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'Mad Men' Inspires Appreciation for
Architecture of the Recent Past

Monday, March 4, 2013 - 11:00am EST by JONATHAN NETTLER
Architecture, History / Preservation
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Montgomery County, Maryland is confronting a conundrum common to
inner-ring suburbs now facing development pressures. How to make the
case for protecting mid-century buildings that some consider too young,
or "too plain or ugly,” to preserve.

Katherine Shaver looks at the efforts of Montgomery County to catalog its
mid-century-modern building stock, in the face of redevelopment pressures
and the appeal of neo-traditional style developments. The Washington, DC
suburb is stepping up its efforts to preserve its recent past by setting up a
database - “Montgomery Modern” - of the area's significant buildings and
subdivisions from the late 1940s through the early 1960s.

“The challenge is always preserving the recent past,” Clare Lise Kelly, a
historic-preservation planner for Montgomery County, said. “It's easy to look
at things from 100 years ago and see them as historic. ... If we don't act
now to assess resources from this time period, they'll be gone, and then it's
too late to say, That apartment complex was really special.””

"Kelly said she realizes that some people consider modernist buildings too
young — and, in some cases, too plain or ugly — to warrant protection,”
writes Shaver. "It's not about age or looks, she said. It's about preserving
critical pieces of architectural history from the post-World War |l population
and building boom that transformed suburbs such as Montgomery from rural
bedroom communities into dense subdivisions and commercial districts.”

Thanks to Bora Mici

Full Story: Montgomery's ‘Mad Men' Modern buildings - are they worth
protecting?

Published on Thursday, February 28, 2013 in 7The Washington Post

Tags: Montgomery County, Maryland, Historic Preservation, modern buildings
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About Planetizen

Saturday, September 3, 2005 - 8:00pm EDT by ABHIJEET CHAVAN
Planetizen is a public-interest information exchange for the urban planning, design, and development community. It is a one-
stop source for urban planning news, editorials, book reviews, announcements, jobs, education, and more.

Planetizen prides itself on covering a wide number of planning, design, and development issues, from transportation to
global warming, architecture to infrastructure, housing and community development to historic preservation. We provide a
forum for people across the political and ideological spectrum, ensuring a healthy debate on these and other important
issues.

Planetizen is read by a diverse array of people interested in the built and natural environments. Planetizen's audience
includes professional urban planners, journalists, planning directors, city managers, developers, architects, policy makers,
educators, economists, and civic enthusiasts and others from across the United States and around the world.

Planetizen is supported and developed by Urban Insight, Inc.

Managing Editor: Jonathan Nettler, AICP

Editors-in-Chief / Founders: Chris Steins & Abhijeet Chavan

Operations Manager: Cate Miller

Art Director: Mindy Oliver

Developers: Ki Kim, Minnur Yunusov, Lehel Matyus

We're proud to have a dedicated team of Correspondents who contribute regularly to the site.

®  Privacy Policy

e See answers to our Frequently Asked Questions.
e Engage with Us.

e Qur publishing division, Planetizen Press.
Contact Us

Planetizen’s office is located in the walkable Koreatown/Wilshire Center area of Los Angeles, California in the historic
Wilshire Park Place building, one block from the Wilshire/Western Purple Line Metro Rail station.

3700 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 570

Los Angeles, CA 90010

Email (preferred): editor@planetizen.com
Phone: 877-260-7526

Fax: 877-944-6792

Twitter: @planetizen
Facebook: facebook.com/planetizen



