MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT

Address: 5809 Surrey St., Chevy Chase Meeting Date:  03/08/17
Applicant: James Regan & Sandra Riley Report Date: 03/01/17
Resource: Contributing Resource Public Notice:  02/22/17

Somerset Historic District
Review: HAWP Tax Credit: Yes
Case Number: 3736-17C Staff: Dan Bruechert
Proposal: Non-historic siding replacement and other changes
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval of this HAWP application.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SIGNIFICANCE: Contributing Resource in the Somerset Historic District
STYLE: Colonial Revival

DATE: ¢.1930 with post-fire alterations in 2002

The subject property is an asymmetrical side-gable, one-and-a-half story, brick and wood, Colonial Revival
house. The front entrance is reached through a clapboard gable-L projection. The south, east, and west
ground floor elevations are constructed out of brick. The full north elevation and the upper floors are sided
in clapboard, with a small portion of the east elevation clad in shingle siding. The clapboard siding, much
of which was replaced following a 2002 fire is degrading and showing signs of rot.

PROPOSAL:

The applicant is proposing:
o Replacing the degrading 2002 clapboard siding with Hardi Artisan lap siding on the upper floor on
the north, south, and east elevations of the house.
¢ Replacing rotted window trim on the north and south elevations with Hardi trim,
» Replacing a portion of metal roof to the north and south (in 2002) with a rubber membrane roof on
the north elevation, while
» All 1930 clapboard will remain.

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:

When reviewing alterations and new construction to a property located within a Master Plan historic
district several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their
decision. These documents include Montgomery County Code chapter 244 (Chapter 244) and the



Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these
documents is outlined below.

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 244
(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to such
conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and requirements of this
chapter, if it finds that:
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic
resource within an historic district; or
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological,
architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an historic
resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of the purposes
of this chapter; or
(d)  TIn the case of an application for work on an historic resource located within an historic district,
the commission shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historical or design
significance or for plans involving new construction, unless such plans would seriously impair
the historic or architectural value of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character
of the historic district. (Ord. No. 9-4, § 1; Ord. No. 11-59.)

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive
materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that characterize a property will
be avoided.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in
design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be
substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

Somerset Historic District Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation (37/36)
Houses which were r built in Somerset during its primary period of architectural importance
(1890-1915) represent a wide variety of Victorian styles: Carpenter Gothic, Queen Anne, and
Ttalianate. In addition, there are some god examples of the Bungalow style...

Other important features which create and enhance the historic character of the Somerset
community include: the spacing and rhythm of buildings, the uniform scale of the existing
houses, the relationship of houses to the street, the ample=sized lots and patterns of open space in
the neighborhood, the mature trees and landscaping, and the grid system of streets with cleatly
defined streetscapes. These elements should be retained and preserved as the area continues to
grow and develop.

Important contributing resources built before 1915 are noted... The later structures in the district
are mainly mid-20" century architectural styles — many are Colonial Revival — although some
very recent house have been replicated in the Victorian styles of the original buildings. As
specified in the Historic Preservation Ordinance, applications for new construction in the district
or for work on structures in the district which are of little historical or design significance shall
be judged leniently, unless such plans would seriously impair the historic or architectural value
of surrounding historic resources or would impair the character of the district.
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STAFF DISCUSSION

Within the larger context of the high-style Queen Anne, Shingle, and Colonial Revival houses in
the Somerset Historic District, 5809 Surrey St. does not possess the high level of design, scale, or
significance and should receive a more lenient review from the HPC based on the guidance in the
Somerset amendment and Chapter 244-8(d). The current proposal will remove and replace non-
historic siding and roofing materials installed after a fire destroyed much of the original material
in 2002.

Degraded/Rotting Wood

The photos presented in the application show that the clapboard siding in the north and south
gables and the upper floor at the east are not holding paint and showing signs of rot, particularly
at locations where planes join (like the intersection of the wall and a porch roof). This material is
not historic and its continued deterioration could leave the house susceptible to further
degradation should repairs be further delayed.

As these wood elements are degrading and potentially could cause further damage to the house,
their removal should be approved as a matter of course. Additionally, these materials are only
minjmally visible from the public right of way and have a limited contribution to the character of
the house. A change in material from wood clapboard to Hardi would have a minimal impact on
historic character of the building and streetscape. As this material is neither historic nor
distinctive, it is more important that the character of the material be retained (see: The
Standards). As the proposed Hardi is similar in appearance to the clapboard, the overall
character of the building will be retained by this proposal.

Figuré Surrey St. No changes are proposed to the front elevation, but the clapboard
visible in the gable end (right) will be replaced with Hardi.



The window trim in the gable ends should be given the same leniency (Chapter 24A-8(d)) as the
clapboard siding. The trim is neither character defining nor historic and is not visible from the
public right of way. It is more important to the character of the building that the windows be
retained than their trim. As these windows are to remain, it is important that the trim be
structurally sound. A Hardi window trim will result in a strong material with a consistent
appearance and would not impair the character of the surrounding appearance (Chapter 24A-

8(d)).

Replacement Metal Roofing

The north elevation contains a small section of a low-pitch, rusting, metal roof over the side porch.
The applicant is proposing to replace this section of roof with a rubber membrane roof. The pitch
of this roof is so low that the material is not visible. This material is degrading, not character
defining, and not visible and should be approved as a matter of course.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission approve with one (1) condition the HAWP application
as being consistent with Chapter 24A-8 and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation:
e The proposed Hardi siding may be used, provided that the siding is installed with the
smooth side facing out.

and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant
will present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to
submission for permits (if applicable). After issuance of the Montgomery County Department
of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling
the DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more
than two weeks following completion of work.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
301/563-3400
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IBEE SURVEY

i you are proposing construction adjacent to or within the dripline of any tree §° or larger in diameter {at approximately.4 feet above the ground, you
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HAWP APPLICATION: MAILING ADDRESSES FOR NOTIFING
[Owner, Owner’s Agent, Adjacent and Confronting Property Owners] .
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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Existing Property Condition Photographs (duplicate as needed)
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