Gazette.Net

FitzMall.com features:
Maryland Community Newspapers Online :

Fr1¥>000n 00Dl rvoma

Montgomery | Prince George’s | Frederick | Carroll | Sports | Politics | Business | Entertainment | Speak Out | Jobs | .
\Wednesday, June 25, 2008
Bethesda neighborhood on its way to national recognition

Carderock Springs may soon be added to the National Register of Historic Places
by Bradford Pearson | Staff Writer
E-mail this article \ Print this article

A Bethesda neighborhood may soon be added to the National Register of
Historic Places, concluding a four-year process that has included
University of Maryland professors, community members, the county
executive and the Maryland Historical Trust. RO ol el
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Persimmon Tree and Seven Locks roads. Nearly
400 homes in the neighborhood were built by Edmund Bennett, who incorporated a clean. open
design into the homes, much in the style of contemporary houses on the West Coast.

Many have four or five bedrooms — built for larger families — and the roads in the community
are designed to house three or four homes on small cul-de-sacs.

The Trust commissioned a study, completed in 2004, that surveyed modern architecture in
Maryland. The study, done by University of Maryland professors and graduate students,
determined that Carderock Springs was worthy of commemoration, or at least recognition.

Neighbors agree.

““Well I think it’s important because it gives the community a little bit of pizzazz,” said Sandy
Dembski, who has been spearheading the designation for the neighborhood along with other

residents.
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Following the University of Maryland survey, Kurtze worked with the neighborhood to prepare an application to the
Trust, which approved the neighborhood for designation in February 2007. This May the Montgomery County
Historic Preservation Commission approved the site, and County Executive Isiah Leggett (D) recently sent the Trust a
letter supporting the project, according to Clare Kelly, the research and designation coordinator for the county’s
Historic Preservation office.

“It’s really a great example of the second wave of houses that were built in the area after World War II,” Kelly said.
““...The houses are really celebrating nature, and that really makes it a special neighborhood.”

Kurtze said he hoped to complete the neighborhood’s application by the end of the summer, and will be coming to the
neighborhood soon to take updated photos of the homes for the application.

After sending it to the National Parks Service, the application process usually takes about 45 days, Kurtze said. He was
optimistic about the neighborhood’s chances.

“‘By the time we’ve worked on something for this many years, I wouldn’t think there would be any problems,” Kurtze
said.

If approved, the neighborhood would join other county neighborhoods, including the Garrett Park and Kensington
historic districts, on the historic register.
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