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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

Address: 4715 Cumberland Ave., Chevy Chase Meeting Date: 212212017

Resource: Contributing Resource Report Date: 2/15/2017

Somerset Historic District
Public Notice: 2/8/2017

Applicant: Josh Bolton
(Daniel Harrison, Agent) Tax Credit: N/A
Review: HAWP Staff; Michael Kyne

Case Number: 35/36-17A

PROPOSAL:  Fence and hardscape alterations

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the HPC approve the HAWP application.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource within the Somerset District
STYLE: Dutch Colonial

DATE: 1924

PROPOSAL

The applicant proposes to relocate the existing sidewalk at the front of the property and a 42* high wood
picket fence at the rear of the property.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Somerset Historic District several documents
are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their decision. These documents
include Montgomery County Code Chapter 244 (Chapter 244), and the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is outlined
below.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8

(a)  The commission shall instruct the director to deny a permit if it finds, based on the evidence and
information presented to or before the commission that the alteration for which the permit is
sought would be inappropriate, inconsistent with or detrimental to the preservation, enhancement
or ultimate protection of the historic site or historic resource within an historic district, and to the
purposes of this chapter.

{b)  The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements

of this chapter, if it finds that:



(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the
purposes of this chapter; or

(3) The proposal would enhance or aid in the protection, preservation and public or private
utilization of the historic site or historic resource located within an historic district in a
manner compatible with the historical, archeological, architectural or cultural value of the
historic site or historic district in which an historic resource is located; or

{4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or

(5) The proposal is necessary in order that the owner of the subject property not be deprived of
reasonable use of the property or suffer undue hardship; or

(6) In balancing the interests of the public in preserving the historic site or historic resource
located within an historic district, with the interests of the public from the use and benefit
of the alternative proposal, the general public welfare is better served by granting the
permit.

(¢) Ttis not the intent of this chapter to limit new construction, alteration or repairs to any 1 period or
architectural style.

(d) In the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,
the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair the
historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of
the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.)

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:

#2: The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials
or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.

STAFF DISCUSSION

The subject property is a 1924 Dutch Colonial house, which is a Contributing Resource within the
Somerset Historic District. Currently, the property has a curved concrete walkway with three steps from
sidewalk to grade at the front of the property. The applicant proposes to replace the existing walkway
with a flagstone on concrete walkway, which will be relocated to be in line with the house’s front
entrance. The proposed new walkway will include two steps, constructed from flagstone treads and stone
risers. There will be radial landings with cobble bands at each end of the proposed new walkway.

The adjacent properties on each side of Cumberland Avenue are also Contributing Resources, with a
variety of walkway designs and materials. The house at 4719 Cumberland Avenue (immediately adjacent
to the left of the subject property) is a ¢. 1901 Queen Anne-style house, with a walkway similar to what is
being proposed (stone risers, flagstone treads, radial landings). The house at 4711 Cumberland Avenue
(immediately adjacent to right of the subject property) is a c. 1906 Queen Anne-style house, with a
flagstone walkway that connects to the sidewalk at grade. The house at 4721 Cumberland Avenue is a .



1901 Queen Anne-style house, with a series of steep steps constructed from flagstone treads and stone
risers leading to the property from the sidewalk below.

Staff finds that the proposed walkway alterations are consistent with the Standards, as the proposed
alterations are consistent with the features and spaces that characterize the property (or, in this case, the
resource). The proposed walkway alterations are unlikely to detract from the surrounding streetscape or
historic district.

Staff is fully supportive of the proposed fence installation. The proposed new fence will be a 42” high
wooden picket fence at the rear of the property, where it will be minimally visible from the pubiic right-
of-way, at best. In accordance with the Standards, the proposed new fence is entirely compatible with
characteristics of the subject property and surrounding historic district.

After full and fair consideration of the applicant’s submission staff finds the proposal as being consistent
with the Criteria for Issuance in Chapter 24A-(b) 1 and 2, having found the proposal is consistent with the
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation outlined above.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for Issuance in
Chapter 24A-8(b), having found that the proposal is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation identified above, and therefore will not substantially alter the exterior
features of the historic resource and is compatible in character with the district and the purposes of
Chapter 24A;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if
applicable to Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits;

and with the general condition that final project design details, not specifically delineated by the
Commission, shall be approved by HPC staff or brought back to the Commission as a revised HAWP
application at staff’s discretion;

and with the general condition that the applicant shall notify the Historic Preservation Staff if they
propose to make any alterations to the approved plans. Once the work is completed the applicant will
contact the staff person assigned to this application at 301-563-3400 or

michael. kyne@montgomeryplanning.org to schedule a follow-up site visit.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400

APPLICATION FOR
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

Contactorsor DARNIEL-  HAL R1S0r

Contact Emeil: DBMEiﬂQﬂQE%&%\VAMZgCOﬂ N 202 257 775 5
Tax Account Na.:
Meme of Property Ownev:_) (055 BOLTER] Caytie Phore No.:
s 4TS COMBERLAND _ AJE CHeNN ClasE UD. 2 O8I

