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EXPEDITED 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 17210 Bucklodge Rd., Boyds Meeting Date: 1/9/2019 

Resource: Individually Listed Master Plan Site Report Date: 1/2/2019 

Joseph White House 

Applicant: M-NCPPC (Montgomery Parks) Public Notice: 12/26/18 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 

Case Number: 18/14-19A Staff: Dan Bruechert 

PROPOSAL: Guardrail Construction 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve  

Approve with conditions 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Individually Listed Master Plan Site (Joseph White House). 

STYLE: Federal 

DATE: c.1820s 

Figure 1: The Joseph White House is identified with the star. The guardrails will be constructed at the arrow. 
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From Places from the Past: 

“Joseph Chiswell White, a descendant of two of the first settler families in the Poolesville area, 

built this distinguished brick house soon after he inherited the property in 1822.  White was an 

important contributor to the success of agricultural reform practices in the early 1800s.  He was a 

successful tobacco and wheat farmer and a character member of the Montgomery County 

Agricultural Society.  Notable architectural details are ornate transom tracery, double rows of 

cornice dentils, and 9/6 windows.  The bricks on the southeast façade are laid with a Flemish 

bond bricks while remaining sides are in common bond.  In Plan, the house is one-room deep 

with a center passage.  The stairway has a slender turned newel post and square balusters.  The 

brick sided wing was added in the 1950s, replacing a log kitchen and connecting covered 

walkway.  The Whites and their descendants owned the property for over 160 years.  Nearby a 

transitional gambrel-roof barn combines traditional bank barn advantages of vehicular access to 

the upper level with a 20th century concrete block construction.” 

 

PROPOSAL 

 

The existing culvert, approximately 150’ (one hundred and fifty feet) away from the house 

collapsed and is being reconstructed.  As a new feature, Montgomery Parks proposes to construct 

a guardrail on both sides of the access drive.  The new guardrail will be standard Parks design, 

utilizing thick timber post with large horizontal timber lintels (see photo included with 

application materials).  Due to the distance or orientation of the house, the new guardrails will 

not impact the visual character of the historic house or grounds. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 

 

The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases: 

12. Construction or repair of retaining walls where the new walls are compatible in 

material, location, design and height with the visual character of the historic site 

or district. 

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that: 

 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or 

historic resource within an historic district; or 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the 

achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or 

 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for 

Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) having found that the proposal is consistent with the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (specifically, Standard 2), and therefore 

will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in 

character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A; and with the general condition that 

the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if applicable to Historic 

Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to submission for the 

Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits. 
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