HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

Address: 7200 Maple Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date: 01/25/17
Applicant: Ben Bederson & Allison Druin Report Date: 01/18/17
Resource: Outstanding Resource Public Notice: /1117

Takoma Park Historic District

Tax Credit: n/a

Review: HAWP
Case Number: 37/03-17F Staff: Dan Bruechert
PROPOSAL:  Tree Removal
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends HPC approve the HAWP.
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource to the Takoma Park Historic District
STYLE: Craftsman
DATE: ¢.1910-20

The subject property is an Outstanding Resource to the Takoma Park Historic District. Though the house
has a Maple Ave. address, the primary fagade fronts Tulip Ave. The core of the house is a clapboard-
sided, two-story, bungalow with a side-gabie roof with brackets supporting the roof eaves. There is an
enclosed second-story sleeping porch supported by wooden stilts on the left side of the house and a first-
floor sunporch on the right side. The principle fagade is seven bays wide with a pair of tripled nine-over-
one sash windows to either side of the central door. The small gable-roof front porch is supported by
wooden columns and craftsman elements. The large enclosed lot to the east (left of the fagade) has two
large trees within the wooden privacy fence, and a number of less-mature trees.

PROPOSAL
The proposal calls for the removal of one tree (21” d.b.h. silver maple), located in the southwest corner of
the fenced-in yard, due to its unhealthy condition.

The City of Takoma Park has granted preliminary approval for this proposal provided the
applicant plant four replacement trees or make a contribution to the City’s tree fund.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES
Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this
chapter, if it finds that:

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is
located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or

(4) The proposal is necessary in order that unsafe conditions or health hazards be remedied; or




Takoma Park Historic District Design Guidelines
The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are at all visible from the public
right-of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the majority of new
additions will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and,

The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to reinforce
and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than to impair the
character of the district. ;

Outstanding Resources have the highest level of architectural and/or historical significance. While they
will receive the most detailed level of design review, it is permissible to make sympathetic alterations,
changes and additions. The guiding principles to be utilized by the Historic Preservation Commission are
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

Specifically, some of the factors to be considered in reviewing HAWPs on Outstanding Resources:

All changes and additions should respect existing environmental settings, landscaping, and
patterns of open space

STAFF DISCUSSION

The current proposal calls for the removal of an unhealthy tree from within the fenced in yard at 7200
Maple Ave., Takoma Park, While there is not an arborist’s report included in the HAWP application,
Staff feels the photos effectively demonstrate that the much of the bark has fallen off of the trunk near the
ground and that there are numerous dead branches on the tree. Staff concurs with the applicants’
assessment that the tree is unhealthy and may become a safety hazard if has not already become one
(Chapter 24 A-8{(b)(4).

Staff does not believe that the proposed change to remove this tree would have more than a
negligible impact on this resource or the surrounding district. There are an additional ten trees on the site
that add to the significant tree coverage and respect the environmental setting found throughout Takoma
Park Historic District (28A-8(b)(2) and Takoma Park Historic District Guidelines). While the loss of this
tree may create a hole in the tree canopy, there are several other extant trees that, in time, will fill in the

gap-

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application as being consistent with Chapter

24A-8(b)(2),

The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, architectural
or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic resource is
located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes of this chapter.

And with the Takoma Park Historic District Design Guidelines,

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will
present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for
permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services
(DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services Office at
240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks following completion of
work.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400
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HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT
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THE FOLLOWIN ‘MUST THE
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1. WRITTEN DESCAIPTION GF PROJECT
a. Description of existing structure{s) snd environmaental setting, including thair historical featirss and significence:
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2 SITEFLAN
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4. MATERIALS SPECIFICATIONS

Ganeral description of materials and menufactured items proposed for incorporation in the work of the project. This information may be includad on your
design drawings.
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .
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October 19, 2016

City @f Takoma Park
Public %nrs Bepartment

du

o

31 Oswego Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Office: 301-891-7633 Fax: 301-385-2405
www.takomaparkmd.gov

Ben Bederson & Allison Druin

7200 Maple Avenue

Re: Same

Takoma Park, MD 20912

Dear Ben Bederson & Allison Druin,

The City of Takoma Park has granted preliminary permit approval for you to remove the 21" d.b.h.

Silver Maple on the left side of your property.

Preliminary approval means that the City will post your property for a 15 day period beginning 10/19/16 and
ending 11/03/16 for public comment. You will be granted a permit to remove the tree(s)s pending the
City’s receipt of your signed agreement to adhere to the City’s tree replacement requirements, AND a
HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT. The replacement agreement is enclosed, the terms of which require
you to replant FOUR 1 1/2inch caliper category 3 deciduous tree(s), or make a contribution of $700.00 to the

City’s tree fund.

Please contact me at 301-891-7612 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

lan Chamberlain
City Construction Manager

Enclosure