’ Strawt Number City v Stast Zin Cade
Cosactoe: ALL) fordcE BUILDERS ree to: _20L 52D, 0070
Contractor Reqgistration No.:
Agentfor Gwmer: DA E L HMAREISD A Daytime Phoos Ho.:
(DCKITSS O FERCPREAE
Housa Number: 471‘5 e (UMBERLAND  AVE
wwciy: CHENY  CHASE Nowstcrss st WARWICK  PL
we 11 Block: __| sudwision: (O P4
Liber: Falio: Parcat:

1A CHECK ALL APPLICARLE: CHECK ALL AFPLICARLE

{J Consouct [ Bxiend (] Altar/Ranovate 0 AT Sah [ Room Additonr [ Porch [0 Deck £ Shed

O Move O tnstll [ Wreckom i) Solw [ Frspiace (] Woodbuming Stove [ Single Famiy

[T Revision (] Repair  [J Revocadia. E(mevu(mgmsmmu )ﬁou- (‘yEJ»JERA‘IDK‘
18. Conswuction cost st $ lﬁ‘iOOO

1C. H this is & revision of 8 prirviously approved active parmit, see Permit #

SART YV COBEPLETE FOR NEW CORTTRUCTION ARD EX I EROVADL] ok

2A.  Type of sewage dispozak 81 O wsse 02 {5 Septic 03 5 Other:

28.  Type of weter supply: 01 (] wsse 02 ] well 03 O Other:

3 Heigt_ D et L0 inchas

38.  Indicate whether the fance ar retaining wal it to be constiuctad on ona of the folowing lacations:
121 On party lina/proparty liow )gf&tidyuﬂtmdofowm 3 On public right of wiry/exsement

! herely cartify that { hava the authority ta make the foregaing Application, that the spplication s comect, and that tha constriction wi¥ comply with plans
appraved by ok agencias lisied and | harmhy acknawiadge snd accept this o be & condition for the issuance of this pamat.

Sighature of owner oF suthorized spent Date
Approved: For Chairperson, Historfc Pressrvation Commission
Disapproved: Signaturs; Dam:
ApplicatioryPermit No.: Dats Filad: Data lasued:

Edit 621799 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR IN



THE FOLLOWING ITEMS- M THE

REQUIRED DO UST PA IS APPLICATION.

1. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT
2. Description of misting struchae{s} snd snvironmantal setting, inciuding their historical fastises and significence: -
LANDEcsPe.  WORKE, 30 Aewly  RENOVATED  HISTHEIC MHOVSE .
FRIOR FPepmiT= 735024

b, Genaraidescripﬁonofpmjmnﬂiuuﬁmnnﬂuh&ﬂicmouu{s].mmwmlnd.whmlppﬁclbh.hhirmric:ﬁsuict:
RELDIXTE  SIDEWRLKE 70 FEDNT Dooe  FCOM. A Co@dsD
PATH 10 A STRAILMT ONE. INSTALL 420" Lowt PlikKeT FEnCE
AT Reprz  NARD T MATCY —57 4 EXTEND EXISTIA . STAINED WooD
42" HlbH PICKET FENCE. INSTALL N EW ENEEATOE O 6AMWEL |

2. SITEPLAN
Site and environmental setting, drawn to scale, You may use your plat. Your site plan must include;
& the scale, north arrow, and date;
b. dimensions of all existing and proposed structures; and

c. site features such as walkways, driveways, fances, ponds, streams, trash dumpsters, mechanical equipment, and landscaping.

3. PLANS ANDELEVATIONS

You must submt 2 copies of plaps and elevations in a format no | than 11" x 17~ Plansan 8 4/2"x 11" pa "

& Schematic construction plans, with marked dimensians, indicating location, size and general typs of walls, window and door openings, and cther
fixed festyras of both the sxisting resourcels} and the proposed work.

t. Elevations {fscades), with masked dimensions; clearty indicating propusad work in refation to sxisting construction snd, when spproprists, contet.
All materiats and fixtures propasad for the exterior must be noted mmmhwm.m“hwwlpmwudmm#um
facads affected by the praposed work is required.

“ M PECIFL

General description of materials and manufactured items proposad for incorporation in the work of the project. This information may be inciuded on your
design drawmngs.

5. PHOTOGRAPHS

2. Cieariy labaled photographic prints of each facads of existing resource, including datails of the atfectad portions, Al labals should be placed on the
front of photographs.

b. Clearly labei photagraphic prints of the ressurce s viewed from the public right-of-way and of the wdjcining properties. All lebels should ba pleced on
the front of photographs.

5. TREE SURVEY

1t you are praposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree 6" or farger in diameter {at approximstely 4 feet above tha ground), you
must file an aceurate tree survey identifying the size, location, and species of each tree of st least that dimsnsion.

7. ADDR

For ALL projects, provide 2n accurate fist of sdjacent snd confronting property ownaes (nat tenants), including names, addrestas, and Zip codes. This list
should includa the awners of afl lots or parcels which adjoin the parcel in question, ax well as the awner|s) of fotfs) or parcei{s) which lie dirsctly scross
the street/highway from tha parcel in question.

PLEASE PRINT (IN BLUE OR BLACK INK) OR TYPE THIS INFORMATICN ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.
PLEASE STAY WITHIN THE GUIDES OF THE TEMPLATE, AS THIS WILL BE PHOTOCOPEED DIRECTLY ONTE MAILING LABELS. @
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners]

Owner’s mailing address
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