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EXPEDITED 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Address: 2420 Spencerville Rd., Spencerville Meeting Date: 12/5/18 
  
Resource: Indivudally Listed Master Plan Site Report Date: 11/28/18 
 Spencer-Carr House  
 
Applicant:  Cedar Ridge Community Church Public Notice: 11/21/18 
 
Review: HAWP  Tax Credit: Yes 
   
Case Number: 15/55-18A Staff: Dan Bruechert 
  
PROPOSAL: Roof Replacement 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 Approve  
 Approve with conditions 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

 
SIGNIFICANCE: Master Plan Site (Spencer-Carr House #15/55) 
STYLE: Spencerville Style/Traditional Agricultural 
DATE: House c.1855, Barn c.1935 
 
From Places from the Past:  
A distinctive three-story, three bay house, the Spencer-Carr House was built c.1855 with a rear 
addition dating from the 1870s.  An illusion of added height is achieved through the incremental 
decrease in spacing between windows from the bottom level to the top together with decrease of 
window size.  The center=passage house is constructed of brick and covered with weatherboard 
siding.  Reputedly building by William Spencer, founder of Spencerville, the house has a strong 
historical association with the early development of the community and is a significant example 
of rural antebellum building traditions in the county.   
 
The work for this HAWP will be undertaken on the c.1935 barn that was rehabilitated in 2000.  
The barn has a gambrel roof with two roof dormers with a contemporary glass and metal 
entrance constructed in the 2000 rehab. 
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Figure 1: The subject barn is located directly below the star in the image. 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant proposes to replace the roof shingles on the north-facing section of the barn with 
new architectural shingles.  The applicant cannot install shingles that would be an exact match, 
because the existing style has been discontinued by the manufacturer.   
 
APPLICABLE GUIDELINES: 
 
The Expedited Staff Report format may be used on the following type of cases: 

2. Modifications to a property, which do not significantly alter its visual character.   
8. Replacement of roofs on non-contributing or out-of-period building, as well as  

  new installation of historically appropriate roofing materials on outstanding and  
  contributing buildings. 

 
Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8 

(b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 
such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 
requirements of this chapter, if it finds that: 
 
(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or 

historic resource within an historic district; or 
(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 
historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the 
achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or 
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Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of

distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
Staff recommends that the Commission approve the HAWP application under the Criteria for 
Issuance in Chapter 24A-8(b)(1) and (2) having found that the proposal is consistent with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (specifically, Standard 2), and therefore 
will not substantially alter the exterior features of the historic resource and is compatible in 
character with the district and the purposes of Chapter 24A; and with the general condition that 
the applicant shall present the 3 permit sets of drawings, if applicable to Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC) staff for review and stamping prior to submission for the 
Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS) building permits. 
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