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[1] Purpose of Master Plan



User Groups 

Commuting

Recreating



Commuting

Running Errands

Going to School

Accessing Transit

Entertainment

Recreating

User Groups



No Way, No How (~30%)

Moderate Stress Tolerance (~10%)

High Stress Tolerance (~1%)

Low Stress Tolerance (~60%)

Understanding of Traffic Stress Tolerance



Implementation

Capital Budgeting Development Approvals



[2] Timeline



Timeline

September 2015: Planning Board Approves Scope of Work

September 2015: Cycling Concerns Map

September 2015: Kickoff meetings

December 2015: White Flint Separated Bike Lane Network

January 2016: Life Sciences Center Separated Bike Lane Network

April 2016: Bicycle Stress Map

October 2016: Framework Report

October 2016: Bicycle Parking Guidelines

June 2017: Preliminary Bikeway Recommendations

Where we’ve been…



Timeline

Where we are going…

Bicycle Facility Design Toolkit

Working Draft Plan

Planning Board Hearing

Planning Board Worksession

Planning Board Draft

Council Hearing

Council Worksessions

Council Approval



[3] Plan Framework



Plan Framework



Plan Framework

www.montgomeryplanning.org/bikeplan



Montgomery County will become a world-class 
bicycling community.

Everyone in Montgomery County will be able to travel 
by bicycle on a comfortable, safe and connected bicycle 
network. Bicycling will become a viable transportation 
option and elevate the quality of life in the County.

Vision Statement



Plan Goals & Objectives



Bikeway Recommendations



Berkeley, California

Bike Parking Recommendations

Austin, Texas



Monitoring Report



Bicycle Stress Map

www.mcatlas.org/bikestress



[4] Bikeway Classification



Bikeway Classification



Trails
off-street trails | stream valley park trails

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



Trails
off-street trails | stream valley park trails

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

Bethesda Trolley Trail



Trails
off-street trails | stream valley park trails

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

Rock Creek Trail



Separated Bikeways
separated bike lanes | sidepaths

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



Separated Bikeways
separated bike lanes | sidepaths

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

White Flint



Separated Bikeways
separated bike lanes | sidepaths

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

MacArthur Blvd



Striped Bikeways
buffered bike lanes |conventional bike lanes 
advisory bike lanes | contra-flow bike lanes

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

Washington DC

Striped Bikeways
buffered bike lanes |conventional bike lanes 



MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

Bethesda

Striped Bikeways
buffered bike lanes |conventional bike lanes



MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

Alexandria

Striped Bikeways
advisory bike lanes | contra-flow bike lanes



MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

Bethesda
Silver Spring

Striped Bikeways
advisory bike lanes | contra-flow bike lanes



Bikeable Shoulders

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

Boyds



Shared Roads
neighborhood greenways| shared streets

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



Shared Roads
neighborhood greenways| shared streets

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

Portland, Oregon
(source: Toole Design Group)



Shared Roads
neighborhood greenways| shared streets

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC



Shared Roads
priority shared lane markings

MOST LEASTSEPARATION FROM TRAFFIC

source: Toole Design Group



[5] Bikeway Selection



Separate From Traffic



Separate From Pedestrians



Two-Way Bikeways on Both Sides of Road



Bikeways on Primary Residential Streets



General Bikeway Application

Functional Class # Lanes Higher Activity Area Lower Activity Areas

Controlled Major 4+

Two-Way Separated Bike Lanes 

(Both Sides of Street)

Sidepath

(Both Sides of Street)
Major Highway* 4+

Arterial* 5

Arterial* 2 – 4 One-Way Separated Bike Lanes

(Both Sides of Street)

Sidepath

(One Side of Street)Minor Arterial* 2 – 3

Country Arterials Any n/a Bikeable Shoulders

Business District 2 – 3
One-Way Separated Bike Lanes

(Both Sides of Street)

One-Way Separated Bike Lanes

(Both Sides of Street)

Primary Residential 2 n/a
Sidepath, Conventional Bike 

Lanes, Advisory Bike Lanes

Secondary Residential Un-laned
n/a On-Road Bikeway

Tertiary Residential Un-laned

*Where space is available and does not substantially detract from the default bikeway, bike lanes or bikeable
shoulders can be added.



[6] Bikeway Network



Bikeway Network

• Extensive network of bikeways

• Potential impacts
(streetscape, temporary disruptions)

• Need to prioritize what gets built over next 20 
years



Policy Areas



Bethesda Chevy Chase (East)

Highlights

• MD 355 corridor
• Capital Crescent Trail
• Bethesda Trolley Trail
• Bicycle parking station



Bethesda Chevy Chase (West)

Highlights

• Bikeways on both sides of 
River Road



Bethesda CBD

Highlights

• Network of separated bike 
lanes

• New tunnel for Capital 
Crescent Trail

• Bicycle parking stations



Chevy Chase Lake

Highlights

• Capital Crescent Trail



Friendship Heights

Highlights

• Separated bike lane 
network

• Bicycle parking stations



Grosvenor

Highlights

• Connection to White Flint
• Connection to Bethesda 

Trolley Trail
• Bicycle parking station



North Bethesda / Twinbrook

Highlights

• Connections to White Flint 
from residential 
neighborhoods



Potomac

Highlights

• Sidepaths on most major 
roads



White Flint

Highlights

• Separated bike lane network
• New crossing of railroad 

tracks
• Bicycle parking stations



Bikeway Type Existing Proposed Total

Off-Street Trails 79 30 110

Stream Valley Park Trails 28 0 28

Neighborhood Connectors 9 3 12

Sidepaths 122 401 523

Separated Bike Lanes 2 144 145

Buffered Bike Lanes 5 5

Conventional Bike Lanes 12 16 27

Contra-Flow Bike Lanes 6 6

Bikeable Shoulders 117 117

Neighborhood Greenways 51 51

Shared Streets 1 1

Priority Shared Lanes 6 6

Total 252 780 1,032

Total Mileage – Full Build Out

Some portion of overall network to be
prioritized for implementation within next 20 years.



Bike ReactMap – Thru July 15th

www.mcatlas.org/bikereact



[7] Community Outreach



Provides feedback on the Bicycle Master Plan 
methodology and recommendations

20 member group

• Geographic

• Stakeholder Groups

14 meetings so far…

Community Advisory Group



Digital Feedback Maps



Sign up at: montgomeryplanning.org/bikeplan

E-Letter



Twitter @MCBikePlan



Community Bike Rides



Photo Contest



[8] Next Steps



Next Steps

• Revise Bikeway Network Based On Comments 

• Develop and Evaluate Scenarios

• Prioritize Recommendations

• Prepare Working Draft Plan



Project Manager

David Anspacher

301.495.2191

david.anspacher@montgomeryplanning.org

www.montgomeryplanning.org/bikeplan

#mcbikeplan

Questions?

www.mcatlas.org/bikereact


