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MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

Address: 9805 Hollow Glen Pl., Meeting Date: 9/19/18 

Silver Spring 

Resource: Non-Contributing Resource Report Date: 9/12/18 

Forest Glen Historic District 

Applicant: David Cunningham Public Notice: 9/5/18 

Review: HAWP Tax Credit: n/a 

Case Number:  31/08-18A Staff: Dan Bruechert 

Proposal: Roof Solar Panel Installation 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

SIGNIFICANCE: Non-Contributing Resource to the Forest Glen Historic District 

STYLE: Queen Anne 

DATE: 2000 

The subject property is a two-and-a-half-story, front gable house, with a full width front porch.  

The house was constructed c.2000 and was built using contemporary materials, i.e. Hardi siding 

and asphalt shingles.  

Figure 1: 9805 Hollow Glen Pl. is identified with a star in a row of largely non-contributing buildings.
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Figure 2: 9805 Hollow Glen Pl., is on the left, adjacent to another non-contributing building. 

PROPOSAL 

 

The applicant proposes to install 17 solar panels, mounted flush to the roof surface. 

 

APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:  

 

When reviewing alterations and additions for new construction within the Forest Glen Historic 

District several documents are to be utilized as guidelines to assist the Commission in developing 

their decision.  These documents include the historic preservation review guidelines in the 

approved and adopted amendment for the Forest Glen Historic District (Design Guidelines) and 

Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A (Chapter 24A), and the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards).  

 

Forest Glen Historic District Guidelines 

The Guidelines that pertain to this project are as follows: 

• Non-Contributing Resources – should be given the most lenient level of scrutiny in 

reviewing proposed alterations and may be considered for demolition if requested by the 

owner. 

 

Montgomery County Code; Chapter 24A-8(b) 

     (b)     The commission shall instruct the director to issue a permit, or issue a permit subject to 

such conditions as are found to be necessary to insure conformity with the purposes and 

requirements of this chapter, if it finds that: 

          (1)     The proposal will not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or 

historic resource within an historic district; or 

          (2)    The proposal is compatible in character and nature with the historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural features of the historic site or the historic district in which an 

historic resource is located and would not be detrimental thereto or to the 

achievement of the purposes of this chapter; or 
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Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, space and spatial relationships that 

characterize a property will be avoided 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of 

craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work 

shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 

features, size, scale and proportions, and massing to protect the integrity of the property 

and its environment. 

 

STAFF DISCUSSION 

 

The applicant proposes to install 17 solar panels in two arrays in the southeast corner of the 

house.  The inverter will be placed on the north side of the house, two bays back from the front 

wall plane. 

 

The HPC typically request that solar panels be installed to the rear of historic buildings to 

minimize the visual impact on the surrounding historic district.  In this instance, the house has a 

front gable roof, so there isn’t a ‘rear’ for the panels to be installed on.  Staff finds, however, that 

the proposal will not have a significant impact on the surrounding historic for several reasons 

and supports approval of this HAWP.   

 

First, the identified resource is non-contributing to the historic and has non-contributing 

resources to both the north and south.  The housing development across Hollow Glen Place from 

the subject property is outside of the historic district.  Staff finds that the proposed work will not 

have a direct visual impact on any of the district’s historic resources and that the Guidelines 

state, non-contributing resources are to be given the “most lenient level of scrutiny in reviewing 

proposed alterations.”    

 

Second, the proposed solar panels are to be flush mounted.  The solar panels will project only 4” 

(four inches) above the roof surface.  This small amount will lessen the solar panels’ impact on 

the roof massing compared to some other solar systems that can project up to twice as much.  

Staff finds that the alteration to the roof massing will not be significant.   

 

Third, due to the significant grade change, the house sits very high above the street level.  This 

lessens the visibility of the roof from the public right of way (see Fig. 3, below), so that any 

alterations to the roof will not have a significant impact on the surrounding streetscape.   

 

Finally, the two arrays are placed as far toward from the street as practicable.  This placement 

will further lessen the visual impact the solar panels have on the subject property and 

surrounding district when viewed from the public right-of-way.   

 

Staff finds that the proposal comports with Chapter 24A-8(b)(1), finding that the “proposal will 

not substantially alter the exterior features of an historic site or historic resource within an 

historic district,” and supports approval of this HAWP.    
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Figure 3: The subject property, center, is flanked by non-contributing resources. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the HPC approve the HAWP application; and with the general condition 

applicable to all Historic Area Work Permits that the applicant will present 3 permit sets of 

drawings to HPC staff for review and stamping prior to submission for permits (if 

applicable).  After issuance of the Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services 

(DPS) permit, the applicant will arrange for a field inspection by calling the DPS Field Services 

Office at 240-777-6370 prior to commencement of work and not more than two weeks following 

completion of work.  
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