MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT

Address: 8313 Tomlinson Ave., Bethesda Meeting Date:  03/08/17
Applicant: Floyd Haynes Report Date: 03/01/17
Resource: Master Plan Site #35/18 Public Notice:  02/22/17

John & Roberta Lynch House
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a
Case Number: 35/17-17A : Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Fence Installation
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval of this HAWP application.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan Site #35/18 — John & Roberta Lynch House
STYLE: Gothic/Greek Revival

DATE: ¢.1877 with c. 1906 and 1987 and 2012 additions.

Excerpt from Places in the Past:

In 1887, John W. Lynch, a blacksmith, purchased three acres near his birthplace. He and his wife Roberta
soon built this modest frame house. Typical of folk styling in this period, the house combines disparate
architectural styles. The wide frieze and heavy cornice returns are late Greek Revival influence, while the
steeply pitched center cross gable is a Gothic Revival variation. The Lynch blacksmith shop was located
on the property. At one time earning extra money by boarding teachers who worked at an adjacent
schoolhouse, the Lynch family lived here for over a century. Threatened by demolition in 1986, the house
was moved 75 feet from Persimmon Tree Road to its Tomlinson Avenue site. Side and rear additions
succeed a ¢.1906 rear addition.

PROPOSAL:

The applicant is proposing construct a 7° (seven foot) tall fence at the rear of the property boundary to
replace the dilapidated plywood fence.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:

When reviewing alterations and new construction to a Master Plan site several documents are to be
utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These documents include



Montgomery County Code chapter 244 (Chapter 244) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation (Standards) and can be guided by the details in the Design Guidelines for Historic Sites and
Districts in Montgomery County, Maryland (Design Guidelines). The pertinent information in these
documents is outlined below.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 244
e A HAWP permit should be issued if the Commission finds that:

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of a historic site or historic resource
within a historic district.

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical archaeological, architectural
or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which a historic resource is located
and would not be detrimental thereto of to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that,
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its
environment would be unimpaired.

Design Guidelines for Historic Sites and Districts in Montgomery County, Maryland



12.0 FENCES & S1TE WAaLLSs
Fences and site walls may be appropuiate for histogic
properties. A fence should have a relatively transparent
chinracter to allow views into yards, while a site wall shonld
be low in height and step to follow a site’s topography.
Both fences and site walls should maintain the wiswal
character of the historic setting.

Where histodc fences and site walls survive, they should
be preserved The height and design of a replacesrent
fence or wall should be in character with those nsed
traditionally. A new fence oc site-wall may be appropsiate,
but it is important that it relate to the principad structure
on the lot.

Design Objective

A fence, gate or site wall should be in
characrer with those used traditionally and
relate to the principal structure on a lot.

12.1 Preserve original fences, gates and site walls.

+  Replace only those portions that are deteriorated.
Anyreplacement matecials shonld match the ariginal
in color, texture, size and fAnish.

« Tt is recommended that a histodc wood fence o
gate should be protected against the weather with
paint o stain.

. Where no fence exists, keeping the vard open may
bbe the best approach for a front yard

12.2 Where a new fence, gate or site wall is needed,
it should be similar in character 1o those scen
historically.

« A new fence or site wall that defines a front yard
or a side yard on a cocner lot is wsually low to the
gfound_

- A new fence or gate shonld be “transparent” in
nature, such as picket.

. Sold privacy fences, forward of the rear plane of a
house, are discouraged.

«  Thedesign and matecials of a new feace, gate oz site
wall shoutd be similar to those uzed historically.

+  Chain Lnk, plastic, fibegglass, rebar, plywood and
mesh “constriction” fences are inappropriate.

STAFF DISCUSSION

I-E

12.4 Sideand rearyard fences, gates, andsitewalls behind
the rear plane of the building should be no greater
than 6'6” in height,

. Consider a gradual increasein fence height from the
front side yacd to rear side yard.

Rear plane
of building

~

Guidelines 12.3 o 12,41 A front yard fence shoild be loss then +'
i baphr while rear and side yard finces (bebind the vear plan: of rbe
butlding) sbowld be 66" or Rus.

The current proposal is for the replacement of the fence at the rear property boundary that is in a significant
state of disrepair. 8313 Tomlinson Ave. was moved from its historic location on Persimmon Tree Rd. to
its current location on Tomlinson Ave. This move changed the setting of the house from its historic
location, to a site that backs up to [-495. It is likely due to the traffic noise associated with the Beltway that
led previous homeowners to install the 8’ (eight foot) tall plywood fence at the rear of the property that is
now falling down. The plywood fence is not consistent with historic materials that would have been
employed and its removal will not impact the historic landscape or sefting of the Lynch House, consistent



with Standards 6 and 10. A search of HPC records do not show a HAWP application or approval for the
plywood fence.

