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What are Recreational Guidelines?

 A set of guidelines for housing development to assure 
recreation opportunities for future residents
 Required by Zoning Ordinance

 Initially established by the Montgomery Planning Board in 
1992 to supplement public sector recreation facilities

 Guidelines establish predictable requirements to ensure 
safe, adequate and efficient recreational facilities for private 
residential development in the County 

 Applied to regulatory review of subdivision and site plans

http://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/functional-planning/recreation-guidelines/
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The Big Picture:  Integrating 
Recreation and Planning Sectors

Recreation and County Planning

 Urban Design
 Infill Development
 Infrastructure Planning
 Transportation
 Environmental 
 Historic Preservation
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 25 years since last studied (1992)

 New Zoning Ordinance (2014)

Why Update Recreational Guidelines?
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 Changes in Development Types

Why Update Recreational Guidelines?

 Urban “infill”
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 Changing recreation patterns and activity types

 Link between recreation and public health

 New facilities for range of ages and abilities

 Planning research and technology

Why Update Recreational Guidelines?
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 Developers need transparency, flexibility, predictability

 Greater accuracy in analysis of scale, density for infill building

 Location and distance to existing public facilities

Why Update Recreational Guidelines?
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 Quantitative system from 1992 Guidelines 

(Demand + Supply = Match)

 Transparent process

 Predictable, consistent accounting

 Scenario comparisons – facility choices

 Geo-spatial data – location based

 Master & Sector Plans: Public Recreation Open Space Plan

The Web Tool:   A Point-Based System
www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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Web Tool Design
 Intuitive, easy-to-use tool

 No log-in, user-prompted

 Bookmark scenarios

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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Web Tool Design: Step 1

 Demand:   # Dwelling Units, Housing Types, Age Groups

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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Web Tool Design: Step 2
 Geolocation

 Existing Public Facilities:  Parks, Recreation

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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Web Tool Design:  Step 3

 Recreation Facilities Proposed

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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Web Tool Design:  Step 4
 Export Results to Report

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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Varies by person’s age & 
housing type

Deriving Recreation Demand Points

Recreation Demand:
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Age Profiles by Housing Structure Types

Deriving Recreation Demand Points

Age Groups

Housing Recently Built (2005-2014)

Age Percentage by Structure Type

Detached Attached Mid-Rise High-Rise

Source: Public Use Microdata Sample, 2014 American Community Survey
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Deriving Recreation Demand Points

Standardized Age by Housing Type

 Age distribution in each housing type standardized to 100 units

Estimated Population by Age in 100 Housing Units

Detached Attached Mid-Rise High-Rise
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Deriving Recreation Demand Points

Recreation demand weighted proportionally to amount of 
recreation that must be provided outside of the household

Lower factor 
Activity occurring on 
person’s property, 
indoors or within a 
private yard

Higher factor 
Demand met outside 
private household in 
surrounding shared public 
recreation space
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Recreation demand points

Attached Unit: 24 tots X .6= 14 demand points/100 units 

Recreation Demand Points per 100 Dwelling Units
0-4 5-11 12-17 18-34 35-64 65+

Detached 15 35 35 27 73 14
Attached 14 22 16 53 73 11
Mid-rise 16 23 18 71 48 8
High-rise 10 7 3 73 56 25

Deriving Recreation Demand Points
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Existing public facilities data:
 Schools, Parks, 
 Community Centers
 Privately-owned Public Spaces 
 Bikeways and Trails

Recreation Supply Points

Generation of the 10-minute walkshed:
 Shows distance to all accessible public 

facilities within ¼ mile that are eligible for 
off-site recreation credit

Deriving Recreation Supply Points
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 Bonus supply credit for fulfilling master plan 
recommendations for publicly accessible open space or 
recreation facilities

