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PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name

7800 Wisconsin Ave

File Number(s)

Project Address 7800 Wisconsin Ave Bethesda MD 20184
Plan Type Concept Plan [ Sketch Plan [] Site Plan [ ]
APPLICANT TEAM
Name Phone Email
Primary Contact Jad Donohoe 202.625.4140 JadD@donohoe.com
Architect SK+1 Architecture
Landscape Architect |To Be Determined
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Zone Proposed Height Proposed Density

Project Data

CR-3.0,C-3.0,R-2.75,H-225

225'

approximately 175,000 gsf or 15.7 FAR

Proposed Land Uses

Residential and Retail

Brief Project
Description and
Design Concept

(If the project was
previously presented
to the Design
Aavisory Panel,
describe how the
latest design
incorporates the
Panel’s comments)

@ Check if requesting additional density through the Bethesda Overlay Zone (BOZ)

The site sits at the Northwest corner of Wisconsin Ave and Norfolk Ave (formerly Cheltenham
Dr) in downtown Bethesda. Currently there is a 2 story commercial building on the site known
as the Union Hardware building. The proposed concept plan takes into the account right of way
dedication on Wisconsin Ave and street scape improvements on Norfolk which reduces the
Gross Tract Area from approximately 11,200 sf to 9,585 sf net tract area. The block of which
the site is a part is modestly sized compared with many of the other blocks along the Wisconsin
Ave Corridor since it is less than 200' in the north south direction with Fairmont Ave to the north
of the block. The proposed concept will incorporate important factors from the guidelines such
as a strong base, middle and top. In order to enhance the block and set the stage for future
development to the north, the proposed design implements a party wall condition on the north,
but sets back the facades along the entire western property line such that these facades as seen
from Norfolk and Veteran's Park could have fenestration, balconies, and potential mural
opportunities. Because the connection from Norfolk to Wisconsin is an important connection
between the prime Wisconsin corridor and then a prime shared street on the north side of
Bethesda, the concept design is implementing a tower element facing Norfolk that will draw
attention towards the east. Along Wisconsin Ave the concept design is to have a single dynamic
bay element within the proposed tower step back that will have articulation and a lighter quality
than the background which will read as the flanking facade of the tower element. At the north
east corner of the site, there is intended to be a further notch in the facade with a balcony which
will create depth and a transition between this massing and a future building to the north.
Additional treatment to the north west corner is intended which will create the result of a further
reduced party wall along the entire north facade. The tower element is intended to form the
habitable and mechanical portion of the penthouse, which allows the western portion of the roof
to be terrace and further reduce the mass as viewed from the east.
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Exceptional Design
Public Benefit Points
Requested and Brief
Justification

Public Benefits Points are To Be Determined; however, the development and design team has
successfully executed compliant projects in the past and have already taken into account how
the proposed concept design will implement and or enhance such things as Transit Proximity,
Connectivity, Diversity of Uses, Quality Building and Site Design, through such things as
structured parking below grade, energy conservation, and a mixed use program. Note that this
site is not required to have open space per the lot size and numbers of frontage.

DESIGN ADVISORY PANEL SUBMISSION PROCESS

1. Schedule a Design Advisory Panel review date with the Design Advisory Panel Liaison.
Laura Shipman, Design Advisory Panel Liaison, laura.shipman@montgomeryplanning.org, 301-495-4558

2. A minimum of two weeks prior to the scheduled Design Advisory Panel meeting, provide the completed Submission
Form and supplemental drawings for review in PDF format to the Design Advisory Panel Liaison via email.

3. Supplemental drawings should include the following at Site Plan and as many as available at Concept and Sketch
Plan: property location (aerial photo or line drawing), illustrative site plan, 3D massing models, typical floor plans,
sections, elevations, perspective views, precedent images and drawings that show the proposal in relationship to
context buildings and any planning board approved abutting buildings in as much detail as possible. Provide a 3-D
diagram or series of 3-D diagrams that illustrate side-by-side strict conformance with the design guidelines
massing and the proposed project massing. The diagrams should note where the proposal does not conform with
the guidelines and how the alternative treatments are meeting the intent of the guidelines.
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A:  LOOKING NORTH ON EAST SIDE OF WISCONSIN AVE WITH SITE ON THE LEFT

E: LOOKING EAST ON NORFOLK TOWARDS CHELTENHEM WITH VETERAN'S PARK ON LEFT F:  LOOKING EAST TOWARDS CHELTENHAM FROM WOODMONT AVE
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Property Info
Location:

ACCT =1
Parcel , Lot , Black:

Address:

Legal Description:
Landuse:

WSSC Grid:

Zoning Info

Zone:

Overzy Zone:

TOR Overlzy:

Allovizble Use Table:
Map Amendments:
Other Legislative
Districts

Septic Tier:
Water/Sewer Categories:
Municipality:

Master Plan:

Historic Sive/District:
Parking District:

Urban Districe:

Central Business District:
Special Protection Area:
Enterprise fone:

Arts & Entertainment
District:

Special Tax District:

Bike/Pedestrian Priority
Area:

Urban Renswal Area:

Metro Station Policy
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Prigrity Funding Area:
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	Exceptional Design Public Benefit Points Requested and Brief Justification: Public Benefits Points are To Be Determined; however, the development and design team has successfully executed compliant projects in the past and have already taken into account how the proposed concept design will implement and or enhance such things as Transit Proximity, Connectivity, Diversity of Uses, Quality Building and Site Design, through such things as structured parking below grade, energy conservation, and a mixed use program. Note that this site is not required to have open space per the lot size and numbers of frontage.
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	Brief Project Description and Design Concept If the project was previously presented to the Design Advisory Panel describe how the latest design incorporates the Panels comments: The site sits at the Northwest corner of Wisconsin Ave and Norfolk Ave (formerly Cheltenham Dr) in downtown Bethesda. Currently there is a 2 story commercial building on the site known as the Union Hardware building. The proposed concept plan takes into the account right of way dedication on Wisconsin Ave and street scape improvements on Norfolk which reduces the Gross Tract Area from approximately 11,200 sf to 9,585 sf net tract area. The block of which the site is a part is modestly sized compared with many of the other blocks along the Wisconsin Ave Corridor since it is less than 200' in the north south direction with Fairmont Ave to the north of the block. The proposed concept will incorporate important factors from the guidelines such as a strong base, middle and top. In order to enhance the block and set the stage for future development to the north, the proposed design implements a party wall condition on the north, but sets back the facades along the entire western property line such that these facades as seen from Norfolk and Veteran's Park could have fenestration, balconies, and potential mural opportunities. Because the connection from Norfolk to Wisconsin is an important connection between the prime Wisconsin corridor and then a prime shared street on the north side of Bethesda, the concept design is implementing a tower element facing Norfolk that will draw attention towards the east. Along Wisconsin Ave the concept design is to have a single dynamic bay element within the proposed tower step back that will have articulation and a lighter quality than the background which will read as the flanking facade of the tower element. At the north east corner of the site, there is intended to be a further notch in the facade with a balcony which will create depth and a transition between this massing and a future building to the north. Additional treatment to the north west corner is intended which will create the result of a further reduced party wall along the entire north facade. The tower element is intended to form the habitable and mechanical portion of the penthouse, which allows the western portion of the roof to be terrace and further reduce the mass as viewed from the east. 
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