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At the October 11, 2018 HPC meeting, the Commission tabled consideration of this HAWP 

pending more information.  The case has met the requirements for notice and publication 

and will be heard at the October 24th meeting.   
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

STAFF REPORT 

 

Address: 7000 Carroll Ave., Takoma Park Meeting Date: 10/10/18 

Resource: Outstanding Resource Report Date: 10/03/18 

 Takoma Park Historic District 

 

Applicant:  Bill Kinchero Public Notice: 9/26/18 
 Meseret T. Berhanu, Agent 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 

Case Number: 37/03-18TT Staff: Dan Bruechert   

Proposal: Accessory Structure Construction 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION   

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Outstanding Resource to the Takoma Park Historic District 

STYLE: Art Deco 

DATE: c.1925-1940 

The subject property is a parking lot adjacent to 7000 Carroll Ave.  It has no unique address and 

is therefore classified based on the address associated with the parcel.   
 

 
Figure 1: The parking lot at 7000 Carroll Ave. is across the street from the Seventh Day Adventist Church 
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PROPOSAL 

The applicant proposes to install a pre-fab parking lot toll booth within the parking lot. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES 

When reviewing alterations and new construction within the Takoma Park Historic District 

several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing their 

decision. These documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the approved 

and adopted amendment for the Takoma Park Historic District (Guidelines), Montgomery 

County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation (Standards). The pertinent information in these documents is outlined below. 

 

Takoma Park Historic District Design Guidelines  

There are two very general, broad planning and design concepts which apply to all categories. 

These are:  

 

The design review emphasis will be restricted to changes that are at all visible from the 

public right-of-way, irrespective of landscaping or vegetation (it is expected that the 

majority of new additions will be reviewed for their impact on the overall district), and,  

 

The importance of assuring that additions and other changes to existing structures act to 

reinforce and continue existing streetscape, landscape, and building patterns rather than 

to impair the character of the district.  

 

Outstanding Resources have the highest level of architectural and/or historical significance.  

While they will receive the most detailed level of design review, it is permissible to make 

sympathetic alterations, changes and additions.  The guiding principles to be utilized by the 

Historic Preservation Commission are the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

 

Specifically, some of the factors to be considered in reviewing HAWPs on Outstanding 

Resources: 

 

All changes and additions should respect existing environmental settings, landscaping, and 

patterns of open space 

 

Montgomery County Code, Chapter 24A Historic Resources Preservation 

 (b) The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that:  

 

(1) The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or  

historic resource within an historic district; or  

 

(2) The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 
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historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the achievement of 

the purposes of this chapter; or  

 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

The applicant proposes to install a pre-fabricated parking lot toll booth onto the site.  The 

proposed booth is 88” (eighty-eight inches) tall with a 50 ½” × 41” (fifty and one-half inch by 

forty-one inch) foot print.  The front of the tool booth with have a metal frame with large 

windows in the upper portion with spandrel panels below.  The other three sides of the toll booth 

will have blank metal panels.   
 

The applicant proposes to install the phone booth adjacent to the vehicular entrance to the 

parking lot (see Fig 2).   
 

 
Figure 2: The location of the proposed toll booth will be setback from the street. 

Staff finds that the proposed toll booth is appropriate in design and placement for the 

surrounding district.  Staff finds that the design is consistent with what is typically found in a 

parking lot and its appearance will not have a negative effect from the surrounding district.  Staff 

would object to a design that was based on the art deco design of the commercial building on the 

corner for creating a false sense of history and for drawing attention away from the Outstanding 

Resource.  Staff finds that the design proposed is so ubiquitous that it will visually recede into 

the background.   

 

Staff also finds that the placement of the proposed toll booth is consistent with the aims of the 

Guidelines by setting the booth back from the parking lot entrance, respecting the patterns of 

open space in the Old Town section of the Takoma Park Historic District.   

 

Staff supports approval of this HAWP. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application;  
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and with the general condition applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant 

will present 3 permit sets of drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to 

submission for permits (if applicable).  After issuance of the Montgomery County Department 

of Permitting Services (DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling 

the DPS Field Services Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more 

than two weeks following completion of work.  
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