (Secretary of the Interior’s Standard #1) and will
support the purposes of the Historic Preservation Chapter of the County Code.

Entrance:

Typically, it is preferable to place an accessibility ramp in a less conspicuous location than in front of the
primary fagade of the building. This is especially the case when the building is as small and simply
detailed as this one. However, after a discussion with the applicant and a site visit, Staff has determined
that the current proposal is the best placement for a ramp. A ramp that extends to the left of the front
entrance would project well beyond the building envelop and result in a new feature that would detract
from historic core of the church building and a loss in historic character (Standard 2). Using the rear of
the building as a primary means of egress would require paving the gravel parking lot and introducing and
interior lift.

The front porch, which is not historic, will need to be enlarged to meet the applicant’s needs to make the
front entrance of the building accessible. As this element is not historic its removal and replacement is an
appropriate treatment that will not result in the loss of historic fabric or character. The supports for the
portico will need to be removed as part of this replacement and the applicant is proposing wood columns
to support the portico. Staff is supportive of the removing the non-historic supports; however, the Staff
does not feel it has the level of detail necessary to make a determination on the appropriateness of the
replacements. Staff recommends that the Commission adopt a condition delegating to staff final review

and approval authority for the columns.
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The front doors are not historic, in poor condition, and are not accessible. Their removal will not result in
a loss of historic material or character. The proposal calls for replacing the doors with a pair of full lite
doors that will provide the desired accessibility. There were no material specifications provided with the
door replacement proposal nor with the door schedule in the provided drawings. While there is not
sufficient documentation to identify specific design of the historic doors, a vernacular designed church
from the late 19" century would have had solid wooden doors. Because full lite doors can result in an
appearance that is either too residential or too commercial, Staff encourages the HPC to condition any
decision to include more extensive details for replacement doors, delegating to staff final review and
approval authority.

Lancet Window:

The lancet window was removed and covered prior to the designation of the historic church building. The
proposal to uncover and install a stained-glass window in its place will only enhance the historic character
of the church building and will uncover a character defining feature of the building. The applicant has
indicated that the window frame is still in place and will be utilized with new glass in its location. Staff
encourages this change. Details of the replacement window were not included in the application. Staff
recommends that the Commission delegate to staff final review and approval authority for the
replacement window.

Bathroom Windows:

Two new window openings will be installed along the south fagade of the church near the obscured
historic opening. These small windows (2 x5°7”) are on a secondary elevation and will have a minimal
impact on the historic core of the church. Staff has not been able to fully evaluate the proposal windows,
as the proposed window model does not appear on the company website. As the remainder of the
windows in the building appear to be wood, Staff recommends that wood or wood-clad windows be used.
Staff recommends that the Commission approve a condition delegating to staff final review and approval
authority for the replacement windows.

Windows in the Sanctuary:

The rear of the sanctuary space will have three windows replaced behind the pulpit. Much like the
windows proposed for the bathrooms, the details are not sufficient for Staff to fully evaluate the proposal.
However, Staff believes that these windows can be replaced, provided the replacement is an appropriately
detailed wood or wood clad window. Staff recommends that the Commission approve a condition
delegating to staff final review and approval authority for the replacement windows.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends that the Commission approve with the three (3) condition the HAWP application:
e  Window details for the new bathrooms and sanctuary space will be submitted, with final
review and approval delegated to staff;
« Door details will be submitted, with final review and approval delegated to staff; and
e  Wood column details will be submitted, with final review and approval delegated to staff.

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will
present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for
permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services
(DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at
240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks following completion of
work.
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (dupticate as nesded)
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November 30, 2016

Cost Breakdown for Interior Tenant Alterations

Project Name:
Southern Bethany Baptist Church

Project Address:
3537 Spencerville Road
Burtonsville, MD 20866

Estimated Cost of Construction:
$95,000

Cost Breakdown:

Item Cost (Materlal and Labor)
Demolition $ 2,500
Interior Partitions $ 17,500
Concrete S 15,000
Doors & Hardware $ 8,000
Finishes $12,000
Misc. Metal $ 5,000
Electrical $ 11,666
Plumbing $11,666
Mechanical 511,668
Total: $ 95,000

ORGAN GICK McSEATH & ASSOOIATES e 131 Greal Falia Street Falis Church, VA 22045 {ok 703.638.7900  fax: 7035387112 morgargick.com
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