
GENERATING MOMENTUM:
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND’S

BICYCLE MASTER PLAN
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KEY FEATURES
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KEY FEATURE
#1

APPROPRIATE 
FACILITY BY 
ROAD TYPE



Highways 6+ Lanes
High Activity Area

Two-Way Separated Bike Lanes
Both Sides of the Street



Highways 6+ Lanes
Low Activity Area

Shared Use Paths
Both Sides of the Street



Arterial 2 – 4 Lanes
High Activity Area

One-Way Separated Bike Lanes
Both Sides of the Street



Arterial 2 – 4 Lanes
Low Activity Area

Shared Use Path
One Side of the Road



Commercial Streets
High Activity Area

One-Way Separated Bike Lanes
Both Sides of the Street



Residential Streets
Low Activity Area

Shared Use Paths, Bike Lanes
or Advisory Bike Lanes



Residential Streets
Paralleling Major Roads

Neighborhood Greenways



Country Roads
Rural Area

Bikeable Shoulders

Source: FAMARTIN



Protected Intersections

Source: John Greenfield



MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY

BICYCLE 
FACILITY DESIGN 

TOOLKIT

montgomeryplanning.org/bikeplan



KEY FEATURE
#2

BREEZEWAY
NETWORK



• Bicycle network connecting 
major activity centers

• Enables bicyclists to travel 
with fewer delays

• Enables slower moving 
pedestrians and bicyclists to 
safely / comfortably coexist
with faster bicyclists

Breezeway Network



Source: City of Calgary Bike Program



Minneapolis, Minnesota



Rock Creek Trail Over Veirs Mill Road





Source: Matt Kryger / The Star



KEY FEATURE
#3

LONG-TERM
BICYCLE 

STORAGE
Suburban Location
Boulder, Colorado

Urban Location
Washington, DC



LOW-STRESS
BICYCLING 
NETWORK

Bethesda: 500+ spaces

4,000+ spaces



GENERATING
MOMENTUM
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TECHNIQUE #1

BRINGING 
POLICYMAKERS

ON BOARD

Source: Armando Trull, WAMU



mcatlas.org/bikestress



www.mcatlas.org/bikestress

M

Downtown Wheaton



www.mcatlas.org/bikestress

M

Downtown Wheaton



BICYCLE
STRESS

MAP

Comfortable

Uncomfortable

Comfortable

Uncomfortable

Two Mile Buffer

M



TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



C R E AT E T H E S I LV E R S P R I N G C I R C L E

P E O P L E F I R S T O N A R L I N G T O N R O A D

TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



• Action Committee for Transit
• African American Chamber of Commerce
• Bethesda Transportation Solutions
• CASA de Maryland
• Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
• Mid-Atlantic Off-Road Enthusiasts
• Montgomery Bicycle Advocates
• Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce
• Montgomery County Civic Federation
• Pedestrian Bicycle Traffic Safety Advisory Committee
• Silver Spring Citizens Advisory Board
• Washington Area Bicyclist Association

TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



April 22
Earth Day Ride

May 12
Silver Spring

Art Ride

May 28
Memorial Day

Ride

June 9
Sweet Ride

June 23
Bike Safari

TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



TECHNIQUE #2

BUILDING A 
CONSTITUENCY



TECHNIQUE #3 

FOCUS ON 
EARLY WINS

FREDERICK COUNTY, MD

HOWARD COUNTY, MD

FAIRFAX COUNTY, VA

LOUDOUN COUNTY, VA

PRINCE GEORGE’S
COUNTY, MD

Agricultural Reserve

WASHINGTON, DC

Bethesda

White Flint

Silver Spring

Life Sciences
Center



TECHNIQUE #3 

FOCUS ON 
EARLY WINS



Wh ite F l in t S i l ver  S p r in g L i fe  S c ien ces Cen ter



RESULTS



David Anspacher, Montgomery County Planning Department

david.anspacher@montgomeryplanning.org
montgomeryplanning.org/bikeplan
@mcbikeplan

Peter Gray, Washington Area Bicyclist Association

peter@waba.org 
www.waba.org
@wabadc
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