Incentives for Providing Public  Facilities
Master Plan Recommended Facilities

Deriving Recreation Demand Points
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Incentives for Providing Public Facilities
Publicly Accessible Private Open Space
 Bonus supply credit for providing 

public access to privately-owned 
recreation space

Deriving Recreation Demand Points
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Incentives for Providing Public  Facilities

Custom Facilities
 Allows developers or owners to 

propose new facilities types

Deriving Recreation Demand Points



SMART TOOLS FOR RECREATION PLANNING

25APA CONFERENCE April 21, 2018 - 188215

Categories of Recreation

 16 Categories of Recreation Facilities
80 Facilities Types
47 New Facilities
33 Traditional Facilities

 Cut Sheets with Specifications

http://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/functional-planning/recreation-guidelines/
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Typical Rec Categories

Active Connections
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Typical Rec Categories

Bicycle Facilities
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Typical Rec Categories

Child Play Areas
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Open Grass Lawns

Typical Rec Categories
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New Rec Categories

Adventure Sports
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New Rec Categories

Dog Facilities
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New Rec Categories
Inclusive Recreation - Child
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New Rec Categories
Inclusive Recreation - Adult
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New Rec Categories
Formal Urban Spaces Through-Block Connection

Pocket
Park

Urban Plaza

Neighborhood
Green
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New Rec Categories
Landscape Elements for Toddlers
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Case Study:  Bethesda Mews
http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7359

 American College of Cardiology Site
 R-60/MPDU/Optional Method
 34 Dwelling Units (Affordable Units)
 9.87 Acres
 Bethesda/Chevy Chase Master Plan
 Cluster Development Marketing

Recreation and Sustainability
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Case Study:  Bethesda Mews
http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7359

Stormwater Facilities, ESD and Recreation
 Efficient use of land
 Explorative play
 Increase in housing units

Natural Areas
 Dedication of forested areas
 Category I forestation easement
 Recreation supply credit

Recreation and Sustainability

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7359
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Case Study:  Bethesda Mews
The Web Tool 
Scenario

Step 1: Demand

Step 2:  Geo-location

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7359

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7359
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Case Study:  Bethesda Mews
The Web Tool 
Scenario

Step 3: Supply

Step 4: Adequacy

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7359

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7359
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Recreation and Sustainability

SMART TOOLS FOR RECREATION PLANNING

Stream Restoration and Natural Area Rehabilitation
 Recreation credit for stream restoration
 Off-site or on-site

Community Gardening
 Supply credit for gardens

Stormwater Management
 Recreation and Infrastructure
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Recreation Guidelines Manual

The Web Tool

Questions ?

http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation

http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf
http://www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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END
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http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation



SMART TOOLS FOR RECREATION PLANNING

45APA CONFERENCE April 21, 2018 - 188215

http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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Infill Development
 Efficient use of land: 1.84 acre tract
 235 dwelling units
 Higher density zoning
 Bethesda Downtown Sector Plan

Case Study:  ZOM Bethesda

Indoor Amenities
 Social interaction areas
 Fitness
 Communication

Urban Amenities

Urban High-Rise Living

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7417



SMART TOOLS FOR RECREATION PLANNING

47APA CONFERENCE April 21, 2018 - 188215

Case Study:  ZOM Bethesda
Urban High-Rise Living

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7417

Neighborhood Amenities
 4 Urban Parks 
 Capitol Crescent Trail
 Elementary School & Fields
 Library
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Case Study:  ZOM Bethesda
Urban High-Rise Living

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7417

Urban Residential Amenities - Outdoor
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Case Study:  ZOM Bethesda
Urban High-Rise Living

http://mcatlas.org/recreation/Default.aspx?ScenarioId=7417

Urban Residential Amenities - Indoor
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The Big Picture:  Integrating 
Recreation and Planning Sectors

Recreation and County Planning

 Urban Design
 Infill Development
 Transportation
 Environmental 
 Historic Preservation
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http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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http://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Rec-Guidelines_FINAL.pdf

www.mcatlas.org/recreation
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