The owner is proposing to install 2 7° (seven foot) tall, board and batten, wood fence at the rear of the
property line in the place of the non-historic plywood fence. While fences above 6° 6” (six feet, six
inches) are rarely approved, staff supports the taller fence in this instance for several reasons. First, this
fence will not be visible from any location that will obscure the historic resource. Because of the change in
elevation from the Beltway and the densely-planted trees, cars driving past the resource are unable to see
the Lynch House regardless of the fence. Second, as the Lynch House is an induvial listed Master Plan
site, the impact this fence has on surrounding properties need not be considered. However, because of the
deep setback of the rear lots on Tomlinson Ave., this fence will not impact adjacent properties. Third,
because multiple additions have been made to the rear of the Lynch house, the fence will not impact the
historic core of the Lynch House. Because of these first three reasons the proposal will not have any
jmpact on the historic resource consistent with 24A-8(b)(1). Finally, the unique placement of this house
and added noise created from the beltway are sufficient justifications, in this instance, to allow a slightly
taller fence to minimize the noise created by and the view of the Capital Beltway.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with Chapter
24A-8 and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will
present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for
permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services
(DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at
240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks following completion of
work.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400
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2. SITEPLAN

Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale, You may use your plat. Your sita plan must include:

& the seale, north arraw, and date;
b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures: and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fences, pands, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical squipment, and larwiscaping.

i B ARD A

You muyst submd 2 copies of plans and efevations in & format no larger than 11° x 17* Plans on 8 12 x 11" puper are preferved

8. Schematic construction plens, with marked dimensians, indicating location, size and general type of walls, windew and daor opanings, and ather
Tixed features of both the existing resourcels! and the proposed wack,

b. Elevations (facades), with maorked dimensions; clearly indicating proposed work in refation to existing construction and, when appropriate, context.
AHmawid:mdﬁmnspmpaudfnfﬂwexmiormmmmdonﬁuMmMmMukﬁngmdnmmmmdnwhnfm
facada atfected by the proposed work is required.

4. MAT PEC{FL

General description of matarials and menufsctured Rems proposed for incorporation in the wark of the project. This information may be included on your
design drawings.

5. PH RAP)

2. Clearly fabeled phatagraphic prints of each facade of existing resource, including details of the affected portions. All lahels showld be placed on the
front of photographs.

b, Ctearly inbei photographic prints of the resource s viewsd from the public right-of-way end of the adjoining proparties. Al (aheis should be placed on
the front of photographs,

6. I8EE SURVEY

1 you are proposing construction sdjscent to ar within the dripline of any tree 6 or larger in diameter (at approximatefy.4 feat above the ground), you
must file an accusate tree survey identitying the size, location, and species of each tres of at least that dimansion,

For ALY projects, provide an accurats list of adjacent and confronting property ownars [not tenants), including names, sddresses, and zip codes, This list
shouid include the awners of alf Iots or parcals which adjoin the parcsl in quastion, s well n&mownertslof!ntts)ofparui{sim@lhdhcﬂym
the street/highway fom tha parcel in question.

PLEASE PRINT (IN BLUE OR BLACK INK} OR TYPE THIS INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GLIDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PKOTOCORIED DIRECTLY ONTD MAILING LABELS.



Mr Floyd Haynes
8313 Tomlinson Ave
Bethesda, MD 20817

FENCE TO BE BUILT USING ALL PRESSURE TREATED SOUTHERN YELLOW
PINE LUMBER IN A 7' HIGH BOARD & BATON STYLE IN SAME LOCATION AS
EXISTING 8' HIGH PLYWOOD FENCE.

FENCE TO BE BUILT INSIDE OF PROPERTY LINE,

PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDITONAL QUESTIONS?
REGARDS,

SCOTT B. RUETE

BUILDERS FENCE COMPANY

301-252-1634

SCOTT@BUILDERSFENCECO.COM
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Bethesda, MD 20817

Mr Floyd Haynes
8313 Tomlinson Ave




Mr Floyd Haynes
8313 Tomlinson Ave
Bethesda, MD 20817

126

7' high PT BOARD & BATTEN - CAP BOARD Fencing

JOB SKETCH

—————

Builders Fence Company

44330 Mercure Circle, Suite 140
Dulles, VA 20165

703-820-0957
www-buildersfenceco . com
info@buildersfencecc . com

02/01/2017



Bethesda, MD 20817 |

Mr Floyd Haynes
8313 Tomlinson Ave
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner’s mailing address Owner’s Agent’s mailing address

F loud Haurnes
L\ Tom\Tson Ave
Betusda | ma 20817

Adjacent and confronting Property Owners mailing addresses
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